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A FORGOTTEN WORTHY OF TERRA NOVA-CAPTAIN
RICHARD WHITBOURNE.

(By our Yeufownd0iund Correiponel)

In this paper I have to bring before the readers of the
Cenair:n I -rated eN the name of une fir inferior ln
renown to the two illustrions characters already treated of-
namely, Sebastian Cabot and Sir HRmphrey Gilbert; but the
name of one t whom Ne-wfouundland is deeply indebted, and
who though in a rather humble rank of life did ber incalcula-
ble service. Captain Richard Whitbourne, mariner, of
Exmouh, Devonshire, is one of England's forgotten worthies.
He belonged t that bold race of seamen who in the days of
Elizabeth and James laid the foundation of England's
maritime suprem-acy, and discovered those distant lands
which are now homes of industrious and thriving millions.
For -orty vars Captain Whitbourne traded to Newfoundland,
and so that e acquired au accurate acquaintance with the
country anud people, and formed almost a romantic affection
for th- Island uand ail connected with it. Having done what
he could, during the active part of bis life, to promote its
interests, he returued to England in his advanced vears; and
the brave old sailor, to whom the use of the pen must have
ben rather irksome, sat down and wrote an account of this
country. with the view of promoting its coloniaation by
Enilihmeu. Ca->tain Whitbourne's book on Newfoundland
is au honest and truthful one; and ma ing due allowance for
the state of knowledge in those davs, and the small inaccu-
racevs intou wbich such plain simple men might naturally fall,
it may be alifmed to contain nothing: regarding this Ilandi
which has not Leen fully borne out by after experience. The
hrewdnes- hon'ty uand good sense of the writer are ap-

parent <n every page. A brave man was Captain Whitbourne
one who could fgtL in extremitv as t:li as write a book, and
sail a ship. Wnen the Spanish Arinada was approasching the
shore, of England. he ftted out a ship at his own cost, for the
d o'ence of his native land, and whe-n the invader appearud off
B-rry H-ad, h was one of Elizabeti's gallant pack of Devon
Captains. w-ho as-hd out of Turbay intu the verv thiek o the

panish galleons, undismaved by their size and numbers, and
harr.e-ed and kent t.ie foc a ba r till the London tleet cane
U's. and Britaius Salamis was fouht aud won. No wonder
that Elizabeth called the men of Devon " ber right hand
and .mng these patriotic worthies w-as oiur stout-heartedP
Caitain 'Whitbourne. He1- was prs--ert in Stz. John's. hc tells
u. in his book, when Sir Hunphsre buGilbr took poisssion ot
the Island, and his voce helped to swell1 the cheer down by
thr beau. wh-n the flaz of Eugland w-as first unfurled. lie
was the firs to say a favourable word for Newfoundland aud
tu make known to Euglishmn the great natural capabilities
of the cuîntry.

'aptain Richard Whitbourne's book made a great iripres-i
sivn, and must have given a strong impulse in favour of,
settlinig the Gland and wu rking it-s tisheries. So highly didi
Kingr James think of the volume that be ordered a copy to nbe
snt to every parish in th Kingdom ;and the Arclibishop oft
Canterbury and York issued s lutter recommending it, with
the view of promucting emigration to these shores. Thnus, -oi
hundr'd and tifty years agco, Newoundland was a name on
the lips of mostn Engrlihmen The Island theun loomed largei
and important in the eyes of statesmeni.rad was inuch more
genuerally kuowu than at the preietr day. Whitbourn, in
his little book, told the people very truly ithat the soil tof
Newfoundland would grow abundantly 'ecorn, cabbag,i
carrots, turnips, lettuce, and such like," when duly cultivated.,
and that it yielded spoutaneously 1 fair strawberries and
raspsberries," and multitudes of bilberries which are by ome
called whorte-s,' (whence our moidiern corruption hurtz">)
-and many other delicio'is berries, which I cannot name, in
great abunlance." He told them to t of the bares, foxes, beavers,
deer, bears ad wolves, and among wild fowl eumeîa-'rated our
plump partridge, hawks, ravena; crows and thrushes, but
above ail the petnguin, as big as a goose»" This was the great
auk, ther- abundant on al the islands round the coast, lit
which bas been exterminated by the rec.kless cupidity of man.
so that for the last sevent vyears not a singleo speimen uf it
has been sen. Of the abundance and e.x'ellence of the fsIh
Whitb urne wrote in raptirous terins. Then, waxing -n-
thusiastic and eloquent, be exlairns, " whbat eau the worldi
yield w the sustentation of man which is not to bue gotten
here ? Desire yun wholesom-i air, the v-ryfood of life? It is
there. Shal any land pour in abundant heaps of nourish-
ments and necessarieus before yon? There you have then.
What seas so abundant with fsh ! What shors su replenish-
ed with fresh aud sweet waters1! How much is Spiiii,
France, Portugal. Italy and other places beholding to this
noble part of the world for fish and other comm)oditi s !
Let the Dutch report what swctneis they have s u cked froua
thence by trade! The voices of thea are as itrumpets lioud
enough to make EnLIaud fail more and more in love with
such a sister-land. I an oath to weary thee, good reader, in
acquainting thet of those faions, fair and profitable rivers ;
and likewise those deliihtfuil, large and inestimable wouods,
and also with those fruitul and enticing hills and deligltfuh
vallies, there to hawk snd hunt, where is neither savage people
nor ravenous beasts to hinder their sports."

It is only toflate that w-e are getting to understand how true
are thetse representations of the shr-,wd, observant old captain
ii regard te our soil, given to the world two bundred and
fifty years ago. We are actually beginuing uf lat, uto find out
that there are fertile valleys and splendid coal-fieldm in the
western portion of the island. Alexander Murray, Eq ,F.G.S.,
our abte Geological Surveyor, in the course tof last sunrunmr,
may be truly said te have discovered for us the noble valley
of Exploits, seventy miles in length and from two to tenuh mile
ha breadtb, almost frefrom swamps and boulders, the soit in
many places equal to the best in Lower Canada, and the pine,
birch and fir of the bst quality and the largest size. liere is
a single vallety in which 70,00 inhabitants might find a cor-
fortable borne, and it is still uninbabited and till recently all
but unknown.

With such facts bfore us w-e must not laugh at good old
Richard Whitbourn's enthusiasm Perhaps in his love for
the country he wen a little tou far at times. Su tender was
bis regard for Newfoundiand that he tried bard to apologize
even for Our blood-thiraty moquitoes, representing thenu as
a kind of police-force, very serviceable in driving lazy loiterers

4-to their work. Here is what the delightful old sikipper wroto

of our mosquitoes:-c'4Neither are there any snakes, toads,
serpents, or any other venomous wormis that were ever kiown
to hurt any inn uin that country ; but only a very little,
nimnble fly (the least of ail flies) which ii called a miskicto.
Those dis seem to have great power and nuthority over ail
loitering and idle peuple that come tu Newfoundlanîd ;for
they bave this property, that when they tind any such lying
lazily, or sleeping in the woods, they will presently be more
nimble to seize on them than any s'rpaut will. be to arrest a
man for debt. Neither will they leave stinging or sucking
out the blood of such sluggards until, like a beade, they bring
him to his master, wlhere ie should labour, li whici tiue of
loitering those ties will su brand such idIe persons in their
faces that they mayl be known from others, as the Turks do
their slaves." Thisf ue old sea-rover unst have had a quiint,
dry humour of bis own. It is very clear froui lus exposition
why mosquitoes are so " rough " on ail who go trouting. They
regard such intruders into their domains as idle seanps who
are trying to shirk their work, and they send themn hone
branded on the face as Illazy loiterers."

Our dear old captaitin was not afraid of the devil or of
Spaniards, but lie had a sailor's dred of nermaids, especially
after a narrow escape he hal fromi being carried off by one in
the harbour of St. John's. lie bas lft to posterity, in bis
book, a full and faithful account of his interview withi une of
these bold, unscrupulous sea-nymphs, who in the exercise of
iwoman's rights," evidently designel to hurry bim off' to her
sea-caves, there to make a neriani of our stout Devonshire
captain, leaving Mrs. Whitbuurne a disconsoate- widow. The
event, lie tells us, took place at River 1llad, wiere, in the
grey dawn of the morning, the captain chaned to be mlean,
dueing alon bthe beach . Sude'-nlv le beheld i a Strang-
creatur swimming swiftly toward s himw, looking cheerfuilly
into his face, as it had been a woman," and very beautiful
and graceful il face, neck and forehliad. The sft-hearted
sailor could n otbut admire the fair proportions and wicli.
rounded bust and shouldlers of tii> fasinating female of ti-
deep. But wcn he saw that she did not paue for an iritro-
duction., but came straight towards himii, "vident ly int&ninIgZ
t spring ashore to him. he did the very wisst ithing lie could
bave loue under the circumstances, and, Jos'-ph-like, turned
and ran for it. How wa he to knw whether lier intentions
were honourable or otherwise or whetlir she m-ant t claim
him as her a alinity ?" When at a safe distance, bhe turrned
and isaw hfer gamboIlingi in the water, shwing ber white
shoulders in a decidedlv coquettish way, and throwing ru-
proahful tgaices at hin fur his wait of gallantry fromI ber
soft, browln eyes. In these d';e gn'ratv, sceptical days wlin
William Tell ani ite shooting the a1 pl on bis son's head,
and poor dog Gellert of our etariy days are sted a: as mytls
even bv votn'sters, I ai afraid feiw will be gst to believ-
that Captai n Ricâhard Wh itburne, rn'riner. of Exm'uti.
Devon. actuall s; int.rvieed a livirnc mermaid in th'v

barbour of St. Joh . N. F.An urnbe-ievir genesration iili
heartle-sly talke ail the poetry and roman:ine-- out oif thbe ad - -
ture by saying that th b- sipe scptn merely saw ia
seai disporting in tlthe harbour. and that his excited itia
tion filled up the piuture. AIl true ivers s of the inarvelis
and mVterious will however, scout sucl a tieory witth in -
nation, and stand up stiuîtlyv for the m.rmaid.

Our brave capti i- hoeve, dniger ilt" real thai
mermaids to en ounîter, lie tells s tiat ina the. yar :
buing again on his favourite coast, h f--i lin wsith thiat fam -us
arch.pirt. P--tet Eston, who had wti hi tun sai tl of o
shlips, wvell ftiurnishud and very r . !an ar'-irate, ind.:ed
Peter appears to have treated ur captain verv kindly. He
had realised a handîson- fortune by piratcy and wiebed owr
to retire ho.nourably from the profe sio..After kee;ñag Whit-
bourne a pri.soner for leven weeks, the li-rudent eer de.
spatced him to England with a megage to tIe atritin
tu the efteet that he was ope'n to lacu'çpt a pardin. It
shows what the spirit of the' tim, t was in tin Iav,
whe<n we find that a paroin was at On-'-- senlt t' thlis
bold pirate. Bfore; it rechd hmi, ho-ever. E t IIi
got weary of waiîn, ard " sai led for the strats of bltar,

and wasafterwards entertaiîed by tie ItDukc of Savoy, unier
whom he lived rich " W"alti in th-s--d a- in our wn.r
covered a multitude of sins, ands when - irate betron' ib
and had teun good ships ai sto of-- uId, armis atîshl ting
ren, even sovkerign princs tok hiim by the hand.

Ii 11;15, Whitornue saild for îwfoundland on onficlai
business, carryng with hin a comisi und"r the ssai of
the High Court ut Admiralty', authoriin hii te,m;-upânnrli
juries and reform disord-rs <In ih oast.b eIs d*iii lits work
well, but got only *' bsarr-n honur'' t. iris rew ard,. li th
following ye!ar his shi p of 1' tosi, ln from Newfouland
toLiisbon, was ritled by a Rho0cellb' isit,-, wI-reby i ut, red
lo's utothu extent of 8e-a Iarg'um in those dils. Onc',
more he made the attemýinpt to colunic tiie cou:r'ty, and sailed
for Newfoundland in a ship of his own, vi tiu l by a joint-
stock company. Again le fell inutoî tl. hans uofpirates and
lis pruject CUc ,sain' 'toiwthng.- Th''n it was t1hat inliig his
individual elorts futile, he sat down. i hi is delirin years,
and peu I tlhe apîpeaîl referred to abov-', atdre-d t'o the
King and people, uring earnsity the ttl:-ent of th'
island, and this for lhe curioui r--aso, anoun ther that it
would afford air outlet for the superaburant population.
" Consid-ring how your Maj-sty's kiigdom do abursind and
overzlow witlîh0 pie If thI s re'as uonhel gtood in ti- daivs
of James th CFirst, is a jrustirication, iow miîîuch mort *.wouni
it apply in our iaiys i

In tic>nrclsion tb of his q'uaint book, Whitbourne thanks
Go lthat althoughl be hadi Often sufred gretat1 e b' pirate.s
and ea-rover, no e;ualty had ever hlp-ee tan siip lu

which he himself saileal ; ui be takes tis comfort tliat if,
after more thant forty years of naval life, h hadl reapred little
other than the peace of a good conscienice, lie as ati least hie
knowledge thatl he had ever be-n a loya! sj-ct to hbis prince
whilst he lias enjoyed the corfort of never yet, in ail hi
time, havitrig been Il beholding to any doctorionsel or apo-
thecaries' drugs " for the preservation of his he-althr. A Iter
all the buffetings of forune, h enjoyr i ar lionourable and
tranquil old age in the land of his birth, and W4&'a 4"gatheredl
Sto is fathera " in peac Liglht be thie rturfnr thy breast,''
brave, honeut ihard W tor All tru Newfound-
landero must ever revere thy menory.

We are glad to hear that Mr. William i 'Law Garlne uor85
Gracechurclh Street,Loundin, son of Mr. omie of Ottawa, IN ap-
pointed ComminIsioner fur taklg uaths ailnd anilavits In
Englnd in all matters pertainin g to the Canadrian Courts.

FIELD AND FLOOD.

The0 Guelph races took place on the 26th inst

The Toronto Iowing Club intend laving a sailing regattar
this day (Saturday)

John Mann, ln thIe I Star of the North," won the scull-race
for tle champioinip ut Halifax Ilarbour.

The Montreal Foot Bali Club ls emaking arrangements for a
seriestof matchest be tcplayed during the season.

The' Silver Star " base bail club of Port lHopte defeated the
" Beaver " club of Newcastl last w-eek by 65 tu 26 in eight
innings.

A grand yacht race is to b held nt Kingston on or about
the loth inst. The yaht-ba "-Gorilla" and i Ina" 'will
compete.

A yacht race f forty muiles between the 1,MetaI I vision,
and Gra-" took place last week at Sandy lok, and ws-
won by the Muta" in 661. 55m.

The '" Exceisior ' base bail club of Woodstock, junior
champion oft Canada, defeated the " Young Victorias <'

Ingersoll last week by a rcore uf 7f to 5.
Ie Quibe regatta on Saturday was a great succeiss. 'Thbe

ract of rniost in-rs was the frur-arr.d rase, which wwas on
b t(he La'dydi uferin, te Ilibernian - seicoIId.
The sixth championhip gaie of the s-ries bsutwe.teen-tlhe

Atle-tie-s of Philadilia andi tshe Baltituores of lialtimurrs-as
won last wek by tire torm with a coron of l to P

A match was pliiyed oun Saturday betw-e the sumokers and
non-sNkers ouf b Msntreal La.rose" club, and was wobi l'y
the latter, whou rok the ira, -sond-, and fh gain.

The State Fair rat Sacrani" s lusedr sith c ral -I etween
" Goisiith Maid '" an1 -' Lu-y,' tu hat"s, ht tMree in

ù"e, for$ que G-ldmit Maii ~ wounin thr,-e staighit
hIeatMý

Mr. Douglas, of thea- Sapph has isu'd a chaîllee tu 'ail
any schuonsr in England ftom th, Nahlu, t tChebrg an 'ritsk
thre races :tie wttier of two o fut othre tio taki- the prize,
say a 5ýI0 or 1<-0' gulinea rIp.

A cricket astch' wt»s "p d at bhe Trnuo Cricket G rouni
on Thursdy if last wik, betwn tie vorkvill- CnIkit
Clsub and th Whiti-.y lub.whbih resulted in a victor fr tie
Yorkviiie, by 114 to si

A masstch rmltu'- ot ie4aß,-- -i w-as, p'lrIy ltast w 'ee'k be'tws.:n
th' - Silver Statr s .: -f l'rt lop and the "l avr -i -h:

of Newastl muiugj in favour of th, f-rmer by a wre -f -'
to '2-is îidd in eight innin

A als k et tmaIt s i p iia layeiiid at '1'. tToroito on the 24i th and

25th1 ult betw'n the Torrnto 'lub and a tl:n tlectI!

iro.mî gentIls ieu r'-tini north of T rt .r, u t i s
vit rny fo-r h.: frm er, r.winnin by 2-' ruli,

ei,- hundrs anI ten mribes lu -'' and hril' art-r
hours was aomp-ihd Jthe o-her Iay nw ar Arici bi: là iby

a young '-ntbh:au r- ding in the vinuty of Nsiwich. art-
ing frem the Grat Rburghm taton an 4 0amn, b- ru-sa-

WMar -. in iH'ritnrsir, at 43> p. 'hav'ng a mihId

dJis-tantæs but lttiehoutt of ii mtles t Iln i h. 451ui i tInd iî

The Mtrailunt Club has'esolvd upon hlingi tw,

days stup-l, aning on theI 7th anid 19h nt. On the irst
day themre re t. i-ra es f-r born sownd Iby ers o the,

hiutt hat iVts- nv-r wonu ' lurdle raiuc or st teeple sh bis-or

ope n r ,a-ndis a r.s fur ha14-red hr: Ons thecoi Iday
a ras--- a cup prsented by mUmre of timv lun, spi- t'

qutiel hums ; and lasut a hancam p

0n Satur-dy aftrnoon a match was play 4e n thesun
of beb Mstse iceket Club, b-twn i ton of .th, M-n-

tral Clu, and ar ltv-n ot rinut- of L 'hine, Piay b n
ai l-pat on itclock and the Lti: mei wiining the t'--

n--t tir-t t- tl bi1t ani p ia ( a ir itiig i for 5 Ti

Mntrlr weilt in a: ais ioiur, id ihn it 'ete to

dæk t- play longer lisey had=run up a sre of fory-ight wit
btru s wikets sdown.

Speaking of li Endith erchet"rs who latelv v-itedI
Candta Land and le says -Thu', as aic h -Mr Grtce

utains lin, prumi-nnc -s last p'rfrmani of o
agais a 22 nunt liave bIen a .et ne-,si abh w'-- ar-
Somiewhat surp hatk sesen othr .twiket shusl suc:cuhi
fir 10' rins. Our fri'endii ar theus wat r uiist1 w a-ts

n-hl fairly, -r mn e 'dMr .Lldi- k, Mr hrnby-,M Mr HadIw.
adI 3 Mr. Onttaway, wo ved rao'sIIîre- thanlî tii h s it
totals show that i, thty have dsone-.

The annuaI rats, under th' sien of the Royaci C'auadiîm
Yaclit Club, tiok plcie at Tioroitos n Itls 23rd linst. 'Four
yachts sart-e The "Orih " schosiner, 05 tone; "Grrat-

din," c'hoonser, 23 tinrs "GtIoriIla -I4p 3 7t-ns; and
Sik<unett,' sht'p, 22 ton-s The rir-s wnas tak b-y t
urnilla" ln 3br, Simi. 25s; n Olt " S.s mond, 3h., um

and 1 ' riinette'e "third, -hb, 2mu., t A ilver ciu ,iven
by tih" club in cunection with u eids r-e for nd ya in,
was wion by "iruntte"thu ril " l-haing toi giv her haif
a minnut- per t'on timue, lntrin .g protet.

Th- cric-ket match bel'tween tie- Englih gen--mtleen and 22
of stoi and vicinity cnm' o 'nil t l suitThe crowd
of sîpecttisrs was large The 22 went ne to1 the bat, ami
med 51, whni t sEn'glishmen follw, and had 6r4Y tied
dheu, -li-n the last wikt- f-l, Mr. G(re marîuking 2<fli-tc'

highst sini- srse. In the sccond inningr the 22 anu 43,
and ten the Enlshmeni went again ti th' swiukets, and whi

li,' th nump wr m. d J r- rawn they had scoreil 22 with tihe Ilo o(If G
wickets. including Mr. Gras'' w- ue c:ght atrer mking 5.
No further i a.y ,tok plac in I tou ia the Egliheni ft
for QUSe the llowing day. On Saturday laist tie leven
sailed for England in the I Prutt l'nsia n.

Ne hve, re-ivd i':froimN Mr. E C. Barber bt' Secretary-
'Treasurer u thfOttiawaTurf Cilubi, andi a lieatlemnui by
predigr-' alid performance weil qualliddl lt b<e I lil tiat," iti

iprogramumit of thie Ottawa Fall Itae, tt be hUid on the Sih
and 9th Octolber. Thée purs auumnt to $1,8o. No i'rra iSij.

Thr are s-everil races cconfineilt bhorses it li y eH'or
counuty, i step Weil culated to erncourage accessios lt uthe
tufr( and tu inspire local iintterest. Then aiteep,9-chaO
$30, i-or thintemiles of hutinmg country, (or whichoa tin0
our ioronto uings ought to bu entered -Entles-clos' oM h'
October, Our refminiscences of the Spring Mecetiug at th-
Capbital are no pleauantthan e cordially wilh our OttawIss
fients thucâmeceas tbey Masirve.-Torno M .
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