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ten on these marbie tablets are often beau-
tifully and designedly expressive cf Christian
sentiment or character. Semetimes the cor-
respondence cf name and character is indi-
cated, as in the following * ' 9IMIIAIKIA
H KAI KAM)NYMO:2, IlSimplicia, whc
ivas aise rightly se calied ;"1 Hic VERVS
QVI SEMPER VERA LccvTVS, IlHere <lies)
Verus, who ever spoke verity." These
names were frequently assumed in aduit age,
when the ccnvert fromn Paganism laid aside
his former designation, cften cf an idolatrous
rneaning, in order te, adept one more con-
sistent with the Christian profession. Thus
we have such beautifully significant namnes
as INNOcENTIA, IlInnocence;" CONSTAN-
TIA, "lConstancy;" PRVDENTIA, "Pru-
dence ;" 11IýTIU, "Faith;> EAIII,,
"Hope;" APA1IH, "Love;" EIPHNH,
IlPeace ; " EY:ýEBIO:2, IlPieus," and the
adjectives FIDELIS, "Faithful ;" CASTA,
"Pure;" BENIGNv5, "lKind;" ENGENVA,
"Sincere;" DvLcISSIMA, "Most Sweet;"
and the like.

Sometimes, toc, a picus word or phrase
was used as a proper name, as among the
ancient Hebrews and the English Puritans.
Thus we have such examples as QvoD) vvLT

DEVS, "lWhat God wills;" DEvs DEDIT,
" Goal gave; " ADEODATvs and ADEODATA,
" Given by God; " RENATvS, "lBorn again;-"
REDEMPTVS, IlRedeemned; " AccEPrîSSuIA,
"Well pleasing;" BYZ1IIPO>,jEKTO:ý,
'lAccepted," and IZOMERNH, IlSaved."

Serne cf the naines in these inscriptions
were probably given by the heathen in re-
proach and contempt, but were afterxvards
adopted by the Christians in humility and
seif-abasement. It is difficuit te account
Otherwise for such names as CONTVMsELIOSVS,
"Injurious i" CALAMITOSA, "'Destructive ;"
PRoJEcrvs, IlCast eut ;" and especially
such epprobrieus epithets as Fimsvs and

In several of the foilowing inscriptions the
dasçsical reader wili detect irregular spelling and con-
struction, which must be taken as we find thern.

STERCORIA, IlDung "~and cgFilth.> In the
last there may be an allusion to the words of
St. Paul, IlWe are made as the filth of the
world, and are the offscouring cf ail things
unto this day.»1 Thus the primitive believers%
bound persecution as a wreath about their
brows, exulted in their Ilglorious infamiy,"
and changed the brand of shame into the
badge of glory.

Sometimes a sort of pun, or play upon
words, occurs, as in the following: HIC JACET
GLYCONîs, DVLCIS NOMINE ERAT, ANIMA
QVOQVE DVLCIORZ VSQVE; IlHere lies Gly-
conis; she Nvas sweet by name, hier dispo-
sition also was even sweeter ; » HEIO EST
SEPVLCRVM PULCRVM PVLCRiE FEMINÎE;
IlHere is the beautiful tomb of a beautiful
womnan." Ivuch of the paronomasia, how-
ever, is lost in translation.

Most of the names, as might be expected,
are of ciassical origin. We find aise, indica-
tions of the customn of adopting the names of
the reigning dynasty. The modern Victorias
and Alberts find their analogies in the Aure-
lias and Constantinas of the Aurelian and
Constantinian periods. The lofty Érceno-
men, nomen and cognornen of the Pagan epi-
taphs do net appear in those of the Christians.
Having renounced the pride cf birth and
place and power, they laid aside their woridly
tities for the new narne given in baptism. In
some instances the name cf the deceased is
flot recorded in the epitaph at al; perhaps,
as Fabretti suggests, because Ilthey wished
theru te be written only in the Bock cf
Life.>

These sepuichral slabs aise frequentiy
give intimations cf the social rank and occu-
pations of the departed. Sometimes, especi-
aliy after the establishment cf Christianity
as the religion cf the Empire, the enumera-
tion cf tities indicates exalted position and
the holding cf important offices cf state, as
for example the following: Jv.Livs FEUIX
VALENTINIANVS vc. ET. SP. EX-SILE-NTIARTO0
SACRI PALATII EX COM. CONSISTORII CeM.
ne!n. ; IlJulius Felix Valentinianus, a man
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