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Furs to the valuo of $23,000 were shipped
from Victoria by J. Boscowitz & Sons on a re-
cent Tucsday.

Surveyors are at work locating a live of rail-
way from tho forks of the Kaslo River to the
town of that name.

A road is to be built this summer between
Nicola and Granita creck, in the Simalkameen
district at a cost of $4,000.

The farming section of Cariboo district had
been favored with plentiful rain and the crops
gave promise of a bouatiful harvest.

A Victoria photographur has been sent to the
Behring Sea by the Imperial Government to
take views of the various seal rookeries.

Tho orchards throughout the Okanagan coun-
try give promise of lurge crops this year, No
insect pests of any kind have as yet made theic
appearance among the trees.

The warm weather in the vicinity of Giolden,
has freed the mountains of suow, and thero is
now nothing in the way of the prospactors get-
ting around in the mountains.

The goverameat steamer Quaadra which was
seriously damaged a short time ago by running
on a rock has been placed in the docks at Es-
quimalt for repaira. It is estimated that the
damage will amount to §10,000.

There is more activity in placer mining in
British Columbia this season thaa for many
years and the result should be a considerable
increase in the production of gold. Some of
the most important bydraulic enterprises will
not, however, be sufficiently far advanced to
* yield returne this season.

The construction of a canal connecting Okan-
agan and Dog Lakes appears to be more prob-
able than has hitherto been supposed. fLhs
scheme has the strong approval of the C. P, R.
The canal would add thirteen miles of naviga
ble water and render the miaes at Fairview and
the coal beds at \White Lake, especially, easy
of access. .

Westminater Columbian: “‘There arrived in
the city yesterday, by the train from the cast,
a Norwegian family of immigrants, coasisting
of an old woman, a young girl and two boys.
They were from Norway divect, and were des-
tived for Lopez Island, Was,, though by some
mistake their tickets were made to read West-
minister. They had only §10 among them and
could pot talk a word of Eoglish. Mayor
‘Townsend interested bimself in behalf of the
strangers, and by the conrtesy of H.Y.Thomp-
son, who was in town, passes were secured
over the Great Northern to Whatcom, where
the stcamner leaves for Lopez Island. The
little party lefc this morniog on the Great Nor-
thern for their destination, where they have
fricuds expecting them.

—_—
Evening fn the Woods.

Much as we all enjoyed our long days of dolec
far niente I think cvening was the time weall
loved best.  As soon as it began to grow dusk,
we piled up a hugo fire of brushwood a:.d logs
and sat around the blaze until farinto the balmy
sur aor might.  Miogled with the crackling of
th. ‘sigous pine-legs, we could hear the weird
<ry 0. vhe whip-poor-will like the wait of a lost

spirit, and the monotonous dip, dip of the
raftmen’s oars on the great river, and thea at
all nature secmed rosonant, we too felt that is
became us to ubite in the harmony, and present.
ly from around our camp fire would risoin
clear high notes the words of thnse quaint, old
French Canadian melodies, which have a unique
and indescribable loveliness  And often feom
far across the water we could hear the deep
bass of some belated fisherman, lending depth
and strength to tho chorus of the well known
song ‘‘En Roulant Ma Boule.”

How the memory of that camping party lives
through the long winter days, with its golden
sunshiny hours in the deep wood and on the
glistening river. The fragrance of thoe scented
pine comes to me as I w ite : and oven in the
busy town it forces perplexing questons upon
me—is not this untrammelled open air existence
the true life?  Does not the contemplation of
nature lead us to the contemplation of nature’s
(Giod ? Many indeed are the pleasaut thoughts
and memories of our camp by the deep blue
Oitawa, a passing glimpse of purest content
and healthful happiuess iv the Canadian woods;
where—

“Qur cares dropped from us like the needles shaken
Frous out the gusty pine.”

~From “A Feminine Campiny Party,” by
Mauo Oatuvy, in the Dominion Illustrated
Monthly for July.

The Bells of St. Boniface.

In John Greeuleaf VVhittier's poem, ¢ The
R:d River Voyageur,” he speaks of the bells of
St. Bonifacs :—

The bells of the Roman Missian
That call from their turrets twa'sn,
To the hoatmsn on the river,
To the hunter on the plain,

The visitor to Winnipeg, looking across Red
River to St. Roniface, and seeing the brick
cathedral with unfinished tower, would not
understand the allusion. Butin the old days
the cathedral was a wooden building with
twin towers, similar to those of Notre Dame at
Paris and Montreal. The wooden catheral was
burned in 1860, and tho present building took
ita place.

But as to the Lells. -They are sometimes
popularly spoken of as the travelling bells of
St. Boniface, aud well they may bs, for they
have crossed the ocean three times. They
were cast in London to the order of Bishop
Provencher, the first bishop of St. Boniface,
aand sent by sailing vessel to York FBactory on
Hudson Bay, the usual route for goods destined
for the Red River country., The voyageurs re.
fused, on account of the sizs and weight of the
packages, to convey them over the portages
between York factory and Nerway House, and
they remained at Yorlk:, bat the following year
the bishop arranged with Andrew McDermott,
onc of tho pioneersof Red River, to bring them
on, When the church was bicoed in 1860,
the bolls were destroyed. Bishop Tache, who
had succeeded Bishop Provencher, beiog in
England tho next year, saw thoe founder, who
agreed to ro-cast them if the metal was sent
to Fuvgland. This was done, and the mew
chimes wero again shipped for York Factory.
But the ship was caught in a storm and driven
to St. John's, New foundland. The bells were
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sent from there to Portland, Maine, by vessel,
thence by rail to St. Paul, Mionesota, aud from
there over the prairio by ox cart, several hun-
drod mlles, to 8t Bonifuce, whero they were
hung on a timber framework beside the church.

The writer while serviog as an officer of the
first Red River expedition at Fort Garry, in
the winter of 1879.71, frequently heard the
bells of St. Boniface calling, not only to the
boatiran and the huater, but to the settler,
who was then beginning to crowd aside the
voyageur and the hanter.—J. Jixnrs BeLy,
M.A,, in Canada.

AT THE time of writing tho electiovs for the
British House of Commons were in full swing.
This election iovolves the settlement, for a
while at least, of the question of whether or
not Ireland is to have Home Rule, Mr. Glad-
atone, at the head of thie Home Rule pa-ty is
waking the greatest effort that has ever been
made to get the people to pronounce in favor of
it, whils Coanservatives and Anti.Home Rulers
of all kinds are working to maintaia the present
coundition of affairs. It is not yet (Jaly 10th)
definitely known what the result of the elections
will be but it i3 pretty certain that Howmne

Rale will win, although whether the majority
will be lurgo cnough to be woikable is not so
certaia,
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