
TuIE IOME AND FOREIGIN RECORD OF

greater than that whieli ordinarily fails to the lot of officers of tie Clrel andl
private male workers. These, generally engaged in business al the day, find it
diieult te nake iueli use of the evening, which rLertationî or family duties de-
mnand, for purposes of Christian benevolence. It would be well, doubtless, if ne
could giveour elders and deacons more time for the discharge of the duties right.
ly devolving upon theni, but since this cannot be, it is de.sirable tha the fuinctions
of their respective ollices w'hich can be discharged by other laboumers should be,as
far as necessajy, transferred to them.

That womnen have a place in the work of the Church we have seen is already in
part recognized, as it has been grecognized in all ages of that Church's history.
The deaconeiss of the Church ut Centchrezi, Prseilh; the teacher of Apollos,
Persis the beloved, w 1o ldbuured muci iii the Lord and many others whon the
Nuw Testament mentions, rise up for the example and encouragement of mothers
and true daughters in Israel w ho vow follow in their footsteps, and no less to the
condemnnation of many, full> as able, who bit at case in Zion. Widous and vil gins,
and married wonen like Priseilla also, are frequently mentioned in the epistles as
among tlhe necessary lips if not governments in the Alostolie churches. Many
of the Faithmers and early Chureh historians, sucli as Sozomnen and Theodoret,
treat of the female Diaconate and give instances of their good works and fortitude
under persecution, as in the tase oi Publia iii the timne of Juliai the Apostate and
Olympias in that of Arcadius. After a ie, iudeed, the fadNe views of a degenerate
Ciurel drafted this eflective arm of the christia service into nuineries beyond
the walls of which their influence % as rarely felt ; and before the twelfth centtry"
when the Papacy as an anti-Christiani systei was fully established, the order of
deacoiesses disappeured. The . se poliey ot the Romish Church, however, vhen
it saw that Protestantismn uas gaining ground, led to the founding of several
female orders, ie menbers of %hieh were nut confined to the dreary round of
mronastic life, but uere actively employed among the sick and the poor. In the
year 1618, the devout mystie, Francis of Sales, u hose holy life, spiritual writings,
" overlowing love andl conciliatory nianners led crowds ot Protestants back to thae
lRomish Churcha," Iounded the order of the visitation of our Beloved Lady ; while,
at the sanie tne, thei humble and zealous Vincent de Paul established the order
of Sisters of Meicey. The edutation of the young and the care of the sick were
the principal ocupations of thbe and other sisterhioods since formned. It was, to
a certain extent, in order to counteract the inlitence of the Sisters of Mercy, who
filled the European, haosIitmals, as util as to umeet the enemy in every other depart-
menit of bis insidious w orking, that Pastor Flieduer, of Kaisersworth, a village on
the Rhine, not fat fron Dusseldorf, opîened, in Octuber 1836, the Institution of
Deaconesses. Since tiat tinte similair institutions have been established in Hol-
land, Switzerland, and France, as w ell as in other parts of Germaany, while in
Alexandria, Jerusalem, Smyrna, Constantinople, Bucharest, Florence, and other
places, the devoted womnen w ho go forth froua tlhese institutions are founid at their
holy work. Fron the 25th Anual Repîort 'of the Establishment of Deaconesses
at Strasburg, w e copy the followî inag regulations which apply equally to those of
other places. -

Act 1. The Deaconeuses are servants of the Lord, whîoconsecrate themselves, from
love to Him, to woiku of cbarity and maercy. An evangelical deaconess, in
the vocation whichi she habs chosei, seeks no individual merit, but simply
an opportnmty of evidencing her gratitude to Him who has saved lier.

Act 2. The Establishmaent of Deaconesses founded at Strasbourg has for its end
to oller to Christian liersons, wlo wisli to devote tlemselves to the service of
the Lord, the means of preparing themselves to become sick-nurses, and to
take the oversighut in prisons, asylums, and houst.. of refuge, or in other
'charitable institutions which may have need of their serviea!.s.

Act 3. li order to attaii this end the Deacones's Home contains an infirmary
where the sick .ursuns adnitted on iedicual ,.etiticate receive all the atten-


