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FlTinks ; it is to he noted that hie speak-, of the laws of REii-
fimél, and liere of 1848 :

4T arn prepared to express -in opinion as to our law --f
libe-shou1d it 1e ineorriec-t and sliould it ]lave an iinilii-
<'nce on the verdict. thi-z mav lie reme<lied on an appieca.
tion for a new trial-and thlat opinion is, that whbat wce
rend of the doctrine of1 that countrv froni whichi we l,:ivc'
mi1r civil law. that 15is CISsel withi the liberty of tlle
prIess (.ag tlIcrs-too( ils En. iad)1 to 1w init>difiel :--0 .14 tg-
I eave initact that constiltiti onal principi e That: tins h "n1ii

so niuchi and so de.iervcdly vail I a 'ih btiljept,
nlecessarilv exists, in ail British Colonies. That it is; unim-

paired liv existing legisl:îtioî al, Ille tiïne they becanie p'art
()f thie reahun (leing part of Ilhe publie law.) T arn, thlere.
fore. pro pared to avthat as repcsthe gencral dc""
Of lihels as connectedl with the peno 13riti,;I sul'Jert
îieed he alarnied, foi lie is to have all the beneitaiin
froin constitiltional rights, and wiI1 find p)rotectionl to lhir
Majcsety's- C'ourts I ar)f <4 o,iinit md vm i ch, i.s iy chu r'pI 1i,,

the jury, tbat their verdict mnust, hoe saine here aq it w'alld

1)0 in Englancl Nvith a regard to the efficacy of protection
legalyv attrihultable to) this constitutition al principle of fr-ee-
$10o1n, thie libe.rty of the prsas undireistoodl iu the moflier
country. With this opinion deliberately given on iii

')CCaSl.,ion, if it is confirmed hy the tribunal hiereafter, whien
<alled in question, I entertain a hiope that we shaih lieur
nio more of thoe imperfection of the law of this country.
ernish-aticahîr called the l:iw of lihel in Lower ('anada, :1.ý

regards the liberty of thie press. 1 am n ot, hiowever, tc, 11P
undcrstood to say thiat thie law hiere whichi gives rdosi

ofes< defaination is thie sanie as the law of EngTI'nhl. 1
mnu no such t-hing, for it is différent in mnany respectzs
Tt is not for me to vindicate our municipal law ; it nmy
lie botter or worse. Tie courts are to judge acc.ording t'u

lawv, takzing the law to be wise. If I were to expre.s an11
opinion it would ho to tlhat effect, and thiat our law ,ifior(li

equal protection Vo ýal classes of Society. I wouldl pioit


