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acompanion to the newly discovered diainond, and came t»,

the conclusion that the stone had been washed dom n bY the

overflowiflg of the Vaal R.ver. In I866 more atones were

found bY the natives On the banks of the Vaal. This strength-

ened Dr. Ather8tofl&s theory of a diamofld deposit, and he

guggested that the Home Governmcnt should make a system-

atic exalnlnatiofl, the Colonial Governineflt hcing too' poor.

The suggestion, however,' was not taken Up, for while the

suggestion was 'being miade the announcemi nt of a remarkable

discovery caused a treniendous rush to the field, thus avoiding

the necesoity of a goverllifent investigati(fl. This was in 1869,

when a ýGriqua shepherd boy picked up a beautiful stone

weighing 83J carats, near the Orange River. Schalk Van

Niekerk paid what appesred to the poor boy the monstrous,

price of 500 sheep, ten oxen and one horse for the atone. Van

Niekerk sold it to Lillieflfield Bros. of Hopetown for $56,000.00,

who again sold it to Earl Dudley for, it is stated, $125,000.00.

The stone hecame known as the "lStar of South Mfrica." The

field soon hecamne more defined by the finding of many smaller

atones in the vicinity of the Vaal.wasonhyaptYo
The first systematic prosetllg.w oeb ap Yo

Natal prospectors at the Mission Station of Hebron. Not

having any success there, they moved twentfr miles down the

river to Pniel. Here for days they were doomed to disappoint-

ment and werc on the point of giving up when they were

rewarded by the app(aralce of a small diamond. Later somne

natives were induced to point out a kopje where they had

f ound some diamoflds; here the party fourni a deposit of extra-

ordinary ,richness, and in three moiithB ,%,ere rewarded with

half a tumblerful of stones, two or three hundred in number,

f rom tiny geins to diamnonda of 30 carats or more. The news

leaked out and a motley throng of fortune hunters poured in.

Every nationality of Europe was represented, mixed 'with the

descendants of G uinea. coast slaves, and natives of wvery dusky

shade. One wfriter described the scene at Pnielas the fi histlhng,

shouting,yellingsnotjing,neighing,braying,squeaking, 
gririding,

aplashing Babel." Klipdrif t (or Pniel) wus as a swarm. of bees

whose hive had been upset. The disxnond fields were centered

at Pniel until 1870, when an overseer on a f armi called Jagers-

fontein in the Orange Free State, f ound' a 50 carat atone in

the grave1 around the bed, of a spruit (smai1 stream). Farmers

fiocked in and paid the wîdow of the late owner $10.00 per

month to work patches 20 feet square. The Boers smoked whiie

the Kaffir servante deived Blink Klippe. In September, 1870,

ahnost simultafleous with the Jagerefontein find, a more

remarkabie discovery was made at Du Toits an, on the f am

Dorstfontein, owned by Du Toit. Du Toit sol>d out hie f arm to

Adriaan Van Wyk, who first, chargedi 52.00 per month for


