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England and saw the scene of her devoted husband’s death in the
cause he loved. The teachers were found alive, but they had a tale
of living martyrdom to relate, and had experienced so many suffer-
ings and hardships that they had tc be removed. In England, after
the sad intelligence of the death of the heroic Williams, it was also
resolved by the directors of the London Missionary Society to
endeavor to plant the standard of theCross at once as near as possi-
ble to the spot where the apostolic pioneer had fallen, Two young
missionaries, with their brave wives, were forthcoming, ready to take
their lives in their hands and go on the perilous enterprise. Dlessrs.
Nisbet and Turner reached Tanna in June, 1842, and got what
scemed a hopeful reception from the chiefs and natives of Port Reso-
Iution. “But,” Dr. Turner says, “we had not been twenty-four
hours on shore until we found that we were among a set of notorious
thieves, perfect Spartans in the trade, and like the ancient code of
Lycurgus, the crime seemed to be not the stealing, but the being
found out.” For seven dreary months the little mission party tried
all their arts of conciliation in vain. Difficulties increased, and their
lives were in imminent danger. At last, in dead of night, they had
to seek safety in an open boat, but they were driven back. It was a
critical condition for them to occupy; but providentially a trading
vessel called the next day, and they got a passuge to Samoa, where
for many years they rendered fruitful service to the work of mis-
sions, and in the closing years of their residence trained many native
teachers and pastors and aided the work of translation and revised
translations of Scripture, till they carried through the press an edition
of the whole Bible with references in the language of Samoa. The
London Missionary Society’s vessel from year to year sailed through
the New Icbrides group, and the deputies on board, as Mr. Murray
minutely testifies, watched for opportunities of locating teachers on
several islands.  Much is <ue to the brave enterprise of these devo-
ted brethren in connection with the New Ilebrides Mission, and it
becomes us, as we recall the work of fifty years ago, to record the
fact that it was the London Missionary Society that pioneered the
gospel to these islands where, in subsequent years, the Presbyterian
missionarics had their trials and triumphs. It was their vessel that
conveyed the first Presbyterian missionary. It was one of their mis-
sionaries that stayed with him during hisfirst year. By their deputics
he was visited and cheered from time to time. The Jubilee honors
and rejoicings of the mission must, therefore, be shared by that great
society.

The first resident missionary on the New Iebrides was a Presby-
terian—the Rev. John Geddie. IIe wasa native of Banff, in Scot-
land, but had been taken in his infaney to Nova Scotia, where he
became, in course of time, a student for the ministry. ITe was




