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REMARKS ON THE GREEK PABRTICLES.

The Greek Particles are among those what-nots,
those indescribable creations about which nobody
knows anything beyond the fact that they exist. No
one can translato them, they remain bugbears of the
Greck tongue, and a source of frenzy (not by any
means fine frenzy) to poor school-boys, who havo got
to render fifty lines of Greek a week into the best
Eoglish they can. But wo aro unwiso to premiso that
no oue knows much about them, for certain profound
scholars in many ages have written divers Looks of
unscasonable leogth about them, from which it would
bo unwise hiere to quote.  In fact it is ascertained that

like the celebrated stona in * Pickwick Papers,”” many.

have quarrelied and sinco have—ycs—goue mad abuut
the Greek Particles, but they remain on avery page of
Mr. Homer's immortal book, and wo know about as
much as ever we did abeut what they really mean.
“What then,” says the representative intellizent
reader, “‘are you writing about,” but the said reader
forgets that the existence of bodies, which cannat be
explained, is sutficicnt subject to occupy slightly more
than a column in thoe Cullege Times.

Wo know by reliatlo informatisn that the Greek
Particles wera invented by Ilomer and Iesind, that
they burnt the mideight oil ono night, and in the
morning, like the ancient alchemists, brought them
forth completo in all their glury to remain » shining
light in the Greek language, and for futuro generations
to translate—if they can. From this wo argae that
Moesars. Hemer and Hesiod wero very great men, and
if they wero nnt thought much of iu their day and
generaticn, it unly verifies the proserb that “a proplies
s not without honour except in his own country,”
granting that the reader’s imagination is vivid enagh
tochange the werd “prophet” to “pret,”” and “country™
to “age”’ It is conjectured, althiugh nat absdlately
known that they had = hard time bringing oui thase
same Grock Particles. * Ex'mikil nikil fit,”’ says the
proverb, but out of notlhing certainly camo those Greek
Particles, (at least as far 23 wo know, fur wo don’t
hear peopls speaking arcient Greek, and so have no
opportunily of knowing whether the partticles wero
commonly used ornot.  If they were, our theeryabout

their invention does not hold good;) these particles
which stand, as cverlasting monuments to thv gonius
of Homer aud Hesiod.

Wall, it scoms that Homer, when he and Hesiod had
finished their work, wrote a book to display them to
tho best adsantage. It wes called tho * Ilind aud
Odyesey,” was writton in  Dactylic, Hexametors,
Catalectic, and * tumnbles on the ear like tho rough and
angry roar of a winter sen.’”” It has beon modornized
and adapted to music by n celebrated composer, and
can be sung with effect to the air of the * Mabel Valse.”
When sung it tumbles on the oar mora than ever like
the rough and angry roar of a wintor sen. It is at tho
commencement of the lines that the particles are most
displayed, every sccond one commencing 6 pev pa ye,”
aud then at the end chorus, o puwpa ye.”  Tho stylo
forcibly reminds us of Eoglish comic songs of halfa cen-
tury ago, whuse burden was generally, *fs, loo, ral, lal,
Ti, tum, tiddy, ete.”” Smo commentators have asserted
that the particles really moant something, and one once
went 80 far as to afirm that ** AxeAAeg pa,”’ meant
“Achilles, God bless him,” and *K\wapxoc pes,”
** Clenrchus, good luck to his elbow,” but the general
opinion ia that Iomer mado them out of nothing and
ergo that they meant nothing.

If wo may judge by frequent occurrenco *‘ye,” must
have been a very oxpressive particle, ns in Homer it
occurs generally about three timea in a lino. Iesiod,
wo do not know much about, though it is conjectured
that ho wasn't so beastly proud of the particles as
Homer. Of course, ho used then after a0 materially
assisting in the making of them, but he does it in o
more unassuming manner, as far as we can judge, and
usen’t to dot his sheet all over with yt'c after he had
dono writiog like somo boys do with the pronoun *ct.”
in Lutin prose.

Altogethior of course, and to a certain oxteat, the
Greck particles are very nico thinge, when you haven't
to attempt to traunslate them, but we have quite enough
of them in tho original Gresk, and would adviso any
individoal who thinks of forming a joint steck limited
linbility company, with a view of taking out a patent
for introducing them into the Angle-Saxun tongue—
to do so—and then retire into private hfe.

Gaxauze.

Loid Strangford told Moore, the poct, that a certain
lady of fashion and a blue-stocking had in anger knocked
down ube of her pages.  ** Oh,” said Moore, “nothing
is more natural than for a literary woman to double
downapage” *“Iwonld rather,” returned hislordship,
“adrise her to turn over a new leaft™

When Oliver Cromwell first eained money, an old
cavalier observed that the new picces had “God with
usg” on oneside, and * The Commonwealth of England™
on the other.  ** I see)’” said he * Godand the Commons
wealth are on different sides.”

Crrrax was allressing a jury before & judge whose
political bias was unfavourablo to the prisoner, and who
shook his head in doubt of one of the advocate’s argu-
ments, ] see, gentlemen,” sail Curran, “T see the
motinn of his lordship's head.  You might think that
it implied difference of opinion, but if you remain here
many days yvou will perecive that when his lordship
shakes his head there's nothing in it

Seur-Mank.—0Ono of old Bambey's admirers in speak
ing of him ts & wit, said, * You ought to give hiim credit
for what he has accomplishied, as hoisa sclf-mude man.™”
* I know ho is" rctorted tho wit, ** and ho aderes
his maker.”

@orrespondence.

To sun Eptror or tnr Contres Tinxs.

Siz,—As cricket is the gamo of Old England, whom
wo are proud to ncknowledgo ns our Mother Country,
and ns morcover, *ve live in a town which boasts of the
best cricket club in the Dominion, and as wo have &
reputation to keep up, which has been mado for us by
our predecessors, which wo have been rapidly losing
for the last four or five years, I think oricket ought
to bo moro ossentially tho gama of the Collogoe than it
is. Truo thore are a fair number of aubscribers on the
roll of our clulx true a junior club has beon comnmenced,
which is to train the Loys for the higher station in the
cricket world, and true we have masters who are
inclined to favour the progress of the nuble game, but
yet there is one thing wanting, namely, tho earnest
co-operation, not only of the boys who play ericket, but
of all the boys who call themsclves Collego boys.
Surely -this is not nsking too much. It is only
requesting: the boys to take some pride in their school,
8 thing waich I am sure all do in their hearts. What
wo want is for them to show it outwardly, to favour
tho increaso of cricket playing in the schiool, and Iam
suro that if cach boy sutwardly shows that ho cares
somcthing about, whether his schoolmates win lau-
rels at cricket or not, those schoolmates would bo
greatly helped in their cffurts 1o make a name for
themselves and for their College. I think that if some
of tho boys who now make zuch an outcry against
cricket, wero to have been here four years ago, when
Collego boasted a crack eloven, none would have been
prouder than they of their eloven, for then *“in the
brave days of old,” the boys against cricket wereina
hopeless minarity, and it was almost blasphemy to
spoak n word against it. One word as to baso-ball,
which tho anti-cricketers ndvoente. I was much struck
on reading your last issue by what was said or inferred
about tho reason for liking basc-ball, being chiefly
becauso it was casier to play thaa cricket. I do think
that this has a great deal to do with it, and confideatly
hopo that I express tho feclings of a large lody
in Collogo when 1 cnd with tho words, **Long live
cricket.,” I am, Sir, yours,

Cuvir Poixt,

“8IC, O s1C”
Virgil.
A sulemin, 8ad and silent bay,
e sate him on the ground ;
1o lowked as une who kuew no juy;
His face with rue was crowned.
IIis noso wax vory, very blue;
is checks were very wan g
His month was very wuch atkew ;
And he loked magt woe-begane,
And while 1 lnek’d with pitying 5o,
And "gan his fate deplore,
Tle cact to carth, with many n aigh,
Tho atemach’s treasured store.
Qunth T, * \What ails theo gentle Ind,
Art smit with illoess’ stooke 2
*t Tako warning by my fatc 85 nad,”
Quatk he, *“and nee:r giake ™
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