
TIIE CANEDA LANCET.

hope. Their surroundigs slould be of a character Now a few words with regard to the hereditary
that x ill give thei the greatest possible aiouit of character of cancer. In the cases which are fouid
coifort aid lappiness. Keelp tlicm in the suin- in iy tables, the cancer taint was present in only
light of enjcyient, for darknees is the soil in w'hich 28 of the whole number, 236, whose history upon
cancer flourishes. this point was obtained.

Within the last year I have ben exan ining lio
TI:E QUESTION OF P.ERlATioN. Registrar's Bureau of Statistics in this city, and I

NoW we comne to consider an important question: Iind, in a period of tine extending over about 70
Do we aecomplish any good by operations? weeks, there were only 532 deaths fronm cancer of

Thero are sie who say, never operate. I thinîk all kinls and in all organs, while fron pulmtonary
this opinion comes fro the older ienbers of tii eionsumnption alone tLhre w«ere 13,219 deatis, or as
profession, wio are inclined to look beyond the 1 to 11. . When comparel witl Brigit's disease
simple perorance of the operation. The younger it is foiiund that about three tines as muany die from
men, mîanîy of t.hemn, ,ay operate Upon this ques- that disease as fron cancer. From the statistics
tion 1 perhaps can do no better than to refer yo of the Registrar's office for the last live years, the
to the opilnions of two men wlio are amnllog the followinig proportion of Ainericans and foreigners
nost experienced of the profession, and who have who died Of cancer arc found
had abunlant facilities for making observationîs. I A6ricans, 68 ; foreigners, 151; negroes, 5. Sav-
refer to Paget and Sibley, both of London. ages nrely have the disease.

Mi. Pagtt bIs ,Iiwin, frmn his statisties, that Lte It vould seen as if this disease of the breast is
average leng h of life after an operationî is 43 found in certain conditions of life, and Lhat in tiese
nonths, and titait the average lhngth of life with- conditions it is upon the increase.
out an opieiation is 55 montlus. Mr. Sibley bas Without pursuing the discussion of this subject
sliewn froi hi stattistlc- that the a. erage lengtl of farther, I will loe by saying, that the conclusions
life after an operation is 53 montis, and that the to which I have arrived are chiefly as follows
average leungti of life withijout an operation is 32. 1. That the disease is not hereditary, or if so, in
months. Ilre are the resuilts of observations Made a very liiiied degree.
by two ditinguished autiorities. I thîink all tiat 2. That the disease begins as a local diseaso
I ai justified i. sa ing upon this point is, that positively and purely. It becomes constitutional,
every case ilust be taken by itself, looked at with just as syphilis begins a local disease and becones
all its surroiudings, eforea ision is giveit Citler coistitutional.
for or against ain operation. 3. That the disease occurs iii those of vigorous

Tlie dantgers i an operati>n are not great, if it is health, instead of being connected with those .on-
decided to performi it. ditions in which consuniption occurs.

The fcllowing nay bu regarded a. the iidicat us, j 4. That cancerous parents nay beget tuberculous
whenîatîmpting to decide uponi anîy givetn case. offspring. Tiat is, feeble constitutions arising froin

Tlie ldei tlie patient, othir thîings being equal, the effects of cancer will nut beget cancer, but the
the mure favorable for operation. It the cancer lias diseuses w'hich follow in their lne are tuberculous.
extended .so that we have s.eondary caneer, it is iot 5. That the moral condition lias a powerful in-
surgical to operate. Therefore, wlen te axillary fluence on the developmnent or the prevention of
glands are inîvolved, or wIcn the skin is involved, the developnent of cancer.
and we have the local and constitutional disease 6. I amn very forcibly strtck by the parallelism
Luth exibting, I regard it as uunfavorable for ai and analogy existing between cancer and syphilis.
operatioi. Whecn fle tumor is isolated, aid there Both begin by local iritation. Syphilis is inocul-
are nu, secondary mîanifestatiois, the conditions are able, but cancer lias nut been proven so to bu. In
favorable for an operation, and the sooner it is per- this respect tiey differ frot eaci other. We have
forned tho better is the chance of preserving the secondary syphilis, and we have secondary cancer.
life of the patient. We have tertiary syphilis. but perhaps it cannot be

If a patient comles complaining of an irritable said that we have tertiary cancer, unless it can be
tumor of the breast, apparently connected with said that cancer is tertiary when it affects the boies,
some disorder of menstruation, I should recommend, as it sometimes does.
first, careful attention to the guneral health, and In concltsion, I have to say, that we must not
second, if fouid iicreasing i size, to reimtove it at give this subject over as an unîprofitable une for
once. Tlhre is another condition in which I would study and observationt. Manîy diseuses have run
operate, and that is iii the sloughing cases. Then rampant w hicl finally have been mnade tu yield to
it is done simîply to mnake the patient more ccli- treatmtent, and we muay hope that the samue thing
fortable. rractically tpaking, these cases do not may yet be accomplished with reference to caneur.
belong to secondary cancer, and the operations are The work of the histoh.gist and pathiologist iay
rot unfavorable. But with al these cases We mîîust yet bring is into the ligit, and the day mîîay conte
use our own discretion. Select the cases, and give wlien ve cau say of cancer, as wve now can say of
them the benefits and advantages of an operation. syphilis. It can be cured.-Mdical Record.


