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fit, but rallier to cali attention to s omie or
the maiy clas of work mI which the
ise of itlie mici<rocoe i, absolutely nm e

'ýary and mI whicl the phanarîit ca dc
the work.

A short time ago I noîtced mI a phiar
mmacetmical journal the advertisemîent of a
protimin ent firi of imanutmfacturing chemists
who lave recently embarked mn the retail
business. In this advertisemient the an-
nouncemient is made that they are pre.
pared to do ni îcroscopical wol k for physi -
cians, and ihei follows a list of prees
charged, followed byv the annîouncement
thait a liberai commission wvill lbe allowed
to pharnacists for sendinmg themi this clas
of work. This advetisemment 1i just in
line witl iîy owm ideas, and I have no
ohjections to nake against il : omn the
contrary, I believe that such a course
could be followed by many a pharmiaist
with profit. As remiiirkcd above, the mi.
croscopîe lias become absoltitely necessary
in tfie imntellîgent treamiient of some (lis
cases, alihougli it is a fact thmat but few
physicians have a microscope, and of the
number that have, not ail are by ainy
imeans proficient in mis mamnpulaton amd
use.

Not long since a physician told me of
a case uider h;s care that lie ahlnost %%as
posiave was cancerous': bat on having a
micmroscopical exa mimnat on miade, lie found
that the gowth was not mmalmgnant. This
.iStance I oily mention to show the value
of sucli work. lIy equippmmîg himîseif to
do this work, the plharnmacist places him-
self mi such position that lie becomies a
valuable aid to the physiciami in his, prac-
lice, and in this way gains the conidence
of lhe physician, and adds to his own re
;ustaton as a professional mamn Tlie ev
amiinamuoni of sîpumtumI in rases of suspect-
ed luberculosis m, nlot resorted to one-
ten as oftei as mthe imipfortance of sucli
examinationms demîîands, and ilis miainily
lbecause the physicia is not eo situated
that lie can do the work himiseIf, and no

1 rsoi is handy who can do the work.
lums a verv valuable part mi the diagmiosis
of tubercular troubles is neglected. li
the e\amiiiiatioi of urinary depiosits, tIe
miîcrocopîe agami is mdispensable, and in
the exammation of tumimonis it is very vai.
allie. Ihtus I miglt go on and enmîer
al,-, but it is unnemcesary.

I bîeeve that tins is a tmeld of investiga-
tion that i- pecularlV imivimmg to the
phiarmacist, and one mn whichl lie can
nmake hoth repuita1moni and profit without
havmng to netilect the husImess part of
pliarmnacy. NoIr ms it alonie in examimna-
hions of this kinîd that Ie cai use the
miicros.opie advamntageoumsly. Not long
amgo a friend iade an examnation of the
water supîply of a certain city. l'his ex.
amination showed that there was an excess
of somie of the imitirities tsually found
in water over the hmitts set by the hoard
of health of tIhe State mi which the city
vas located, but the excess was su small
Ihat lie li sitated to condemi Ile water.
A mimcroscpcal exannmîaton, however,
rewaled he preseice of barcili coli, thus
peroving the water to be comtaiiminated

with sewage. 'lie clhemmicail aialysis
sIowed the presemice of a slight excess of
mitrogenous mIatter, but it remamlied for
the microscope to show thle source of the
contamination. Laist year the writer was
asked by a manufacturer of ice to (,xaminme
his product, saying that a chemist liad
analyzed it, and reported tlait there was a
considerable amiioumit of solids in the
water, and that the lons by ignition was
sucih as to iake a bad showing for the ice,
althougl' lie was using nothing but dis-
tilled w.,ter in its mranufacture. A micro-
scopical examiialion proved the soli<
matter to be libers from the papmer em
ployed in filteriig the water. Tlie water,
after being distilled, was being passed
through a filter -if several thicknesses of
blotting palier, this accounting for the
solids in the water from the mielted ice.

It requires no argument to coivince
aIy one of the Valume of mincroscopical in-
vestigation, and year after year new fields
are openin-g f) for this class ni work
where before the microscope was mnot
thought of. - IVestern D)rugist.

Improved Syrup of Eriodietyon as a
Quinine Disguiser.'
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'ie query, how to disguise the bitter
maste of quinine by a neutral vehiiele, lias
rcceived considerable attenltion. Nearly
every pharmacist has at somie time or
another prepared trials, and as far as I
know not reaped the success of having
sonething which wdll entirely overcoie
tis objectioiable taste. Syrmp of Erio-
dictyon, prepared in accordance with thie
National Foi mmlary, is open to criticismis
and lias received considerable comment.

'T'lie first objection seems to be that
tlhe quminie sulphate is more or less de-
composed and thrown down to the bot-
tom of the vial as an almiost unsepnarable
deposit. Tfe second objection seenis to
be the presence of potassa solution lo
whicli physrcians object most empaliau.
cally.

The substitution of sodium or potas.
siumii bicarbonates or carbonates forpotassa
s-Iltmtion is very objectionmable, because of
the natscating effect it produced in
1most cases in which this syrup ias
tried. Having had ny attention cailled
to this, I ai once set to work and sub-
stitted a calcnid sait, namiely, magnesiumim
rarbonate, which answers the purpose
most excelleiinly and thus affording a
perfectly neutral preparation. The prep-
aration I nlow preseit is the aforeiamdiiu
product modified with the addition of
saccharin solution, and which the physi.
cians in our vicinity use in tlieir daily
practice.

'lie fornimla is of tle following compo-
smion

1.'ld. 1txtr. Friodic:yon.........f.grmmsss.
Coip. 'Tinci. of Cardaimion........ grams i.
Oil of oves ..... ..... ... . n .
Oil of I.cmon.. .... ........... Ki xii.

'Proceediang Mu 'hr.o

Oil of Sa.afras ................. g t. x.
\icohiol... .... ............ . . o s.ii.
M agii u m . .arbont. e.............. ois. ii.

-S1 Igar...............s

'o tlie miiagnesiumi carbonate comitaimned
in the mortar graduailly add the fluid ex.
tract. i laving dikted the compoutid
tiicturf. of cardamiomi with seven fluid
ounces of water and dissolved the oils mn
the alcohol add to the mixiture and allow
to stand for one-half hour. shaking occa
sionally. 'lhen filter, percolate through
the slgar and finally add one once of
sacclharii solution to the fiiisiedi syrmp.

The Art of Buying.

Pharmîacists need not be reminded
that, as in aIl other mercantile engage.
mmetîs, close buying constitutes ami im.
portant elemient of success. Amid byclose
buyinmg we do not mican only that the
merchant shall secuire the lowest prices
on his purchases, but that lie shall buy in
such quantities that the goods may find
sale withmin reasonable timie. One often
may secure closer prices by buying in
largerquantities thian his business requires,
but this ik false economy. By over-buy-
ing one not only adds to his stock of
goods not readily sold, but in order to
gel the price desired, one must needs buy
in such quantity that the msold portion
niot oify overbalances the profits on the
goods sold, but also the appmareti gain
made in purchasing at the cheaper price.
Again, in seeking a close price on goods,
we must remieniber that there is a point
ait which good goods cannot be sold ; in
order to imeet the price,quality must suffer.

A mierchant who buys in excess of his
legitimate wants is unwise. The phiar.
macist who buys camphor in moo-pound
loIs when his trade demnands ten pounmds,
siiply because fie can save a cent a pounîd
in the transaction. is in danger of losng
more in the weight of the camphor through
cvafporation than lie profited on the pur.
chase througli the reduced price.

lie pharimacist's first duty to the pub.
lic is that lie know his business, then that
lie dispenses niothing but the best goods ;
and while hie owes il to hîimîself that these
goods lie bouglt as reasonably as pos.
sible, lie is nlot justified in sacrificing
quality for price.- Vestern: Drug.rist.

Bulgarlan Rose 011.

A:ccording to a communication address-
ed to the Politische Corrospondenit
from Sofia, mime production of oil of roses
in Bulgaria is for the present scason 527,
750 muscals (the figures being those of
the Philippopolis Chamber of Commerce),
against Goo,ooo muscals last year, .e., a
decrease of 72,2350 mnuscals of six ounces.
Producers are, iowever, slow to seil,. and
demand 7 francs per nuscal, although
there is a stock of somie aoo,ooo muscals
still on hand. ''ie quality of the new
crop is reported to be excellent.


