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fioned nov even suspected that recourse had been had to any agent
capable of inducing a state of stupor, which in that case would
have lasted much longer. On the other hand, our knowledge as
a Medical man, compels us to deny 1he possibility of its taking
piace under thecircumstauce of an attempt being made to deprive
a woman of Ler chastity, whether it be considered as the effect
of an overexertioa or of #n amourons extasis. The state of insen-
sibility approaching syncope whicl is apt to follow these kiuds of
prostration, are never more than z few minutes in duration, and
very seldom sueh as to occasion 2 total loss of the powers of the
uiind or of the body, as conteaded for in this case.

The Jury thersiore have certainly followed the dictates of ¢heir
couscience, Ly returning « veedict of guilty agaiust this unferta.
nate youth: Lut wealso feel no hesitation m saying that, hiad
preper Medical evidence been called, in order to pont out the
uumerous discrepancies which appeared in the evidence of the
witnesses on both sides, they might have takea a vers different
view of the vase, il thereby disclrarged their noble functions
with all the knowiedged which it wus incombent on them to
POssSess.

A respectable nuniber of citizens are now praving for 2 comma-
tation of punishment, and we stacerely wish their prayer may be
accomplistied,
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‘Triar Tox MurpeRr.—A case of this kind was also tried at
the last Criminal Ceurt, and as it iavolved 2 question not oiten
to he met with, we will zive it some attention.

it appeared in evidence that the prisoner inflicteda wonnd with
2 kuife in the thigh of the deccased, by which the femoral artery
was divided a little below the erwral arch, aud which proved
mortat. Both were in a state of mtoxication, 1t was contendel
by the Counsel for the prisoacr, that, 2sthere was uo ground for
suspecting that any Xind of provocation had taken plice on the
part of the decease, 1o detesmiae Hhe prisoner {0 attempt at the lifc
of one whohad aiways bren his wtimate friend, the woumtd could
not have been wtheted with the mtenvion of killing, by the fact
of his having only struck him o the tngh, and accidentally woun-
ded the artery; whilstit cauld not be supposed that 2 mag, with«
out a sufficient knowledge of Auatomy, could at all suspect that
a wound in the tingh nught occasion death.  Medical evidence
was had recourse to, in order 2o prove this assertion.  Dr, Gras-
set, Surgeon to His Majesty's Forces, wis called on the part of
Crown, aud Dr. X, ‘Tessier. the Edistor of this Jourual, on the
part of the prisoner, who both agrecd in statiug that a wonad in
the thigh was only mortal, when it involved the arsery ; it conld
not tiserefore be expected that 2 man, uot cenversaut with the
auateny of the parts, would think of occasioning death by 2 wound
at that place. The Jury accordiogly brought in a verdict of
Mauslaughter,



