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special application to the Principal Librarian,
supported by the recommeudation. of two
Poi-Bons of known respeotability. When ad-
mission ie granted to the app.,licant hoe receives
a ticket, ivhich is good for six months, at the
end of wvhichi timie it can be renewed for
another six nmenthe, and so on for yeirs if
the holder wvishes. And ail the reader is
charged for these zuagnificent privileges is
simply nothinig, John Bull provideb the
-whole entertaiument ont of his own peeket.

It is frequently the case that every seût in
the rooin le occupied, and marlous nation-
alities are rel)rosefted among the readers.
Englishn:_ýn and Americans, V renchien and
Germians, Grcks and Turks, Ohinese and
Japanese, pursuing different Iines of investi-
gation, resort te tlîis rooui for information,
and soldoni do they fail to obtain it. The
necessity of xny visiting the place grew out
of iny Seniitie studios i Leipzig. Having
occasion in those studies to consider the state
cf Jlebrew learxiing in England, mnyateio
was naturally turned to its inost distingish-
eid expon eut, the grent

JOIEnq; LIeGHTFOOT.

As his knowledge of Biblical and Tahnudical
Hebrew wvas greater, perhaps, than any other
mnan's i Europe in bis lay, the qiestion arose,
wlience did hoe obtain this knowledgc,? In
othei- words, who were bis teachers ? Many
persond were suppoeing, I foind, that lie en-
joyed. thie advantages of Je"ish oral instruc-
tion. Such was the opinion of Prof. Delitzsch
of Leipzig. No mani, lie renzarked to
mie, coula attain to sucli proficiency in
Rabbinical learning without hàving bimself
been- tauglit by a Jew. As Prof. Delitzsch
le hiniseif a Jew, lie may have, on this
account, the mnore readily inolined to this
view. Alter corresponding with different,

persons in Enigland, £rom noue of -whom
1 coula obtain a satisfactory *nswer to My
ii3quirles, 1 resolved to go thither my-
self aud searcli for information within the
wails of tbzo great lîbrary I have described.
Nor was xny searcbhing in vain. I found
that the mnan to whoru Lightfoot-was especial-
aly indebted for the distinction lie reàched. i

Oviental and Talmnudical learning, wvas Sir
Rowland Cottoni. The biographers of Sir
Roland relate, thiat nt the age of seven hoe
côuld fluently rend Biblical I-ebrew, and
both &nerstand and reaclily converse in
that language.

1 fouind, mioreover, that Sir Rowvland
Cotton%' instructor ini Iebreiv w'as Mr.
Hugli Brou«lhton, whiose shiU, therein 'was a
matter of general inotoriety. R1e spent iiuchl
of his timeè ou the continent, where lie f re-
quently conversed :mid disputed with learn-
ed. Jews, oftentinies shiowiing hiniseif to be
more titan, their equal. And going still
jfurther backý, I discovered that Mr. Broiighl-
fton's teacher in Llebrew iwas one Coevel-
larius, -a Frenchmnan, -Professer of Hebrew
in Camibridge University. Amiong the Laits-
downe nîauwscripts I fotund a copy of a letter
wvritten by this Frenchnian to Sir W. Cecil,
ask-iing hint te recominieud hlmi te this Pro-
fessorship. Lighitfoot w ;s dir-ectiy taughit
by Sir «Rowvland Cotton, an4' indirectly by
Broughton and Coevell-arius, and ail three
were ainong the inost celebratedl 1-ebraists
in the kingdom. Whali-t they were capable
of iniparting lie received, and then advanecd
beyond theni to stili grander attainnients.

If Liglitfoot availedl hiuself of the nid of
Jewisli oral instruction, it must have been
either in or eut of England. It coula not
have been the latter, for lie never once left
the shores of his naîtive isle. Unlikze
Pococke, Broughtoii and others of his fellow-
countiynien and contemporaries, ivho often
visited the continent and held niuch inter.
course with learned Jews, lie seuglit t'ho
uzeane of advancemient in his studies whoily
ini his native land. And the weight of prob.
ability lies entirely ag.1inst tlhe supposition
of his havlîîg receîved any assistance from
Jewish teachers ini England.

No acknowledgmnent of this kind. la made
by hinxself in any of his writings, or by those
who have written concerning him. -In hie
time, in fact, thero were few if any Jews in
England; they had flot yet returned since
their hauishment by Edwvard I.

To Lightfoot's close and diligent, applica..
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