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These societies thus formed, are spoken of as Churches. But un-
worthy members may easily find a place in the fellowship of these
visible Churches, and this fact also is recognized in the Scriptures
but the body, as a whole, receives the name which is appropriate
to it, from the profession and standing of its members, But while
unworthy members are in the visible Church, they are not there
as its rightful members. They do not share in the promises and
prerogatives of the body of Christ, whose name they have
assumed. And they are not members of that Church of which
we predicate Unity, Sanctity, Catholicity and Apostolicity.

And when, in the providence of God, their real character
is revealed, and they are separated from the fellowship of
the faithful, we can say of them with John, “They went
Sut from us, but they were not of us ; for if they had been of us
they would, no doubt, have continued with us” (1 John ii. 19).

It is manifest that if we predicate of a mixed society, made
up of all sorts of men, what the Scriptures affirm only of the true
people of God, we will be led to conclusions very remote from the
truth, and our reasonings upon the unity of the Church, and,
indeed, upon nearly all matters connected with this mixed society
will be entirely vitiated.

We have mentioned two views of the Church, radically
distinct, one or other of which men who think clearly should
embrace.

3. There is, however, an intermediate position which has
been assumed by some writers of ability, and which is involved
in the reasonings of others who do rot avow it. They hold the
Romish idea of the Church as an external visible society made up
of all sorts of men, and yet they admit with Protestants that the
visible Church is divided, and needs to bere-united. Dr. Déllinger,
of Munich, who writes so ably on the re-union of Christendom,
evidently occupies this peculiar ground. In his lectures, without
formal discussion, he everywhere assumes the Romish idea of
the Church as an external visible organization, with very
mixed moral elements in its membership, but somehow
this Church, to which the promises pertain, has become divided,
and must be re-united, before it can successfully achieve its
mission in the world. Tractarians occupy the same ground:
they can accept Bellarmine’s definition of the Church, with the




