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cearly fron the written word of (od. By retlecting on the present state of our
mission, we are led to conclude thu' though the power of popery is ahnost un-
boundeld, and that the priests rule their blind zealots with a rod of iron, stili a
stronger than they shall yet break the fetters by which they are bound, and
bid the captives go free. We hope to accomplish great things in the future,
nor do nc think that our hope is without foundation, the spirit of independenit
enquirv is >till alive, though moîuch ellort is put forth to suppress it, and "even
to-dy," w rites your Missionary, "a new enquirer paid mca visit privately, and
asked mie several questions about religious subjects. I answered his questions,
and gave hin a Testaenet, marking several places which I wisled himîî particu-
larly to notice, and aîter some further conflrence he kt me, seemiingly much
relievel." Thus it appears that there arc a few precious geins to be gathered
up, a few w ho have been called by God out of darkness into his muarvellous light,
and thus had your Missionary encouragement to labour even amid many
difficulties. Duriig the past season lie succeeded in distributing 65 Testa-
ments and 550 tracts among the French population, and thougli this wvas his
main labour, yet, in addition to this, lie enbraced every opportunity which
offered itself for holding mneetinigs, and preaching the word to them publicly.
We hope that the seed of the word thus sown imay be accomupanied with Uod's
blessing, and bring forth fruit to his glory.

In passing from this point, we mnust not fail to refer to another matter which
seriouisly engaged the attention of this Society ; we mean the establishîing of a
Missionary School in connection with the mission. This matter yo-i will re-
nember was referred to in last year's Report, and was discussed at two or threc
subst ,uent metings, and the :esult of these deliberations is, that your Com-
mittee sec nu very great obstacle in the way of its being accomplished. That such*
an institution, is desirable nust be felt by every one who carefully thinks over
the present state of our nission-field; ignorance heing the chief obstacle in the
way of your Missionary. This can be nmade abundantly plain by just referrinig
to onie part of his report. lie says-speaking of this very matter-" 'hat is
nost dicouraging, is the anount cf gross ignorance which prevails anong whole
fatnilics, not one of nhose members can even read. I have given Testaments
and tracts to people who had to go to the third or fourth famiiy in order to
have thein rend, but the najority of such refuse to take any, simply because they
are of no use thein, and thus my efforts are rendered almost useless in these
parts."

Now, what is to be donc to lee that barrier remnoved? We cannot expect
any bellp fron a higoted priesthood, n hose motto is " Ignorance the mother qf
deroftion," and whose chief cft-.Ls are to extinguish every ray of inteliectual
culture, and to eradicate every independent enluiry into the religion of the
Bible. t is needless for you to send Missionaries and Colporteurs to distribute
Testanments and tracts among those whîo cannot read themn ; and the onîly way
of reioving that ignorrnce, is by the establishing of a school, where the ris.ing
gencration may be educated, and thus brouglt into a position that the nord of
lod ac reach thiem. Your Missionary sometimes travelled for days iii certain
localities without distributing a single Testament or tract, because the people
were unable to read them; and to leave a Testament with such would have been
useless. A great difference can easily be pereeived in passing from a locality
where ignorance prevails, to one where the inhabitants enjoy a certain amount
of education, and in nothing is the difference more felt than in the success of
your Missionary. Coming to Point-Aux-Rochi, where education bas sone liold,
the very first day le distributed 15 Testaments and a large nuimber of tracts.
Wherever there is a tiste for reading formed lie is alnost certain of some
suîcces. In view of these things we connend the earnest consideration of this
muatter to ou luring the coinng season, and though y ou may not y et be in a lit
position fr cstablishing a school, it ouglht ever to be kejt promiinently before
yoiir indis ag a great end to bc attained. 'Tlie perpettual lenand of our Frt neh
converts is for such a school, and it would be the only effiectual means of


