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"Shadrach, Meshach and Abeduego answered
and said to the king, ô Nebucbadnezzar, -tva arc
not careful to ansiver tbee in tliis matter. If it be
soi our God whom ive serve is able to deliver us
fromn the burning fiery furnace, and lie will deliver
us eut of thine band, 0 King. But if net, Le it
known unto thee, 0 King, iliat we witi not serve
iby gods, nor xvorship the golden image whxch
thou hast set up" (Dan. iii. 16i-18.)

lut this chapter iva find one, of the miost vivid
of Uld Testament pictures. At the inoutit of
the river Chebar -we corne upen tlic plain of
Dura, iii the inidst whereof stands a colossal
image cf goid. In the background is sce a
yawning fiery furnace, castintg ils Iturid glare
upon the crowd and deepening the golden hue
uf Ilhe monster image. Those -,hlo have des-
cendad coalpits;, visited gis-atra.or passed
throughI flic Il bhck coluntry"ý-i aI igit, Coni
readiiy conceive lthe power and appeorance of
this fuýrnoce as the flames ieop and dance within.
Ini the foreground Nebuehadneziar, Seattod ini
ragai ptonip, lias summjonad flic princes, Ille gev.
ernors, tite captains, and dia grat ones of the
land. lia comnmands thain Io dIo hoinog-e te diae
image, thirenîeing aIl Who refuse with dealli.
The greal meii, at the dicatolix of their imperi-
eus master, hend the kuee and bov lthe had ha.
fore this senscless image. But i n lthe xnids of
the crowxd arc titrea men whoýc- cutentiances
are foirer titan the rest and whose aplîcarance is
more coeay and attractive. Thesa arc dhe
men wito refuse to dafile thiselvas by partaki-
ing of the k-ing's ineat, prafèrring- te subsisî on
pulse and water. 'lhere titey stand, arrainged
befora that migltY menareh and hiis court. For
what ? Hear tite accusation-" Thesa meni oh
king, have not regarded theea: thay serveý not
liîy gods, uer worshi) tlic golden image tlîou
hast set up.- " Is it truc ? Do ya ni. serve
xnv gods, ner îvorshilî the golden imagI, 1 have
set up? NoWvif ve ha ready to fall dewn
lind worship, well-if iiîob Fa shah lie cast mbt
the hurning fiery furnoce. and icho is Maut godl
t/uit shah1 dehirer !101 out cf rny zaids.2e" Un-
moved hy the grandeur aroulid theni-faa.-rIrg

tl flice fury of' tlie king-uinappallcd by tîxe
fir ctths hcil captives raply ili the

foréible lauage, tîxot hcads this Paîr"Our
God whlom WCv serve, is able te deliver, and lie
irli deliver.* Tliey kncw% that t1ieir God could,
$.ive thent, but if liis putrpose would bc balter
served by titeir lpassixig tlirough. 'lic furnace,
tlîey were wiilingr t eitdure raier thait vioiate

is as."But if tiot."* %Viat iîiajasts- in
in these three words! Tliev emb)ody a faitifear-
less cf rccxiqueitças. Firni iniiteir obedience
Ie Divine-cominands, tlîey leave resuilts with
(iod. Int the furnace tev are cast. Tue in-
fîtriated k-ing lias caused i to te l hated"lscven
limes ii:P titan it was 'veut te ba licated.-
What cf that ? lThe ominipotenît iîaud of ilim
in whoxn s.hev trust brings thein through with
hair uusingedl, garmeuts unchangcd, and with
out the snmell of lire passiuig upon tiien. B3.

tixcir uiîdeviatiiîg love of* riglît tlîev coxapel titat
liauglity xîîciarelt te flicwidg tît (od tliev
setrva and loeiasp)ect tîteir o-i tvantding raid
cliaraeter.

Tfli Ilicture is tiîislied. is it itiy vbb
for us ? Sene soy that tliis ON 'Testament P,
cifete, tflint il. lias served ifs purpuei, aiid ixcu%
euly contains Ilxceaps of Hcebrew eld eiotîtas--
Jew stars lontgsinec goe eut. ' But tîtere iz.
lifc-power iii it, quickcîîiiîg us iuto octivity bv
dia noble exantple cf anciexît wordxlies andi b)
ifs typas aîîd histories, whîci carry us Christ
ward and strcngthciî our faitxby beariug w itnes:ý
te the lacis of tue -New Testameant.

Cali te Clhristiaxn learu atîytiiug-cani tie tt
rive comfcrt or intstruction fici this olti stcry, ?
Trulv, yas; and iuîtei ned have -tC ii titis day
cf expedieucies te study ils teatlîing.

1. The comnplété conftidence and reliance of*
those llcbr-tts in tue 1u-otecting îeîvcr cf God.
Ili tîxe liresclit tintie tva Ilîet people wvit haset
full conftidenîce in Christ ns a Sovicutr-itho cati
unhesitatiiigly Commit thîcir seuls te his kcepiig,
kunoiing- tîxat ]lis death brougltt life anîd iminor-
talitv te ligrlt-Nho byv tlîair auxiety, their yieid-
iiîg- te werily seîue.andi ceîformiîg tui
worldly custoîtîs, seem te have litle faiLli iii Geti
as a provider and lîrasarver. Tlîey caui trust
lixun for their spiri tual food, but ignore ]lis pivei
te guida lIeni iii temporal maîters. Sucb siteutt
poitter titis exaiipie, titi uitdcr any exigenev
thcy coni say-MI (led Cali deliver; but if net
-Well, aven tItan I will trust! Puuîder iL tilt
dîey cati exciaixui-" Aliough die iig-trev'shahl
ixot blossomn, îîcitler shh fruit be iii theî
vinles - the labor cf thc cliva shall fait, and te
fiaIds shahl vieîd ne tuent ; the flock shall ha cul
off froni the folti, and thare staha tc liahrd iii
lthe slalis; yct wilt 1 rajoica i luic Lord, J wil
joy in the God of îny salvatioi».

2. Titay olicwed to tiuecassary argruiu, cf'
cf the ntatler-they knewv titot (led liadosaid

ThIlou sitaît have nonte otiter gotis but ne'
-"Thotn shaît nut mahie unto titec aîîy iravil

imnagt, or axîy likciîcss of axîytlling that is iii
iteavaît above, or that is in Lhe cortit bencatx, or
thtat is iii the water under tIc carth; thon shaît
net bow down te thcmn, ueor serve them, for 1
the Lord: tity Goti, oi a jeoloxs alo,~~nd
thcrefo-c their reply was prom pt. They lteld ne
parley with. the leipter-they kne% God coulti
save--iot only coîdd, but -tvouid guoard thelu

,ihrfront or ihroi..qh te fulrnac4. Thev
trusîtd iii tae Lord : ai ivas thitax strexîgî l) tx
the tinie of thîcir trouble.- Ttis, lesson is suIt-i
porteti hy the examîide of our Lord Itiniseif. lit
the iciptation in lte wilrîiess lie îîromnptly
rcpeîîed the tiiipter-the Word cf G ed ivus bis
rcady wcapon: and apoit iii lus t1 Pilr tpra
was ne deiay-iio liugering about lte matter
as thougx iL mnight li e îtertained. Nov, tera
is ait abrîptxies iii our Lord's address tltot is
is verv rarely apparent, as thougli iii haste t'>
cast frein hini atiytlhîicg flaingt draiw xinui
fromt his granit work. Suti is oftan eiîcirckdA
with se xnuch, semixxg bcauîvy, se insinxal.iîg
that WCe need pronîptuees. If we parlay tixe


