Reuben Purves.

REUBEN PURVES; OR, THE SPECULATOR.

Speenlation e the soul of businesz, it is
he manepring of improvement, it is cssen-
al to prosperity. Burns has significd that
2 could not stoop to erawl into what he con-
eredns the narrow holes of barznin-ma-
ing; and nine out of every ten persons,
‘ho consider themselves high-minded, pro-
«sto eympathize with jum, and say he was
ot, Bt our immortal bard, in sosaying,
xked only atthe odds and ends—the corn-
rand the disjointed extremities of bargain-
.sking, properly so called—and he suflered
spride and hiz prejudices to blind, in this
~tance, his mighty spirit, and contract his
rsp, so that he saw not the all-powerful,
*ehumanizing, and civilizing influence of
eveyy hargain-making which he despised.
e it is, that as a spitit of speculation or
rgsin-making contracts itself, and every
wbecomes more and more 2 thing of far-
inga and of fractions, it begets a grovell-
“espirit of meanness, that may eventually
-}in dishonesty ; but as it expands, it ex-
“isthe man, imbues his mind with liberali-
.and benefits society. The spirit of com-
orciaf specalation will spread abroad, until
render useless the sword of the hero, cause
torust in its scabbard, and to be regarded
-the brbarous plaything of antiquity, It
Hlgo forth as a dove from theark of su-
oy, bearing the olive branch of peace and
mutual benefits unto all lands, until men
all leara war no more.

~Bat at present 1am not writing an cs-
yon speculation or enterprise, but the his-
yof Reaben Porvis, the speculator, and I
alitherefore begin with it at once, Reu-
‘nwas born 1 Galashiels, than which Ide
thnow a more thriviag tows, or une more
autifully situated on all the wide Borders.
you pass it, seated on the outside of the
sevy~0hase cooch on o summer day, (if
chancea.sunny shower ghall have fallen,)
Jes before you as a long and silvered line,
-blue slates reflecting back the sunbeams.
its streets, cleanliness and prosperity join
uds, while before it and behind rise hills,
b enough to be called mountains, where
‘gorgeous heather purples in its season.
fore it—1 might say through it—wimples
', almost laving its thresholds. There

the epint of speculation and of trade has
taken up  alocal hahitation and a name’’ in
the bosom of poetry. On the one hand is the
magic of Abbotsiord, on the other the mnemo-
reaof Melrose. DBut its description 15 best
sununed up in the concemnation of & Cack-
ney traveller, who said-" Vy, certainly,
Galashiels woakl be wery pretty, were it not
its vood and vater 1

But @agiin digress from the history of
Reuben Purves. 1have said that he wae
born in Galashicle; his futher was a weaver,
and the father brought his son up to his own
profesion.  [ut although Reaben

* was a wabster guid.
Could stown a clue wi’ ony bhody.”

his apprenticeship (f his inetructions from
hir father could be called one) was scarce ex-
pired, when, like Othells, he found * hisoc-
cupation gone,” and the hand-loom was fall-
ing into disuse. Arkwright, who was long
considered a mere bee headed barber, had,
though in a great measure by the aid of
othets, brought his mechanism to a degree
of petlection, that nct only actonished the
world, but Leld out & more inexhaustible,
aud aricher ource of wealth to Britain, than
its mines did to Pera.  Deepand bitter were
the imprecations of many against the power-
form ; for it is difficult for any man to see
good in that which dashes away his hard-
earned morse! from the mouthsof his family,
and leaves them calling in vain for food.—
But there were a few spirits who eould ap-
preciate the vast discovery, and who in it
perceived, not only the benefits it would con-
fer on the eountry, but on the human race.~—~
Arkwright, who, though a wonderful man,
was not one of deep or accurate knowledge,
with a vanity which in himis excuseable,
imagined that he could carry out the resufts
ot his improvements to an extent that would
enable the country to pay off the pational
debt, It was a wild idea; but extravigant
as it was, it must be wcknowledged, that the
fruits of his discoveries «nabled Britain to
bear up against its burdens, aid maintain its
faith in times of severest tiialand oppress-
ion.

Reuben's {ather was one of those who
complained wmost bitterly against the modern



