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tal. . But it would seem that, with .all‘our, modern
improvements, we do not now male large hells,—at least,
at all comparable with those cast by our ancdstors.:: It
is very certain that no bells east within the Iast century:
compare in tone with those cast before. During o lodg
period, most. (if not all) of the church bells cast in Bag-
land were tho work of itinerent handicraftsmen, who,, if
they were not-gipsios; as wis ¢ommonly supposed, led a

_sort of gipsy life; and it is seavcely a century’ smce this
“race of wandering bell-founders pecame extinét. . -These,

nomadic workmen would travel in partics, wmh their
families, the country round in search of work;, and ﬂf‘tcr .
having made a bargain for a peal of bells, would sconr
the nelghbmhood for miles in search of old copper and -
pewter, mostly inthe shape of worn-ont domestic utensils,
arid when sufficient metal was obtained Wwould return and
erect an adobe furnace and commenee ‘their operations:
WI‘uly pe:ﬂs in Dllﬂl‘md, made in this app'u'ently rude
way, are beyond all comparison superior in their tone
and tune to’ those cast in Lho bust bell: ioundmc‘s now m
oxistence, © '

The hwrest bells are gener LHy smbronary used on]y '

for clocks to strilce upon, or, at the most, are occ'151omlly' S

swung frame hw‘h or upon the horizontal posxhon.,, The .-
I'u-frc\t bells known are of Russian manunfacture, - ‘That "
of thc Kremlin, in \[o%ow ‘weighs 433,772 pounds ~buat
it was cracked in the mstmn' :md was never u\ed The
boll of St. Ivan's, in the same city, weighs 127 ,836°
pounds A bell at the eathedral of Ottt i iy Bohcmu
weighs:over 40,000 pounds -but the great. bell at St. Pe-
$, at Rome,’ weighs” onlyrlS 807 pmmds. What was
until recently the largast boll in B ngland called “ Great
Tom,” at Oxford, wclnhcd only about 17,000 pounds,
but the clock bell at the new palace of. Westminster,
salled ¢ Bw Ben,” weighs 30,352 pounds. The Jargest
bell on this side of the Atlmmc is in tho Roman Cathohc;»




