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Henry, his second son. He was a truly apostolic young man, full
of zeal and love for the church, and for the glory of God. Find.
ing his end a(ypmachmg. he desired to be brougiit from Rothau,
where he had boen visiting his brother the physician, to his fa.
ther's house, and twelve of Oberlin’s parishioners instantly otfered
to carry him in a littcr to Waldbach ; but as he could net bearex-
posure to the sir, and was thercfore obhiged to be brought in a
covered carriage ; thesc kind-hcarted men walked before, remov.
ing, for the distance of ten miles, every stone which might add to
the motion of the carriage. * 'The death of this fine spinited youth,
was it is supposed occasioned by a cold, taken, (while on s jour.
ney through the South of France, for the purpose of furthering
the cffort of the Bible Socicty,) in humanely ¢xcrting himsclf, to
top the progress of a fire, which had broken ont in one of the
towns through which he passcd. His illness was acute and linger-
"% and in the anguish of bodily distress, he often exclaimed ;
% Oh how hard, how very hard it is to die ™ A few minutes be.
fore his ccparture, he laid his trembhing death-cold hand, in that
of his aged father, and endeavoured to pross it, after which, repeat.
ing scveral times the words ; * from death to life; from death to
lfe;” he softly slept in Jesus.

The astonishment of the whole of the department, was awak-
eaed upon seeing the progress which these very ignorant and de.
gnded people mado under the management of Oberlin.  Every
year had increased their happiness, and added to their informa-
ton, and the valley had at length arrived at a high state of civil- ]
wtion and prosperity. In such great esteem was Oberlin held
foc his labours in this respeet, thatywherever he was “nown, in
Franco, Germany, Switzerland and even in Russia, his name was
mver mentioned but with the highest encomniums. In the year
1818, the golden prize medal, from the Central Royal Agricultu.
nlSnciety in Paris, was adjudged to him for his fifty years of un.
wralleled activity and usefulness. M. Frangois de Neufchatean,
e account which he laid before the Society at this time, says.
B —There is in France, uncultivated lnnd sufficient for 5000 vii.
hpes, and if we propose colonizing this inland waste, Steinthal
wilafford us the most admirable model. Nay, 1t may with truth
be sud, that of our 30,000 to 40,000 parishes, none even of the
most flourishing, posscss the diversity of improvements in domestic
economy, which are to be found in Steinthal, or by which the
‘ of Oberlin, commenced in 1770, could not be studicd with
jprodt.”

Some years also before his death, he reccived the decoration of
e royal order of the legion of honour.

Thus the valley of Stemnthal, in the sixty years of Oberlin's
uperintendence, from being inhabited by about six hundred of the
a0et ignorant and wretched beings hiving in hovels, better calcu-
ated for the swine they fed, than for the ahode of man, was
ransformed into a blooming garden, and the residence of scveral
housands of civilized, intelligent prople, whose manners and ap.
pearance gave the assurance of their domestic comfort, as well as
outward prosperity ; and during the last forty years of Oberlin’s
pife, there werc niany who visited Steinthal, as an object of nter. |
{5t ; not only the passing travcller through Alsace; buttho sho, |
jearing of the success which had attended his exertions, sought |
o become eye witnesses of the truth.

_He was well known in Strasburg, where till the last years of hisi
plgnimage, he used frequently to resortgfor the purpose of procur. |

g medicine for the sick, or other necessarics, It was his custom ;
 leave home on these occasions late in the evening, that he!

might not be longer away than he could possbly aveid; he!

emsclves in the welfare of his people; towards evening he again
mounted his horse, and at break of day he was to be seen, taking |
s usual mountain walk, carrying ‘medicine or some trifing
omnforts, which he had purchased in Strasburg, to his sick and:
Hicted parishioners, ’
We must now proceed to give a short sketeh of the st days!
'nd hours of this Patriarch. Although his bodily strength had :

The good old man, who for so many yeare, had not only been
prepared for death, but longing for its appearance, when he at
last received the summous, prepared with cheerfal alacrity to
obey the heavenly call. On Sundav the 28th of Mav, 1826, he
was seized with shivering and insens.bility, which continued il
late in the mght.  On the following day he spoke affectionately
with his children, but in broken sentences, and with extreme
weakness. He no longer took any nourishment, and his only re.
freshment was a few drops of cold water, and occasionally having
his lips moistened with a wet napkin. On Tuesday, he was
heard often to repcat, though without any tonc of impatience ;
* Lord Jesus, receive mc to thy rest, yet thy will be done ™ In
the cvening, being visited by Mr. Danicl Legrand, he held out his
hand, embraced him, and said, in a distinct voice, ** God bless
you, and all your faimly ; may he keep you both by night and by
day.” The night was passed in panful convulsions, whic
weakened him considcrably ; but he lay the following day calm,
and with a peaceful expression of countenance ; and when visited
by his old friend, and the partaker of all his joys and sorrows, the
elder M:. Legrand, he rased himself in bed, stretched out his
arms towards him, kissed him, and then raised his clasped hands
as if in prayer; but fell again inmediately into a state of insensi.
bility. The last night was more distressing to his attendants,
than to himsclf. He appeared without sense of puin during the
paroxyems, which attacked him at different intervals ; and when
his perception again returned, he seized the hands of his children
and fricnds, pressing them to his heart ; and it was evident that
the same principle which had governed his life, was triumphant
cven in death, and would <onstitute his eternal bliss—Love,
immortal love! Early on Thursday moming, he suddenly threw
off his cap, clasped his hands, and raised his cycs to heaven ; no
voice now issucd from that mouth, whose chief delight had been
to praisc the Lord, but the exulting eyes, spoke volumes of
blessedness and heavenly peace. The same expression, thongh
sull more hallowed, glowed on his countenance, which was ever
remarkable when he besought the parting biessing on his congre.
gation, His cycs then closed to open no more on earth. At
nine o'clock tgxo last struggle commenced, and shortly after
eleven, that spurit which had so often soared on the wings of
faith to God, forsook its perishable tencment; and faith was lost

1 in sight.

The father and universal friend, who for sixty yearshad laboar.,
ed for this desolate valley, whose life had bcen spent in love to
God, and good.will to man, was now no more; and deeply did the
inhabitants lament the termination of that intercourse, which had
been their greatest earthly blessing.

On Monday, 5th of June, the remains of this revered servant of
God were committed to the tomb.  The whole valley was now in
motion : an immense concourse of people, of every age and of
cvery persuasion, both from the neighbourhood, and from a
distance, assembled to honour his interment.  From every house
and every cottage, the inhabitants poured forth to takc a last
lcave of their * chér Papa.” Their tcarful eyes, their dejected
countenancoes, their words of grief, and yut of hope, proved with
incontestble truth, that the transformation he had wrought on the
characters of the people, was morc valuable and lasting than those
on hill or dalc, on rock or fell.

As the proccssion moved along, the bells tolled in melancholy
hannony from all the churches in the valley. The inhabitants of
the eight hamlets belonging to the parish, fallowed in a close line,
and tne children of the different schools, with their teachers,

vached the city early in the morning, transacted his business, joincd in the procession; and among the mourning train, there
visited his fricnds, and those benevolent individuals who interested ' Were many who ncither belonged to Oberlin’s pansh, nor to the

same conicssion of faith.

A company of young females sang in chorus, ¢ Jesus my con-
fidence,” or * the Christian’s hope in dcath.” The mayor and
churchwardens raised the coffin, and the oldest mun in the parish
went before, carrying the cross which was to be placed at the
head of the grave.

The procession passcd through the Waldbach church on its

fiminished, yet his commanding figure did not bend with age ;! way to Foudai, where the small chamber of rest had been pre.

e lustre of his eyc was however quenched, and his still animated . pared for the body. The bearcrs stopped for a short time under
ountenance had assumed a milder expression. He seldom went; that pulpit from whence his voice had so often proclaimed the
ut, but devoted his ime, more than he bad hitherto been able o' blessed truths of cverlasting life.  Foudai hes sbove two wmiles
» W meditation and study. | from Waldbach, vet the first of the mournful train had arrived




