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CHAPTER VIL

“‘:‘""e'l smiles are ever mixed with tears,
Ay a:‘ Mmeet, then come the parting fears.”
st 5 t:" day passed away, and Arthur Stanh?pe
ay b “fa"ed.at St. John’s, and each returning
the c}f ound it more difficult to'break uway'from
t°rypc'|lr-m _“‘hlch bound him there. A satisfac-
Alrcissement had taken placebetween him-
#0d Lucie, and an avowal of his long cherish-
ing Opes an.d attachment, drew {rom her a blush-
= Coufession that his affection was returned
€qual sincerity and constancy. He how-
Pneztle;do-d with much reluctance to Lucie’s
guarde's“’e’ that !1e shouk} not.at present ask
Teagon t l:n .ssanctxon ?o their union; for she had
0 gy, h'elle_\'e that it would not be grantgd,
eO\‘erls displeasure wc?uld throw a glooiny
oy, ber the few days which they had yet to
¢ ore Stanhope’s departure.

lo‘jg been o favorite object with AL La
Onre‘::llte his nephew in marriage with Miss
Ylong “'O“fd, l:"\d De Valctte'’s rm?k and expecta-
any re Q:v‘e rendered the alliance vqual, «nd
.3150 enwr:;)?c-s ad\'u?mgcous. Madume LaTour
'f“efest g warmly ioto !\is views, ‘fr.om a true
ief (hyy it ‘\f’r Young relam'c;s, and a sincere be-
ang world) ould promote their mutual Lappiness
the g fish y Prosperity.  She had no suspicion of
ing e nP;Ohcy which, in that as in most other
e, ln'd f‘r}ied her husband’s designing char-
fulﬁllnent Which rendered him 150 intent on the
Argy )i;’it‘he marriage, that Lucio dreaded to
(e d"ﬂﬂnceotm)y- opposition by appearing in
© his will, before it was absolute-
‘Y to declare her choice. Lucie had,
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however, invariably discouraged De Valette's ad-
dresses, though he affected to regard her cold-
ness as mere girlish caprice or coquetry. .Apart
from her indifference to him, and her religious
scruples, the remembrance of Arthur Stanhope
hed never been effaced from ber mind; and, ro-
mantic as that attachment seemed, when time
and distance separated them, it lingered in her
heart, through every change of scene, and
brigbtened the darkest shades of doubt and dif-
ficulty and disappointment. Her firmness of
mind and priuciple had enabled her to resist the
wishes of her aunt, and the remonstrances of La
Tour; and she believed that De Valetfe had too
much pride and generosi’ to accept & hand
which wes forced upor hiin with an unwilling
heart, when fully convinced that such were her
feelings toward him. Lucie would gladly have
consulted ber aunt, on so important a subject,
but she feared her confidence might expose her to
La Tour’s displeasure, if he chanced to suspect it.

Stanhope well knew that Lucie eculd not Je-
gally contract 2 marriage, during her minority,
without her guardian’s consent; buta few months
would obviate this difficulty, and he was there-
fore reluctantly obliged to remain satisfied with
her injunction of secreey for the present; but
the interdict wus relieved by a promise, given
with the furvour of hearffelt truth and sincerity,
thet no earthly power or circumstance sheuld
withhold her hand from him, when he came to
claim it, early in the cnsuing spring.

La Tour, iu the mean time, was likely to find
ample employment for his time and thoughts, in
continued hostility of M. d’Aulney. Disuppointed
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