
The Canadian Indian.

by we found two large human legs, also concrete, and a square pedestal
one foot high, on which was a symbol of the Phallic worship, two lob-
sters and a small turtle, all made of concrete. The doorway of the temple
was three feet high and one and a-half wide. The structure consisted of
large, well-hewn stones, and the ceiling formed a triangular arch with cap-
ping stones, though outside the building was square.-Here and There in
Yucatan.

W HEN a Hidatsa dies his shade is said to linger four nights around
the camp or village in which he died, and then it goes to the lodge

of his departed kindred in the "village of the dead." When he has ar-
rived he is rewarded for his valor, self-denial and ambition on earth by
receiving the same regard in one place as in the other, for there as here
the brave man is honored and the coward despised. Some say that the
ghosts of those that commit suicide occupy a separate part of the village,
but that their condition differs in no wise from that of the others. In
the next world human shades hunt and live on the shades of buffalo and
other animals that have here died. There, too, there are four seasons,
but they come in an inverse order to the terrestrial seasons. During the
four nights that the ghost is supposed to linger near his former dwelling,
those who disliked or feared the deceased, and who do not wish a visit
from the shade, scorch with red coals a pair of moccasins which they
leave at the door of the lodge. The smell of the burning leather they
claim keeps the ghost out; but the true friends of the dead man take no
such precautions.-Dr. H. C. Yarrow.

T HE Assineboins, somewhat like the Crows, cultivate their hair to a
very great length, in many instances reaching down nearly tb the

ground; but in most instances of this kind the great length is produced by
splicing or adding on several lengths, which are fastened very ingeniously
by means of glue, and the joints obscured by a sort of paste of red earth
and glue, with which the hair is at intervals of every two or three inches
filled, and divided into locks and slabs of an inch or so in breadth, and
falling straight down over the back to the heels.-Catlin.

COLUMBUS, speaking of the North American Indians, said :-" I swear
to your Majesties that there is not. a better people in the world; they
love their neighbours as themselves; their language is the sweetest,
softest, and most cheerful, for they always speak smiling; and, although
they go naked, let your Majesties believe me, their customs are very be-
coming; and their king, who is served with great majesty, has such
engaging manners that it gives great pleasure to see him; and also to
consider the great retentive faculty of that people, and their desire of
knowledge, which incites them to ask the causes and effects of things."
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