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REUBEN PURVES; ORTill-.'SPCLATOIR.

Speculation is the coul, of buesineex, ài l
hp Mansppring ot im provement, it i.î e-,,en-
ci to prospority. B3urns ho., signiticd that
jecoulti not stoop to crawl mbt evhat lie con-
.dered as the r'arrow fioles of' blir-aiI-nia-
img; and aine ont of every ten perFonq,
hoconsidfer themselves high-mainded, pro-
,ntoeympathize evith iniu:, anti cay lie was
'elic, Bu't our imniortal bard, in scosaying-,
-4oeti only at the oddts anti eadls-tlic corn-
nanti the diuijointeti extremities of bargain-
aking, 'properly, so caiied-ant ie sulèreti
,àPritie andi hia prejutices to blind, ln tlis
liance, his miglity spirit, rend contract hic
rup, su that ho sawv not the ai'powerful,

fiuaizin'.fg, anti civiiizing influence of
e ver>' bargain-makingL whici lie dcspiced.
rie iL ip, that as a cpi: it tf* speculation or
3g inn-rnrkilg contrrects itseif, anti every
IV becornes more andi more a thing ol' fier-
ings anti of fractions, it hegets a groveli-
espirit of meanne&s, that may eventuaily
4in diehones*ty; but as ht expands, it e.-
ý1Sîluc mna:, imbues bis mimd iiu liberali-

andi beneits socecty. The spirit of comn-
cial 'grec ilation ivili sprtati abroati, urutîl

rentier useiesa the cevord of titte hero, cau-ze
to rust in its cabbard, ant ube, regartîcti
-!he b-ariiarous playthi::g of antitîuity. It
iligo ibrth as a tiove from the ark of stu-
ety bearing the olive brandi of peace andi
statuai benefite unto ali landis, until miua
ail le.ara ivar no more.

B~at at preeeat 1 amn not îriting11 an os-
Yeon cpeculation or enterprise, but the his-
yot Reuben Purvis, the speculator, anti 1
ai therefore begin evith it nt once, Reu-
n was bora ine Qalashiels, than wleicle 1 do
t lcuoiv a more thriviog towr:, or une more
duifuliy cituateti on ai Uhe %ide B3orders.
yon pass it, seqetd on the outeiie of te
levy>ý-hase coarh on a cummer day> (if
chia'e a suna>' chower shail have fat len,)

Jes bei'ore you as a long anti cilveroti line,
-bine claIes reflecting backi tie suabeam.
ils streols, cleanlinesse anti prospcrity joint
ilts, whihe bcibre it aind behiinti risc his,
hl enougli to bc calied mouaitains, îvhere
torgeous heather purplea in it-s ceason.
rote lt-I might Say tîtrougli it-vimples
', almos-t iaving iils threzzhohds. There

the spiirk of spet'uiatîon nani o trade lial+
taken iup "a local hahitation antI a namell in
ilic bosomn of pnetry. On tic ont, hanti is tiue
magie of AbhlùL;lrtl, on the otller the tneme-
r es Di Metcroze. But ils description is best
runined i p in the ent.e:nnatiun of a Coclk-
ney traveller, iho saitl-" Vy, certainly,

anlucswould ho ivery pretty, -%erc it not
ils vooti inti vater F'

B3ut 1 aguin di crees from the history of
lieubent Purves. 1 have Qaiti that ho ivap
born in Gala-h iel.,; his litther wvas a INeaver,
andi the fater brouglit his onup to his own
profésion. Pitit ai thotî-gh Reuberi

9vre a evahstergu id.
Coulti stown a clue Wvl ony body2"

his apprenticcsiiip (if his instructions from
ltir !:ithcr coulti be calieti one) wvrs scarce ex-
piroti, wlicn, like Otlûil.), lie round ' hi$ oc-
cupation -one," ant he hand-doon, %vas fait-
îng into ilisu-,e. Ayltivrighit, who was lon.-
cwsiderpti a moere bee headect barber, hati,
thougil ili a great nieasure hy Ille nid ci'
officis, hrou-ht hizc mechanierm te a degree
of perfection, ihat nGt only a.ctonislied the
world, but lielti out a more inlexhaustible,
andi a richer source u)t' veiti to Britain,!itan
its niinesï id to Perti. Deep aend bitter ivere
the iznprecat ione ol rnany agairist the power-
toron ; fer it 15 dîiicult t*,r any mnan to cee
gooti in that wvhich dreshez away bis liard-
carneci morsol from the MroUthls Of his filmily,
anti leaves thicrn callingi in vain for food.-
But there wero a fcw spirits who couiti ap-
preciato the vast dîscovery, anti who in it
perceiveti, not onIY the benefits it would Con1-
fer on the contry, but on the human rate.-
Arkiwrigrht, it, thougi a wonderui -nari,
wua not one of deep or accurate linowledge,
iiU a vanity which in hlm is excus-eable,,

imagiincd that lie coutld carry out the recuits
et Ilis improvenls to an extent that wvou!d
enable the country to pay off the ational
debt. Lt ivas a îviid idea; but extravagant
as itç%vas, it Must be týr1ilowilded, thiat the
fruits of luis discovories -nabed 13îitain to
bear up against its burdens, a:.d niaintain its
fditht iii imes of C-evereet t: il and oppres-
ion.

Rcuben'a lather iras one or' those who
complaineti mn bitterly ugainse thc modemi


