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sense-it is generally an iaiconisciozis activity, that is to
say it operate3 without the subject's being awvare of it.

As 1 hiave just said, niatters are not so simple in
practice, and what actuallv happens is that the activity
of the repressed complex is rnanifested flot directly but
indirectly in somei distorted form that is )ften ba-,rd to
recognise. Iii the above example, for instance, tie sub-
jeet might have counterbalanced bis real att;.ude to-
w~ards bis fr.-end bv developingc an exaggera :zd solici-
tu(le for bis welfare, and have shewvn great concern
anid dread wheniever the friend ran the sligbhtest risk of
accýidenit or (langçr. Agaiin, an abnor nialIv strong
emotion might be evoked by anything accideiltallv asso-
ciated with thie persons in question, a condition that
Professor Morton Prince described some ten vears a go
under the naine of " association neurosis." This dis-
tortion iii the mianifestation of the activity of the inen-
tai compllex is often excecdingly involved, and one of
the main difficulties in the psycho-analytic method is
the unraveling of the confused end-product, wvbiçb
clinically we cail a syn-ptoni. The psycbological
mechanisuis by means of \vhich the distortion is brotigbt
about are very initr z-ate, so t'lat in the time allotted it
wvould be impossible for m-e to describe them. Tbey
have been veorktd out with great accuracy and detail
by Freud and Juiig, and an e,.a.ct study of tbemi is
rssential to the use" of the Dpsyclio-aýnalvtic nethiod.

Investigation on the uines presently to be indicated
discloses the fact thiat every psycho-neurotic sv:piptoin îs
to be rcgarded as the svmlbolic expression -of a sub-
niergced' nienta-i coniplex of the nature of a xvisli. The
wish itseli oni account of its inacceptabale nature is con-
cealed, and tbe symptonl arises as a compromise betveen
it and the repre- .ingc force ex.-er-tcd by the main per-
sonality. Thie streamn of feeling that characterises the
wvish is danimec up, il. can find no dlirect outiet and so
flowvs inito soine abnornial direction. The inetaphor of

idedtracking " is, I believe, uscd in Amierican psychia-
trie circies to indicate this process. Iii more technical)


