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8chool-Book Question---Justice De-
ed---A Word to our M. P. P.’s.

T,
sl'" Editor of the

Miscellany :
ra d:e:he peop?e of New Brunswic}i are un-
gﬁ“anc t of gratitude to you for ventilating the
Yoy, ;. € "f?garding the printing of the books
u’htrs Use in our public schools by outside pub-
The injustice of such an arrangement,
. to our printers, bookbinders, etc., but
is ?"ﬁml public, is now apparent to all.
e o highly important matter —one affecting
WOn:n, Wwoman and child in the land,—and
lo, “er is that it has been lost sight of so
Ince it has been shown, however, as
Prin Ve already done, that the books can be
ape In our own province 25 to 30 per cent.
! T than outside of it, it seems to me, un-
inge People are altogether blind to their own

Te.
tiog ~sts

ot o
N,
to ly

in e’athat it is time they togk up this ques-
gy, ™est. The injustice lies not, perhaps,
hay; In the fact of the Board of Education
e, a,sstohzle years ago, made such an arrange-
ons 5 t to which you refer with T. Nelso.n
ir COnt.nd'a Halifax publishing firm, but in
the. a 'huing it now, when it is well known
re inflicting loss on the province, and
mo:et;me seems to have arrived that another
e s avorable arrangement could be made.
Ratio, N0 doubt that the Board, on the inaugu-
. the present School Law, encountered
ificulties in getting a series of books
to the requirements of our schools, and
rc:mn,‘ade the best bargain possible under
a a;:am?es. At that time it would have
ks in I\?r of some years to compile :such
i°nab1 ew Brunswick ; and, indeed, it is
aj, € Whether it could have been done at
n pm:;a'St’ it is not likely they could have
ang wa Uced cheaper. Times were good then,
hiﬂler €8s and the cost of production much
D of late years. Now, however, cir-

e';:: are changed, prices rule lower, wages

t o TtMents have been reduced, retrench-
a “n d €conomy seem to be the watchwords
by, atng; and as these books can be printed
it sh(:;:)’ reduced rates, I see no reason
1 not be done at once, thus affording
anq ﬁ:‘;m to a number of our own workmen,
the timeg, g down the prices to correspond with
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t“those w‘}l“estlons will naturally be suggested

lna&m '0se attention may be drawn to this
Irst it may be asked, what are the

terms of the contract between our Board of Edu-
cation and the foreign publishers? How long
does it continue? Have the Board the power
of terminating this contract at pleasure, or, are
they bound hand and foot to these publishers
and at their mercy, as some are inclined to

think? Have they retained the copyright of
such of the books as were got up specially for
our schools under their own sanction and author-
ity? Can you, Mr, Editor, or any one else, give
Unless 1
am greatly mistaken, the Board of Education,
or which is the same thing, the lLocal Govern-
ment, have been singularly reticent regarding
this publishing job. 'Why have the great body
of the supporters of our Free School system,
whose money is sent out of the country in thou-
sands of dollars annually for these books, been
kept in the dark and treated in this way ? Surely
it cannot be that they are so very indiflerent

us some information on these points?

about a matter vitally affecting their own inter-
ests? If a contract exists from which the Gov-
ernment cannot withdraw for a number of years,
let the public be informed of it without delay.
We want no underhand arrangement, but every-
thing open and above board. If the Govern-
ment have the power of annulling the contract
at any time, the sooner it is done the better, and
the work given to vur own printers, or at least
an opportunity given them to compete with the
outside publishers. The expense of our school
books under the present arrangement, during
these hard times, is a burdensome one.

In some of the States, I believe, it is the cus-
tom for their Boards of Education, when a series
of school books is required, to receive tenders
from publishers for the supply of books, previous
to entering into a contract with them,—samples
of such books having been first examined and
reported on by the County and State Institutes.
When a series is adopted, a certain price is
agreed on, at which they are invariably to be
sold by the booksellers. Competition in this
way keeps down the price, while at the same
time publishers, in view of having all the schools
of a State for a market during a term of years,
generally make a profitable contract. Was any
such arrangement as this made by our Board?

Let our taxpayers require their representatives
in the Assembly at the present session to inves-
tigate this matter, and see if a more equitable
bargain cannot be made, both for our printers

and for the public. It would seem as if we had




