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- Auguste Brizeux whom tue minenCt critie ef lie Journal des Débats,
MNr. CuvillUer Fleury callld lte Virgil ef Britanny, dîad nt Montpellier on
tint 2d of May Iast agcd 53 years. lie la the atitiior of Marie, les
Bretons les Terunires tend *several otiier volumes of poetry, aimoat al
inspireu is byis native landi andi the peculiarities et its people. Our
rendors vwild fmud iti our Freneh journal severai cf lus pontes.

ticizrTIi'IC ITaELLIGEEtc.
- Professer Hall, lte geologist, mwho is se weli known, te Our fellow

cilizons since lte Inst sciîmtifie convention in MXontreai, lias beca atwarded
the Wollastoa mqdal by the Royal Geologicai Society , the first instance
of lte award ef that lîonr to an Amxerîcan since 1836, titis modal bas
been struck la palladilumin l commenaoraîien cf the discovery cf ltat
metl ity Wollaston,

-Dr. Robert Haro whoc wns prescrit and teck an active part in the leva
last sessiens cf the scienlific convention la Albany andin laointreal,
wviere we are sorry to say ho evas ceîtspicîîoîîs for a certain degree ef
excentriciîy, died at bis residence, in Pliiadlclin. lHe %vas bora la 1781
andi fer more titan a century lias been rcîîutedl oea of the Mnost etni-
tient citemists et the lige lHe is said te have iî,vcnteil the hydro-oxygen
biowpipe, and hie lias cantribnîedl largeiy te seieîîtific periodicais.

- Gnld lias iteen diaoovered at River Frazer, andi at River TiioMjson-
la dt Britisht territory on thea Pacillc. The Califoruion newszpspers ana
ameng althens the Echo du Pacifique cemitains detaiied accouaits cf thc Ope-
rations cf American and Frenchi minets, -%vte bave loft in nunchers for
River Frazer. Titis evili îtndoitbtcdiy alld te te iîîterest o! lthe present
discussion on tue Hudson Btay Companty's possessions, ia our l>arliamnîn
aend by lte p'ress. It is aise reporteid titat goiri bas heen discovered la
swuall quantitieà ia the state cf lotra. It exists in smali quilutilies la lte
coîînty et Bleauce in Leever Canada,; but the iiig operatiens wiaich had
been conumencod in itat lpart of lte couîntry do nlot Sai te have yeilaled
as ye1 any very profitable retîtra.

- A very iîîleresting controversy is îaow going on as le wettier il is
possible te find int his Canada ltaI wliicb as geotogicaUy kaceva as ceai.
It appears taIt ceai at Icast workable deposits of coal eîîgltt net te lio
fatd iu or immed-aliy over the Loa'er Silurian rocks. Thé- fandamental
rocks cf Canada are beoet tht carbouit'craus strata, anl ire are toiri
tiierefore ltat the deepar ave dig the less irobabiiity is thore of fincling ny.

Professer Dsawson remarks ta an atile cnribUt subjeet ia lte lasi
number eft he L'anadian Naturalle Iltite lîing tat ive cannot have,
is aiways tint wvîicît ire most desire, andl lte mote riciîiy xve are
endowed otervi;e, tue more earnest.v do ave long tur the oe object
that mna, have beau tviitliela. Se il avoîid, seeta to be iih ltae
Canadiai public in te malter of ceai. Ail tae riches of lte carli a nd cf
tht hbis and et lte deep bene-ali have itoca titrowa intu lu hlp, except
titis; amnd like lte ciuld whosc loys are ait valuehess becau3e mamma
cainto giva il the meon te play with la ils cern bandls, it tomns ils eyes

oma' ri ail its alter treasures and cries for ceai . Noev ini env humble
piith ie coamparison dots flot stand altogothter ttnassailable it is ne

citildist îting te cry for an article -which is mucli more ustfül dt0fl geid
andl wititouî eIichii l se diflienit te wrk out tbe other trea.sures ; andl
ae1tI tramu the learacd professon's ocra showiîîg, il is itct soda an impoe-
iibility afier ail te fin al a ia Canada as te catch te mo and play
a6vilhit i 10 nes cwn band. Mis remArks hocrever are fair cnugi as a
repiy te the uniust allacks madae on science andt savans on ltaI accouaI.

Unfortuziatel::, il appmears titat the fit tie tuat lte existence
cf coalin Canada* ras mentioaed, 1h iras a glaring nd bungling fraud
on the part cf te parties intered. Wc finilta inte Ta'anxactaolu of the
.Literany und Iliutonical Society of Qmsebre, 2d val. p. 01 la Ilime .11dditiorial
ïVoles an the Geogtîosy cf Si. i>a uts Biay, by Lient. Bafldclcy the tollowing
accouaI cf titis alîciapt at rmystifmcation.

IVle arnived about six o'ciock at St. Uirbaî*no rtil is belereen four
tend. five lesgaios northvatl cf St. lat' Jay cLre passing lte night,
ave malle pircîmarnîiens ia lte anoratit, te vstoredej>osites of iron crnicb
arc ssid te occur la the neounnins cliain to lte nonîtward, andl te test lte
Iruti t if a report wviichli ad been breuglît le Qmiebec, concorning lthe
occttrrence of cosi licreabouls. Wte hadl nany rensons, goological as icll
=s cter, te question lte accuracv cf titis latter report; but none cf tlîci
avore ot se pcsitive a nature as te retrder or visit te lte spot
linticcessarv, particnlarly as if wiretd net donc sn, soe dout ioulal
nleraYs havce xisîcal on tht subject as it vras oniy firei sociog lte total
discredit avith which titeir story %vas reccived by it, atter liaving nisilcd
lte place, anal ttc tler itope.cssnes which exisled cf iinposing tapon
us tat ire obtalnedyfrotn ane of the conspiraters lte fahiowing account.
Tbcy purciased a bushel et good Newcastle ceai, about tiarce areoka
before cnt arrivai, anal depositel te saie in a samall Streamn ia roar et
St. PàUlIs By. Fertttnateiy thore iras net a geoiogist anxong them andl
titeir biluncineus cei iras deposited ia deflance cf the beauliftil laies of
natture, tapon lte eides andl in close contact aviith j'imary rocks, witia net
:t vestige of a secaotnry or transitionu formiation withia ecvcral tluilci.
Te sec aras Iherefore Ie be satisftod or r.itierdL.sslisied anal re tnroed our
batks nion lte bcatîtiftid bat tncicînicious cbaris of te iranien sparkiag
,witb: ai l ierjett>' blackr.ss i. te bottein, of a pcllucimi Streami gîîrgling
over a fine tchq.atiose zand îîp which wietre ittviîed tc, walk."

lun 853, Cem'ah die Rettormnal bail erith ttc geclogists cf lie Pro-
vincial Sairvey a scientific itolemie on a substance whici aras foîînd la a
vein ot dt rock cf Queber, la Mountain strot Sir Wiiliant Logan hau.
,ulready aiiuded in bis reports to te iaduratedl bituian wbich bo Sait!

was found in that iocality. Mr. de Rottermund broughh 'with him te
France specimens which ho, and the Hou. Mtr. Drummonci bis brother in
law, stibhmitted to Messrs. Dorbigny, Valenîciennes and ae Brogniard,
whu al stated that the fossils which these speclînî contained were si igma-
ria belonging ta Viec regalar coal formation. Thîis %v'as dis posedl et ira
believe by statîng that the place wvherc the specimcens %voire obtaineul was
adjoining ta a cellar wtt :re ceai bîadl bcen deposited raid that thore pre-
sence on the spot was pîtreiy accidlentai. No further boriug took place
and tho thing was left in statu quo UiP ta the recent alledged discovery
ot a coal seaux at ljowmnanvlle, a tuWn of 4000 infiabitants in LJpper
Canada, 43 tuiles distant frein Toronto. The first specimens that were sent
ta Professor Chapman werc pronounccd hy hitn ta ba coin pact bitumeîi
O ther spetimntes werc sent te Professor Dawson wiîo says : II The bore
hale is ngain appeaied to, and now% produces actuai verîtablo ceai, net
Only like ceai and burning like coal, bu t fiaving ali lthe characteristica
of truc ceal-measura, tand showing its vegetable strucotures." But judgting
front the geological position assigned te the cote' of Bovmanville, tho
lenraed professer gives it as bis opinion, Il that -twe twist therofière in the
meautime regard this case as beyond the pale of ordinary geolugical
tacts and as citer a fraud, a mistakre, or a srinçultirly ittep!ionatl oceur-
rence only te be explained by forlher exploration of the localil y," Thtis
fîîrthcr exploration, the governinent qud the geoogicai survey seein bont
on liav!.,g alogetiier ia the handg of the parties %vite have announced
the discevery aud whe bost know at ail events wiîetier tiiore la a fraud
or net. Speaking cf Sir Williant Logano, I'rofssor Dairsoa saya : IlAil
Sir Wiiliaui's early reputation as a geelogist was gained ina tha ceai
fields, ne more cempeteat mining surveor for ceai coula bie found, and
ne one ceuld be more rejoiccci nt thte apport unity cf reporting on a ceai-
field in Canada. But for tbis very reasen h., à leG cautious te hasrd any
conjecture as te thc probability of the occurrence of fossil fuel iii a coun-
try where facts palpable te the geelogist, have inscribcd everywhera a
negaive cfit.U presence. Net having this public rosponsîibitity ivcighing
ua jon us, ive nuy ventura te mention certain poufsibaatîes as te the occur-
rence of cealin Canada, which weuld furnish the oniy means cf accouai-
ing fur the Botimanvilie discovery Should it provo a reality. The
fondamental rocks of Canada ara as we have sala bclewi the caritoni-
ferons and thertfore uniikely te centain workabia ceal. But Canada
incy in tbis respect prace un except ion Io et ber countries. Tiore may have
bleu a land flora and an accumulation cf ceai at an eairlier peried ivi
Ive have clsewbert, ascrrtAiaed these phenomena te cxist. Unfortunatoly
however ne indication of titis exisis c.ccepi the diseorery by Sir IV. E.
Logan cfa bed of coal ont incha thick, in the deronian rock$ or Gaspé, asso-
ciated with a few vegetable fossils. This is ln itscîf a rare and interc!st-
ing geelegical tact, and the beds ia which it occurs are thosa which are
,sext bIow the truc - rboz4ferous series. Secoadly the ceai messures
approacit Canada son ;Ihat cicsely bath an the East and the West. In the
peniasulas cf Canada West ana cf Gaspé, we have the devenian soties,
the next beiow the carbonifercus. To these succeed respectiveiy the
ceai Çfields cf Michigan anid New-Blrunswick -which on the West and East
occurjust beyend Ille limita cf Canatda. In tboso paris cf the Province
whvlici thus appreaci nearest te the carboniferous systein, it is barely pos-
sible ilat oltliers of the carboniferous districts, as yet unobserred, ay
extcnd xvithin or limits. The liowmanville lccality à hewevcr loo
distant* freont lte western coaI field te give any likeibiood te such a view
ini tht' cas. Again il Somctimes Occurs dit Zoeally certain inembers cf
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