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Avuausr, 1892,

The Michigan Delegates Report.

Oune of tho features in connection with imsmi.
gration to Manitoba and the territorics of Wes
tern Canada this seuson, is the lurge number of
partics of delegates who have cume from the
United States, with a viow to looking over our
country us 2 possible future home for them-
selves and their fricuds. A few parties came
on this errand last year, but this year one party
after another has arrived and made tours of tho
country. These parties have numbered from
half a dozen or so up to as many us forty per-
sous in a single party. They come from the far
castern and border western states, principally,
Maine, New Hawmpshire, Vermont, Michigan,
Minuesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, Ne
braska, Kansas, ete., being represented. In
every case the delogates have declared them-
selves thoroughly pleased with the couatry,
and many of them have taken up land at once.
Others have gone home, declaving their iaten-
tion to return as soon as they can straighien up
their atfairs and arrange to move here.

A large party of delegates from the State of
Michigan travelled through Western Cauada
during the latter part and the carly part of
August. At Winnipeg the party was split up
into two scctions, one section going west over
the main line of the C.P.R. to Edmonton, and
the other up the Manitoba & Northwestern
Railway. Iu another column we give the
repory of the latter section, and the followiug
is the report of thiose who went to Edmonton.

*“We arrived at Winnipeg ou July 26th, at
which ptace we laid over uatil the 28th. The
Manitoba proviucial exhibition was then open
and was visited by us. The cattle and horses
were beyond our expectations, the former fat.
tened on prairie grass were superior to inuch
stall.fed stock that wo have seen. The other
exhibits were a credit to the new proviace,
We arrived at Calgary on July 30th. The crop,
west of Winnipeg 328 miles were very good.
The Portage district, which we passed through.
was one of the best we have ever seen, the
wheat, barley and oats all apparently perfect
as to quality and quantity. The Brandoa dis.
trict was also very good ; on our passage we
saw many fields of grain of 50and 100 acres,
many iiles of grain as far as the eye could
reach, which to us was quite an encouraging
and hopeful sight. The district weat of Qu’Ap.
pelle was not equal to the countiy ecast of that
point owing to the lack of rain. Although the
crops scemed short and spare owing to lack of
rain the herbage seemed everywhere plentiful
and to afford abundant nourishinent o fatten
cattle, of which we saw many, all in prime con-
dition.

We visited the city of Calgary with its popu-:
lation of 4,500 av the foot of the rockies where
the snow peaks canbe scen. A nunber of its
bnildings are built of stone quarcied about two
miles from the centre of thecity. The conntry
about this placc is koown as the rauching
country and in somc years has not suflicient
rain for mixed fanning. \We were driven abont
the country by the mounted police under the
guidance of Amos Rowe, the Dominion Jand
agent. We visitsd the Chapman ranch which
has 1,000 head of cattle and 600 horses ; both
the cattle and horseslooked in pritne condition;
though the grass was very short, it was plenti-
ful and succuleat. We also saw in onc fleck
2,000 sheep, snd were informed of another of
3,000 ; atock of all kiuds thrive in Alberta.

Oa Mornday, August the 2ad, we took tho
Edmonton and €algary railroad for Edmonton,
n distance of 192 miles in 2 northerly direction.
Wae found appearance of the country im[')mvo
as wo tmvcllcs north 3 50 miles from Calgary
all the growth commenced to be very luxuriant,

the grass being especially good. We found ‘that
many settlers were already in the country,
and every station filled with anxious land huat.
ers. At Iidmouton and points south and cast of
it scttlers can procure at the stores all
requirements at a fair price.  ‘There aru
two coal mines at Jidmonton, Coal is
sold at §2.40 or $2.75 per ton delivered.
Gold is being produced by many placer miners
on the sand banks of the North Saskatchewan.
We were informed that cach mau averaged
from $2 to §3 per day.  They are testing {or oil
west of Edwmontor, with faic prospects of sue-
cess.  ‘Lhe game through the country is very
plentiful.  \We saw a great many llocks of prai-
rie chickens, ducks and geese, and in our opin.
ion it is tiho sportsman’s paradise. The shooting
scason for prairie chicken commences on Aug-
ust 15th, and ducks, geese, ote., on September
1st. It would be diflicult to conccive more
fuvorable conditions for settlement than are to
be met with in the country we traversed.
Good soil, water, timber, hay, coal ecasily and
chicaply mined on the Siskatchewan river. It
seems to crop out cverywhere. The opinions
of the delegates as regavds the opportunities of
the Northwest for settlement, would be this
That whilst the entire country seems well
adapted for stock raising, the district around
FEdmonton so far as we saw, was beyound our
expectation suitable for mixed farming. Wheat
was especially good, also oats and barley, and
as castern farmers we would suy of the timothy
grass, it was as fino as can be produced in sny
country, and we believe it can be raised with
profit to the farmer as the country becomes
mors improved by settlers,from our observation.
In going east about thirty.six or forty wmiles
vegetation was growing nicely and looking
well; in our opinion it is to be the future counu-
try of the Northwest, We can say from evi-
dence withia our knowledge that any man who
will endeavor to make a home can do so in this
district. It certainly bas the best depth of
soil. In this country hay is abundant and all
kiuds of the small wild fenits such as strawber-
rics, gooscberries, wild currants and wild
blackberrices abound.

The Edmonton district surpassed our expec-
tations, we fonud a country that is well adapt-
ed for mixed farming, with an inexhaustible
black, loamy soil, well watered and well tim-
bered. The conditions in that respect would
compare favorably to the state of Itlinois;
wheat, oats, barley and hay will grow in
abundance. We saw timothy and potatoes as
good as ever we saw in the cast, aud we see no
reagon why any person who is burdened with
taxes and ioterest should not go at once and
wake 2 home in the beautful Northwest if he
can. ‘There he has a good healthy climate, no
taxes to speak of, good land, no wmartgages, no
interest, and where with a little energy and
perseverance he could make himself a comfort-
able and happy home.

The soil is from onc and onc half to theee feet
decp, o rich black loam similar to the soil of
our Michigan river flats only heavier, and rests
upon a clay subsoil which isin itsz)f most black
and rich. The climate is mild, many farmers
telling us that horses get a good living running
out all winter, and that last scason there was
very little or no sleighing there being so littlo
snow. It was the same the wintcr%:cforc and
we beliove is gencrally so.  The crops of wheat
were linc and staund very cven about as high as
the fence tops, about four and a half to five
feet, and indicatiog o yicld of 25 to 30 bushels
per acre.  They will be ready to harvest abaut
August 20th.  Oats were heavy and good ; we
would think them good for 60 to 70 bushels and
we were told of exceptional yiclds of 100 bush-
ols peracre, Barley, the largest we over aaw,
and much larger aud more plentiful than is ever
raised in any part of Michigan.  Potatoes and
a varicty of garden vegetables are grows inost
successfully, there being 2o potatoc bugs,
cabbage worms or any wvegetable or grain
pest. .

Regarding storage fucilitics for grain, this is
the best equipped of any aew country that wo
have knowledge of.  Beginning at Yort Arthur

and Fort William on Ike Superior and theneo
along the line of the C.P.R for 1,200 miles,
tho clevators are most uumerous and commod-
ious, ¢ven at the small towns they secm to have
storage capacity enough for one half the state
of Michigan.

The milling industry of this country is im-
mense, there are a good many small mills in the
gmaller towns and 18 Wionipeg, Keewvatin (or
Liake of the Woods) aud Portage la Prairie the
mills are very fine, ranging in capacity from
500 to 2,000 barrels per day. These larger
mille ure alt voller and built on the plan kaown
as the long aystem. The spring wheat is very
hard aud flinty and mills better on the loag
than tho short system. ‘The flour made from
this wheat makes excellent bread and is espec.
iaily valuable for baker’s purposes. Though it
may not look nearly as well as Parshall’s Legal
Tender, the flour from Manitoba wheat brings
the best price and is always quoted at the top
of the market.

We cannot conclude our report without
thanking the C.P.R. and its officials for its
kindness and attention to us. We had a colon-
ization sleeper from \Winunipeg to Edmoaton
aud return  Mre, Niblock, assistant saperin-
tendent, Mcdicine Hat, was very kind acd at-
tentive to us.  ‘The Manitoba, one of the C.P,
R. stecamers that run into Fort William, on
which we travelled, is one of tlie best we over
saw ; io short we may say that the Cavpadian
people and oflicials wherever we met them
were very attentive ond accommodating to
us.

————
List of Principal Canadian
Fairs, 1892.

Prace orF Fan. Dare.
Toronto .... ..........S5ept 5th to 17th,
Winnipeg, Man.........July 25th to 30th.
Kiegston .......... <. Sept. 1st to 9ch.
Sherbrooke, Que........ Sept. 5th to 9th.
Pictou......oveniien .-.Sept. 7th and Sth.

Montreal, Quo...........Sept. 13th to 23¢d.

London .......... «....Sept. 15th to 24th.
8t. Catherines.......... Sept. 19:h to 21st.
Woellesley.............. Sept. 20 and 21st.
Renfrew ....oovvvnnnn. Sept 20th and 21st.
Guelph ..........o .l Sept. 20th to 22ad.
WhIthY .o evncennnnnns Sept. 20th to 22ad.
Perth...oanl..s e eeae Sept. 20th to 22ad.
Stayaer.coooiienienn .Sept. £1st to 23rd.
Paisley «...... ... ....Sept. 220d and 23rd.
Ottawa ... ceviiiinnns Sept. 22nd to Oct. 1st.
Alymer .oovevieniiaa.n, Sept 26th to Sept 28th
Titsonburg ........ .+..Sept. 27th and 28th.
Durham.... .. ........ Sept. 27th and 28th.
Milverton.............. Sept. 27th and 28th.
Brampton ....... cereee Sept. 27th aund 28th.
Walkerton ............ Nept. 27th to 20th.
Brantford........... ...5ept. 27th to 29th.
Peterboro....o....... . Sept. 27th to 29th.
Almonte. ..... eeriaens .Sept. 27th to 29th.
Collingwood............ Sept. 27th to 30th.
Waoodstock............. Sept. 28th and 29th.
Stratford ..... ceeeeans Sopt. 29th and 30th.
Cayuga .........vu.u.-.Oct. 4th and 5th,
Bowwanville........ ...0ct. thand 5th,
Paris..... « vees ve...Oct. 4thand 5th.
Markham ...... ....... Oct. 5th to Tth.
Etora .. ...... e QOct, 6th and 7th,
Beachburg .......... ...0ct. Gthand 7th.
Otterville.... ......... Oct. 7th and Sth.
Ridgetown.voiasennanns 0zt. 11th to 13th.
Simcoc ..... [ eeeeoQct, )7th to 19th.
Woodbridge........ «...QOct, 18thand 19th.

A mceting of the Caunadian Association of
Fairs and Exhibitions will be held in the Dir-
cctors’ Room, at the offices on tuo Toronto Ex-
hibition grounds, ou Monday afternoor, Sept.
12th. All Exhibition Associations aro invited
to send delegates.
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The goverameat has been advised that Cana-
dian cheese carricd off all the prizes sgainst all

competitore at the agricultural show at Liver-
pool last month,




