A
g
g
>
4[;
kY

%
»

4

“1 HAVE SET WATCHMEN UPON THY WALLS O!JERUSALEM THAT SIALL NEVER HOLD THEIR PEACE, vAY NOR NIGHT."
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CHRIST AND THE LEPER.
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Loathsome, an outcast, doomed to solitude,
Or, wotse than solitude, to share the fate
With loathsorne outcasts like himself; he stood
A leper, all alone, wathout the gate 3
When, lo! the Master comes: wherealtof | te
1fad been despair and hav less misery,
Beamed a bright ray upon lus warke. a state;
At once he felt a great High Priest was nigh,
A priest who could be touched with his infirmity.

Approach he dares not—*thou canst make me clean,
Lovd, if thou wilt #* This-was his only plea ;
o1 will?? the gracious answer* naught between
‘The promis® and th* omnipoteat decree
Of + Be thou clean ™  Spotless at onco and free
From taint, his weary heart he could divest
Of its whole burden: in society
Free from the neeforth o iniugle, ot to rest
*Mid beings, long unscen, \Lowshie had luved the best.

Fanty wonld vainly strive to paint his grief

When suffering. his carn-stness of prayer

Tor help, or the glad joy of his relicf:

But we may know and feel it ; we may share
LEach of these varying nwods § this deep despair,
"I'his earnest longing to be heuled, tus joy,

When madg the subjects of His heaveuly care.
Who is there, giactous Losd, that might not cry,—
« Such leprosy 15 minc, such peed of thee have 1 {7

Behold me with the Yeprosy of sin,

Tainted like him; condemned to herd with those

Who with fuir vutside, are mute foul within

Than-he whorn thou dulst heal: tosech repose,

And seek it all m vain, as one who knows

He must be ealéd from the blessed seene

Of saints made perfect; sich my weight of woes?

My want, my bope, my faith by thee are seen

#Look on e !—af thou wilt, Lord, thou canst make me
clean,”
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WIAT DOEST THOU HERE ELIIAH
(Lrom the Chicugo Prairic Hurnld.)

PUVNV SNV

’

It appears from the record of events in the life
of Elijah that atter he had slain the prophiets
of Baal, the woman Jezebel wished her lus
band to seel lus tifo. 'I'he prophet fied into the
wilderness.n day's journey, ‘T'he Lord showed
him wondrous things, miraculously suppiying his
wants; und afier this hg went and hid mself
in & cave, and the voice of Gud came to him
and said, * What doest thou here Ilijah 7" —
"The prophet said he had felt deeply the disre.
‘spect shown to the Lord of Hosts.  His cove-
nant had been forsaken, his altars thrown
down and his prophets slain. e thought he
was alene as w worshipper of Jehovah, one
whose life they sought. God called him out
and manifested hus power, and speaks as if he
were chiding his minister for his unbefief; and
shows hun that it was not by thunder, tempest
of earthquake that he influences mon's minds,
but by the sull small voice of trath, Iilyjah
again returned to the cave, and while he stcod
there the voice of God came to him,—* What
daest thou here. Elijah?”  He returned an an-
swer much as before.  But the Most High had
need. of him, and he accordingly calied from his
Tetirement to go on one of his errands.

Occasionally the professor finds himself by
his own voluntary act in the midst of polutical
strife and turmoil, 2 zealous partizan, a busy
member of comnmittees whose object s, olten by
means which ride rongh shud oter seruples,
elect-vile wncn to offi es of trust. When it s
so and there is na tite for the prayer meeting
no time for tiaching of the family, no ume to
ssist in the proper business ol the church;'n
ould be well of some, perhaps cailed officivus
et faithful frioad would say, * What duest thou
here 2"

Sometimes, too, the christan is found at the
periodical dinner, and gives all the weight of
his example to the use, often involving the abuse
bl intoxicating drinks. The christian world is
pow more awahe to this point, but many may
¢t be found in these circumstances to whom
k would be well of conscience would suggest
hic question, * What doest thou here 2”

To the young female whom the attraction of
ha ball room, with its tinsel glare, has fasci-
ated, and to which, in spitc of the expressed
Mishes of a too yielding parent she has resolved
hg.t she will go, it will be well indeed if the
oice of God would come and overpower the
music as it arose with its voluptuous swell,”
D that she would -almost belicve that the

words were articulate in her ear, * What doest
thou here ¢

"T'o the young man whiese itnagination some-
the christian minister of the missivnary,and who
tnes sours towards the dignity of the position of
15 able flucatly to express hus thoughts 1 the
Jebating soctety on guegtions not directly bear-
g on the religious well being of man, but who
yet continues to educate herself merely with
view to future ennnence m some one ol the
varicd wealth producing businesses of the world,
the enquiry may be addressed, * What docst
thou here I

‘I'o the young man or young woman who is
personally acquainted with the truth and able
1o communicaie in the Subbath school the
Bible class, ur from house to house giving in-
struction orally or by means.ot the tract, and
cudeavoring to win waunderess back to the Sa-
vivur, and thuse who have never known himnto
como and sit at bis feet to such perfering the
personal gratification and comparative comiort

of the intercsting bovk ou the Sabbath alternoon,

the question may justly be subinitted fur.con-
sideration, % What doest thou here ¥

In the ecarly days the prophet was called
upon to occupy the high pluces of the field,
and not permitted from considerations of fear,
or because he might despair of the success ol
his missivn, to wideaw from the contliet and
tetire tu the cave, ualess the voice of Giod dis
tinetly told him to du so. The word most fre-
quently was. ¢ Go aud proclanin i the ears
of the people.” The Most High declares.that
he arose early to send his messengers. * Go
preach to Nineveh,” was. siud to Jonah. The
prophet for 2 time feared and struggled. hard 10
avoud the message—but-God wnsisied,  Ifthen

in those days he called on his ninister to,

“qnit them hke men and be strong” with, the
the ‘prospect of danger, and to be “full ol faith
and of-the Holy Gobst,” even when all areund
scems to bowv the knee to the image of Baal,
surely now when there i1s a war of opinions,
and we alinost suppose that the battle of Ar-
mageddoun is being fought, the prophets, of Gud
should know their place and beware of giving
too much time either to society or the study,
lest the still small voice of the Master reach
them, * What doest thou here 2"

Sometimes men may be found who have had
themselves put into the priest's office for a prece
of bread, shepherds who value the flock only
from the fleece that can be obtained from them,
dumb dogs that cannot bark, lying down,
loving to stuinber. Propliets whom God bas
not sent, who prophesy falsely, saying,
“peace, peace, when there is no peace,” men
whe preach not Christ but themselves, or an-
other gospel whieh is vot another.  When it is
so, anit we consider the value of the interests
at stake, that souls pass into eternity cheated
into the the belief that all is well, whe inevi.
tably all 1 lost, it seems as if all creation
might become vocal as one passes into the sa-
cred desk to utter his inaaities, and drive him
from it with the londly reiterated question,
“ What doest thou here %

The Biblas f'nl.fquoslions, but perpaps in
practical bearing few go beyond this onc.—
While applied to tRconscience it will keep us
at work when othér8tretire to the cave and say,
«1 pray thee have me ekcused.” The question
seems to imply that there is a place for every
one, and can never come amiss to him who
15 always at it. It is vecorded of onc that
he « by transgressing fell that he might go
to his own place.” The Saviour to his sor-
rowing disciplessaid, *1 goto prepavea place
for you." How widely apart the two places.

Art thou in thy place? Is there no neerd
of a » What doest thou bhere? If thou art
yet it worlding, following the path of.the child
ren of disobedience, which leads ferther and
further astray, oh listen, as i tones of love
and mercy the suil small voce presses on you
the question, W hat daest thou here 27

Artthou a christian, vet a wanderer, a strag-
gler, sollowing atar cti?  Art thou amongst
the unraty who need to be warned: Will ye

also go away? \
: F.F B

THE PAST-

0, my fiicnds [ think somctimes, cou'd 1
recull the days that arc past, which among
thetn should T choose?  Not those “ mersier
days,” not the “pleasent days of hope,” which'
I have so ofien tnd so fondly regreted, but the
day of a mother’s fondness for her school-boy.
What would [ give to callher back for one day
on my knees to ask her pardon for all these lit-
tle asperities of temper which from time to tine
have given her gentle spirit pain; and the
day, my friend, I trust will ¢ome when there
will be time cnough for kind offices of love if

Heaven's eternn) years be onrs,  Hereafter her
mncele spirit shall not reproach me.

O, my feiend, enltivate fihal feelings; let no
man think humselt relew -d trom the kind “char-
ities” of relntionship - these are one of the best
foundations tor every specics of benevolence, |
rejoico 10 hear by certain channels that you,
my frieng, are reconciled with all your relations.
“I'is the most kind and natral species of love,
and we have all an assoc’«ted train of eariy
feclings to fecure its strength and perpetuity . —
Lamb, ’

'SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATION.
» Gath.”'—1 Sam. xxi. 10,

This was one of the five principalities of the
Philistines. No trace of it now remains, and
even 1ts site has, been mattor of controversy
Calinet, aud others after hum; conjecture thai
Ekron and Gath were at the opposite extremi-
ties of the Jand of the Philistines—the former to
the north, and the latter to the south.  This con-
clusion is chiefly founded on a construction of the
texts, I Sam. v. 8,10, and-xxvii. 52, to which we
sec no occasion-to sabscribe ; and it is thought
to be supported by the mention which Jerome.
makes of n Gath between Bleutheropolis and
Gaza. DBut eventlus would not make Gath
the svathernmost city of the Philistices. Be-
sides, Jerome says that there were diflerent
Yathsin the neighborhood ; for, speaking of
Jaual's birth-place, he says it was called Gath-
Opher, th distinguish it from other places of the
same name near Eleutheropolis and Diospolisy
and which of these be understood as the Phili
stine city is clear from his conjectures, n his
comment on Jer xsv. 20, that as Gath is pot
mentioned with the other Philistines states, 1
was probably atthat time ncorporated with
Ashdod. He therefore understood Gath to be
nearer to Ashdod than any other of the Phib-
stino ciiies; and therefore he pomts to the
same place as Busebius, who says that Caza
was four miles from Eleutheropolis, on the
road to Lybda.  This was in the tribe of Dan,
and thetelore has the support of Jesephus, who
distinety says that-Gath was in the tribe of
Dan. Thigis the position usually given in
maps, and we apprehénd that none could be
fonnd more in unison witll the ‘general bearing
of the Scriptures.  Let us take the-instance of
the migrations of thearl while in the hands of
the Philistines. It whs first tuken to Ashdod,
and was from thence carried to Gath, which

'this account malies the nearest 10 Ashdod of

all the Philistine towns; and its removal to the
nearest town s certainly more probable than
that it was taken to the most most distapt town
of all, which Calinet,s acrount supposes Gath to
h ave been, witheut touching at thd intermediate
towns of Askelon and Gaza on its way, Then,
again, the aik was removed from Gath to Ekron,
which the common account malkes to have been
the nearest town, except Ashdod, to Gath;
whereas the other account absolutely makes the
ark in this removal traverse the whole fength.of
the Philistines’ country, from Gath, the most
southern town, to Elkron on the most northern

with the same silence as before concernjng the’
inteimediate towas. For these, and other
reasons, we subscribe to the opinion which pla-
ces Gath at no great distance from Ashdod.—
Four miles from Jleutheropolis, on the road to
Diospolis, of course males Gath more inland—
more towards the frontier of [srael than any
other Philistine town, and was perhaps about
tweuty-five miles west of Jerusalem.—Pictorial
Bible.

NOBLE SENTIMENTS.

In a discourse delivered in Brooklyn, on
Thanksgiving day, by the Rev Heary Ward
Beecher, will'be found the following bold and
admirable sentitnents .—+ Itis not in the dis-
covery of new and before unsuspected rehgious
traths, that we cxpect progress; bnt in very
unexpected practical applications of the long
known and simplest truths of the Bible. The
world is able to hear the doctrine of Christ ; but
nothing would convulse it so soon, or so pro-
foundly, at this day, as to insist upon the ut-
most practical fulfilment of that doctrine, It is
sufficiently difficult to inspire men with the idea
of high spiritual truth; but this is much easier
than to procure their practical assent to the
golden rule. The most radical book on earth
is the Bible. Y.et the absolute requirements of
the New Testament be peremptorily lawd upon
business, pleasure, sccial usage, political econ-
omy, and- the whole of public procedure and
it would be like the letting loose of tornadoes
in the forest.

Let an angel of God come down to meas:
ure the ways of men, and to change all that
disagreed with the golden rule, in' the family,

in the shop, in the ways of commerce, in so-

v,
.

cinl and political life, and the clangor of resis-
tance would fil} the heavens | What has beon
the occozion of all the heat and fury which
has gone torth on the Slavery question, but the
simple ondeavor to procure for a despised class
the simplesteletnentof justico?  Yetounregranue
annuaily vexed with redundant argmgents or
culogies of Fourth-ofJuly iustice, ‘I'he whole
mighty fermentation ol Xngland-—the irne‘prcs-
sible throes of Italy, are but the xesult of the
simplest truths of the New Tustament. Let
ralers who love absolute authoerity east the
Bible out of their dominions. It is as ful] of
revolutions as heaven is of stass., Little by
littlo it leavens the lump.  ISach encroachmont
upon embodied and organic selfiskness brings
on a battle. Behold, indeed, the oze is now
laid at tho root ; and every tree which -bringeth
not forth good fruit shali be hewn down nnd
cast into tho fire. )

.

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATION.
* Brug ropes to that city,” &eo—2.Samuel xvii. 13,

The exaggerated, hyperbolical stvle which
Hushai, here and elsewhere, judges te be cal-
culated 1o win upon Absalora, shows that he
perfectly undersioed the sort of man with whom
he had” to deal. In- the present instance it.s
possible that there was some exaggerated re-
fereuce to a mode actnally adopted in the
siege of towns. Hooks er cranes were thrown
upon the walls or battiements, with which by
moans of attached ropes, they were somotines
pulled down piccemesl into the ‘susrounding
thrench or ditch. T'he language of Hushai
is of stronger import than this, and seems in-
tended to convey the idea, that with sich
vast power #s Absadm could commard,
the mere mauual fores of his troops would
sweep the strongest town from the face of the
earth. It is in fact a true "Oricntal styls-of
speaking of or to n prince.  Forbes, in" his
w Oricntal Memoris,” has a passage which, as
ho states .illustrates this. o describing- the
manner in which the chopdars or heralds pro-
claitned the titles of Fuity Singh, the Mah.
ratta. chief, as they marched before him, when
ho visited the British camp at Brodera, he
says:— One of the most insignificant look-
ing men Lever saw, then becamo the flestroyo
er of nations, tho leveller of mountyins, the
exhauster of the ocean, After commanding
every inferior ortalto make way for this
exalted prince, the heralds called aloud to the
animal erention, % Retire, ye serpents; fly, ye
locusts ¢ approach not, guanas, lizards .and
teptiles, while your lord and inaster tonde-
scends to set his foot upon the -earth.” Afro-
gant as this language inay appear, 1t1s less
so than that of Oriental pageantry in general,
‘The sacred writings afford many esamples of
such hyperbole. None more so than Hushal’s
specch to Absalom ™ Indeed, Hushai's speech-
es to him furnish a cheico collection of suck
Orientalistns. Absalom is to collect an army
was the sand that is by the sea for multitude ;"
‘which army is to Jight upon David and the
faithiul few = as the dew falleth on the groudd
and is to pull tewns with repes into rivers
w until there be not one small stone found there.”

~—Dictorial Bible. o

FXEMPLARY PATIENCE.

At a session of the court, Judge Olinwas vio-
lently attacked by a young and very impery
tinent atterney. ‘l'o the mapifest surprise ot
everybody present, the Judge,. heard him.quite
through, as though unconsclous ol what was
sai¢, and.made no reply, After tho. adjourn-
ment for the day, and when all had assem-
bled at the inn where the judge and many
of the court folks had their Jodging, one ofthe
company, Teferring: to the scene at the court,
asked the judge why he did not.rebulgo the
impertinent lellow. *Permit me,” said the judge,
loud cnough tocall the attention of all.the com-
pany, among which was«the fellow inques.
tion, “permit me to tell yonastery. My father
when we lived down in the.country, had a-dog
—a mere puppy, Lr.ay say. Well,this peppy
would go out.cvery moonlight night and bak at
the moon for hours together.’, Hero the juige
paused as if he bad done with the story. “Well
well what of it?” exclaimed half-a dozen of the
audienze at once.  Oh, nothing—nothing
whatever!  The moon kept right on, just as tf
nolhing kad happened.” .

Dryixe Saints.~* Let him only fear death
who inust pass from this death to the second

death.’— Cyprian.

p—

«] am not afraid to look &eath in the faoe:

I can say, “ Death, where is thy stingV'e

Death cannot hurt me,”—Jokn Dodd.



