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exminers or conduct the exami~ 't'o:¢, vhic”
vzus left to the colleges as he.cwiore ; unu
alihough the Provincial Board was done away
with by this Act, the Homceopathic and Eclec-
tic Boards were not intetfered with, which, in-
stead ofremedying, rather increased the evil. as
the number of licenses from these boards for
the next year or two amply testified; and while
this Act was an improvement in some re-
spects (heing a starting point), it was found to
be still very defective. It was felt that the plan
of allowing each school to examine its own
students, even although the council fixed a
standard, did not prevent a great many unqual-
ified men from getting into the profession ; for
if the curriculum was difficult, the examinations
were in many cases made easy,and in the event
of a student being rejected Ly his college (which
was a rare occurrence) there was nothing to
prevent him from going before one or other of
the remaining medical boards, and I fail to
recollect a single instance where a student
taking this course was not granted a license to
practise medicine, surgery and midwifery.
This state of affairs induced the council to
consider what steps they should take to remedy
this evil, and the conclusion they arrived at
was a wiseone. They thought if 1t were possi-
ble to unite all branches of the profession and
bring them all under one law, they could then
control and direct medical education. In order
to do this'it was necessary to give and take,
and a compromise was effected with the
Homaeopathics and Eclectics, as well as the
different medical schools and universities, where-
by the whole profession was united and brought
together, and became subject to one céntral
authority, viz., the Medical Council of Ontario,
made up of representatives elected and ap-
pointed from the profession, the medical schools
and universities, and also from the Homeeopa-
thic and Eclectic bodies. This Act came in
force in the year 1868, and gave the council
power not only to make the standard of all the
examinations, but to appoint examiners to con-
duct them; and I am happy to say that from
that time till the presentthe standard of medical
education has been rising year by year, not
only in Ontario, but over the whole Dominion,
until to-day in Ontario we have a curriculum
standard equal to that existing in any country
in the world, and a Medical Act to enforce it,
which is the envy of the United States, and
which England has tried in vain for years to
adopt. I am sorry, indeed, to find that a hos-
tile feeling has arisen against the council through
some clauses added to .the Act in 1891,
which feeling I would be glad to see removed.
But while I am aware that a few faults are to
be found] I am also aware that a great many
virtues exist in the Act asit now stands, and
it behooves the whole profession to see that no
action is taken to impair its usefulness, detract

[

fion the Ziznity o-lzssan e ind ence of the
medu.dl Cotncl, which isthe safeguard of medi-
cal education in Ontario, and whlch exerts an'
influence over the whole Dominion, for every
province would suffer should the Council be
done away with and a return to free trade in
medicine follow, as it would most assuredly do;
and if the Ontario Medical Council was abol-
ished, we would go back to the same position as
we occup1ed prior to 1868. I carinot believe
there is one who has the welfare of the medical
profession at heart in this country who would
wish to see us return to this condition, and for
this reason I would ask those who are opposed
to some clauses in ourAct to pause and con-
sider well before they do anything to embarrass
the Council or vitiate the Act, and by so doing
play into the hands of the charlatans both in
and out of the profession. As it is, we stand
alone, looked upon by the general public as a
close corporation and fitting prey for malprac-
tice suits for large damages, who do nothing
but increase the fees and legislate for our own
pockets; and these views are encouraged by a
certain class of men who have not the ability to
obtain our license, or, having obtained it, branch
off in some disreputable way in order to make
more money, and victimize the very public
whom they profess to champion as against the
regular practitioner. Fortunately for the pro-
fession and public we have a clause in the Act
to enable the Council to purge the profession of
such unworthy members, and to punish others
who trade on the credulity of the public by
fraudulent practices without being registered.
Why it should be so I cannot tell, unless it is
that people like to be humbugged. Butit isa
fact, nevertheless, that the sympathies of the
majority of the laity are against the regular
profession and in favor of quackery. There-
fore I reiterate the statement that we must be
careful how we inteifere with the present iaw,
by amending some minor clauses which may be
objectionable, that we do not get the whole Act
wiped out ; and I would suggest here, as I bave
already done in another place, that the members
of the profession in Ontario, who are aggrieved
at some "of the workings of the Act, meet the
Medical Council, discuss the whole question,
frame such amendmentsas may be in the inter-
ests of the profession and public, and then go
to the Legislature as a united profession, asking
for such alterations in the present Act as they
have agreed upon, and I am sure the Legisla-
ture will grant them. Ihope the Association
will pardon me for this digression, but I speak
feelingly, having thé interests of the profession
at heart and knowing something of the diff-
erences existing between somemembers of the
profession and the Medical Council of Onta-
rio.

Prior to 1867 the matriculation examinations
in all our colleges .was more a matter of form,



