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QUBENSTOnr HEIGHTS.
THE BATTLE OF 13th O0TOBER, 1812

The Fnmous Battle ¥ield pesertbed—3 Vistt
to the Npot--The DBeutls of
Gruera) Brocke.

1Y JONN FRASER, MONTRKAL.

The battle of Quecnston Heights and the
aame of Genernl Brock aro Canadinn house-
hold words nssocinted with tus war of 1812
which will ever live and Lo Lald aacred by
Canadians to the latest gruen tion. This
battle was fought on the 13th of October,
1812, Tho villsge of Ques..un is on the
bank of the Ningara river, at the foot of the
beights, about seven milesabove wherestood
old Fort George of 1812, and is distant some
four to five miles from the Falls of Ningara.
Theo battle field of Lundy’s Lauc, fought on
tho 25th of July, 1814, 1s close by the Falls,
bordering on the old village of Drummond-
ville,

General Brock was at Fort Goorge that
mormog, and mounted his horso on tho first
alarmn zad rode at full speed to tho threat-
ened point; on his arrival he found the
Americans on the Heighits above the village.
Brock was killed at the very opening of the
fight, while heading o comgany of the 49th
to retake the battery of one cun on the slope
which tho Aniericans Liad captured ; but in
the afternoon of the same day, as will bo
hereafter shown, the scattered bodics of the
littlo British force wero mustered from Fort
George, Chippewa, and tho otber outlying
posts and attacked the Amecricans; and
afte- ~~a wnlley and » bayonet charge, they
forced ncarly ono-half of them over the
Hcights into the Niagara and captured over
500 prisoncrs ou the Heights, thus avenging
tho death of theiralmost idolised commander
by o glorious victory.

A REYROSPECT.

Come, young Canadian reader, and lot us
go back, in retrospect, nearly fifly yexrsago,
to a Sunday morning in the month ot Jane,
1845, when the writer took o scat high up
on the top of Queenston Heights, close by
whers Brock's monument stands ; come and
be scated with us ; lot us, if you will permit,
light our pipes, and enjoy our ‘‘calumet of
peace,” while we take a panoramic view of
hill, mountainside, river, lake and the mag-
nt landscape cpread out below ue

ﬁon the right hand, we have the Lewis-

Heightgon the American side, scparated
m-tha Canadian or Quecnston Heights by
tha decp; narrow:gorge, of some 600 fect,
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wholc of tho old Niagara District and ron-
dored doubly interesting as embrucing o
*ird’s oye view” of the

WANRPATH OF BOTH ARSIIES
during the war o€ 1812.

On our right hand, on the American sido
of the Niagara, stands tho old town of Lowis-
ton, nestling Leucath the shades of its own
heighta ; then about soven miles down, on
the Awcerican silo, stonds Fort Niagara on
Lake Ontario, directly opposite to where
Fort Guorge stood during the war of 1812,
The writor thusgives a **peu and ink skot2h
of his stand-point view on thetop of Queens-
ton Heights as it uppeared to  him in 1445,
which will serve as anindex to future viritors
to that far-famed spot.

‘Truly, this is storied ground. On and
around thoso ights nod along the whole
rivor bank of the Niagarn, fromn FortGeorgo
up to tho ruins of old Fort Erie, opposite
Buffale, a distancc of over thirty miles,
every footstep rocalls the bygone history of
early Canndinn days. Loug beforen British
drum was heard or n Union Jack of England
floated “a those once far western wilds, the
daring picacer explorers of Old Fraocc had
visited the Falls, and were familiar with the
banksof the Niagara. La Sallo, nearly two
and o half centuries ago, had cstablished a
fur trading post on the very spot where Fort
Niagaras now stands, and & fow miles abovo
the ¥alls, near Navy Island, he, La Salle,
buailt his little schooner, the “Griffin.” tho

rude pioncer of those magaificent floating
castles which have since that day passed
¢ve~the rough waters of old Erie, whilst
hundreds of them, like tho ‘Griffin,” now
lit buried deep bencath its untn 'den sanda,
WAR WAS DZCLARED

by the United Statesagainst Great Britain
op the 1Sth day of Juno, 1812; as all Cana-
diaus kuow, orshould know. Genoral Brock
was then in command of the British forco
in Upper Canada ; Gener ! 3zl was Govar-
nor of the State of Michigen, and had Ins
headquarters at Detroit, from waich place
he issued flaming, proclamations to thr
people of Canada to induco them to jointue
American causo or togomain noutral.

General Brock decided to surprise Hull by
a rapid movement westwards, and for that
end gathered what regulars and  volunteers
ho could, with whom ho started for Detroit,
and reached Malden, opposite Detriot, on
the 15th of August, 1812, The noxt day
General Hull surrendered Detroit and the
w hinle Stato of Michigan, with al! his army,
guns, stores, shipping, ctc., without firng a
shot, as recorded n the hiatory ofthat date.
Brocklost notimeafterthe take. g of Detroit,
but smicd namediately for Fort Erio, with
the pnisouers, guns, stores, cte., capturcd
from the cnemy. Hisintention wasto attack
Buffalo and Fort Niagara and to destroy all
the Amencan posts on the Nigara frontier;
but to lua dusappointment and disgust, when
ho reached Fort Erie, on the 22nd of August,
1812, he found that an armstice had been

“zonclnded the week before his arrival.  The

‘Americans had taken advantage of the arm-
3ktico to concentrute large bodies of treops,
gmn(, atores, cte., at thar various posis on
c'\iag:xm so that by the middlo of Sep-

sgez-they had fully S000 men of il arms
wentrated between Buffalo and Fort Na-
thero were betwcca 4000 and 5000

,chghts, oppoalto Quccnsaton,

‘will 'ﬂ; ver 409 bateaux, laden with gons and

innp Ssbkots Harbor, hod reached
~tbo>ng1ra and were safely

- mmk:matms OF '¥ORENTAGATIA.
IS Wiy the fisst wock: o Detobestho Am-
ﬁmwﬁoat tae&,——hnving a
»‘ﬁh‘ L w' Britisls, and

mth = lu'go .

thuy clioso. Genoral Brock had his head-
quartors at Fort George, sov.n miles below
Queenston and ho hod to garrison a line of
outlying posta for over thirty miles up to
Tort Erio opposito Buffalo, Brock'sacattor-
od forcen, stationed above tho Fall at Chip-
powa and Fort Erio and tho out-posts be
tween these two places, required fully 600
nien to guard them, and weakened his main
point of defence.
ho Amoericanswero acting onthe offensivo
and thoy night invade Canads by way of
Buffalo or Black Rock, orat the mouth of
the Ningaraat FortNiugara, Broclcthought
the main attack would be on Fort George,
his headquartors. Even on the Oth of
October, for days before the battle of Queen-
ston, curly in thg morning, o largo body of
marines from Buffale crossed the Ningara
angd capturcd two armed vessels, tho *“Cale-
donia” and “*Dotroit,” richly laden with
furs, cte., moored under the guns of Fort
Ene. The “Caledonia” remained a prizo
in the hands of tho enemy, but the “De-
troit” was burned in an attempt to rotake
her. This calied Brock to Fort Erie, where
hearriveid before sunsot thatday, butnaving
satisficd himaelf that this wus merely » sur-
prise, and that the enemy would not at-
tempt to cross the river there, ho 1cturned
to hecadquarters at Fort Georgo the next
day. This hurried journoy of Brock’s to
Tort Erio, thirty miles distant, caused the
Amcrican General to take advautago of his
absence, to preparo to cross tho Niagam at
Quecnston early on the momning of the 10tk
but a furtous storm of wind and rain passed
over their camp while the troops werodrawn
up in rcadiness to embark, by which the
ATTACK WAS DELAYED TWO DAYS.
During the whole dny and ovening of tho
12th, the Amencans could be distinctly scen
from tho Canadian heighbta—battalion after
battahon, coucentrating in and around Low-
1ston and on the heights above, to the num-
ber of fully 5,000 men, and it was believed
on the Canadian shore the crossing would be
mnsdeduring thatmght;but whother tholund.
ng vould be made at Queenston or at Fort
George was uncertan. Brock himsclf was
of opwion it would beat Fort George.
Their bonts were all ready, somo to carry
thirty, othors cighty inen, and they could
as casily float down the current of the river
and land above Fort George, when the guns
of Fort Niagara couldopen upon Fort George
andat the sametime covor the landing of an
attacking party ‘rom Fort Niagara. This
was Brock's opinon, cven after he had
mousated his horso to leave Fort Georgo for
the last time to reach the thresteaed bat
real landing at Queenston.
On this 13th day of October, 1812, a day
never to be forgotten by Canadians, long
before sunriso, the first of tho American
boats reached the Canadian shore. Thoy
were met by Captain Dennis' company, who
poured scveral volloys into th.m wich fatal
effect. The flash of their n, sk .sin tho
dark pointed out their position to the gun-
ners of the enemny on the Lewiston Heights,
who wero standing by their guns with light-
ed matches, and who opened fire, causing
Dennis to withdraw his men under shelter,
The gunners at tho one gun battery on the
slope of Qucenston Heights and thosoat the
onc gun battery at Rrooman's point opened
fircon the Lewiston Ianding with the hope of
dimabling ths boats. It was a random fire,
being quito dark. These two guns contin-
ued all inoruing to throw shot and shell
through darkness and distance, and if doing
little axccution created a panic in the ranks
of the cnomy and doterred hundreds of tho
boldest of them from crosing the river.
TUE BRITIS FORCE
-at. Quoonston, beng an outpest of Fort
“Goorge, did-not much exceed 200 men, com-
“yposed of. Denms’ and Cameron's companics

" ~oftho York militia, with the Light company

of the ""Jthnud tho Grenadiers stationoed 1n

- thevilhge~with two other companics of
WYO& mil.w\ zomo threomiles distant,

besides s fow of the local militia and the
gunners to man tho gun on the slope and
the gun at Breoman's point. Thia was the
wholo force at Queenaten that n ~ruing to
dispute the ding, while un the Americau
aide, nghwpposnc stood 4000 to 6000 mon,
prepared to oroas to support their advance
Lody; but their courago :niled them on be-
holding tho warm reception their vanguard

met with, and in tho afiernoon of that day
fulty 3000 of them stood, panic-stricken, on
their own Lowiston Heights, as they bohold
right opposite on the Quecenston Heights
tho wreck and ruin of their brave compan-

fons of the riorning who hnd crossed tho
river, now being driven over the Hoights in-
to tho Niagarn or swrrendoring themsolvesas
prisoners of war. Tho Amecricans stood on
their own shoro, not a milo distant from
the scono of conflict, having ploncy of boats
to convey them across, with solded arms
and gaping mouths,as silent spectators of the
dofeat, capture and destruction of their
brave vanguard.

Brock reached Queenston befors break
of day, splashed all over with mud from his
hard ride, and at once rode up to the ono
gun battery on tho slopo; but shortly after
reaching it o loud shout or cheer came from
the hillsido nbove, followed by u volley of
random bullots, whistling over their heads,
whilea body ct tho enemy came charging
down the heights upon tho battery. Brock
and the gunrers had to make an immediate
retreat, spiking their gun, but on reaching
the lower end of the villago ho found the
light company of tho 49th drawn up in lino
awaiting orders ; thon whealing bis horse
in the direction of the Heights, he exclaimed
¢ Follow me, my Loys,” aud led them ata
run to the foot of the Height, supported by
the Grenadiers of tho 40th and a company
of the York militia, who wero detached to

the right to sttack tho
LEFT AND REAR OF TIE ENEMY.
Brozk halted at tho foou of tho hill, bchmd

a stone wall, and dismounted, saying to his
men, “Taxe breath, boys ; you will need (it
in a fow moments.” Shortly after, observ-
ing that his skirmishers on tho right had
reached the left and rear of the cnemy,
causing confusion in their ranks, around the
battery, ho sprang over the stono wall
waving his sword and calling upon the
Grenadiers of tho 40th to follow him. He
then led the way up tho steep ascent to.
wards the battery. Tho ascent was difli-
cult ; the late rains had caused the fallen
Jeases to bo treacherous foot-holds ; the
men slipped at ne «tly overy step, somo fall-
ing to tho ground, causing tho ranks o bo
wnuch bruken, so much so that Brock ex-
clnimed : **This is tho firat time I have evor
saw tho 49th turn their backs” Colonel
McDonnell then came up with two com-
panics of tho York militia, increasing tho
attacking party in front and on the right,
to nearly 200 men.  The cnemy’s forco was
now rucreased around and above tho battery
to about 500 men. Brock called on Colonel
McDonnell to push on the York voluntecrs.
At that mom_nt he was struck by a bullet
in tho wrist of his aword arm, whica hepaid
no attention to, continuing towavehis sword.
In the dull gray mists of that October
morning, half way up the Heights could Lo
acen the tall, portly forin of General Isaac
Brock, standing in front and far in advance
of tho Grenadiers of tho $9th, a living tar.
get for the bullets of the unerring American
tifle, waving his sword and calling on his
men and encouraging them, both by word
and gesture, to haston their steps.  Ho did
not long stand there.  The fatal bullet sped
its way, stnking him uear the heart, caus-
ing almost 1nstantancous death ! Colonol
McDonnell then spurred his horso to the
front and assumod comnmand. Everything
now was in disorder. Tho men becamo
dispinited at tho death of their almost idol-
ized leader. After repeated attempts to
rally and to keop his farce together, McDon-
noll also was killel  The Rritish then gave
way and retroated to the foot, of tho Heights,
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