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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVGCATE.

miructive batit,  He did not Like to tnnk =0 limself, and ot mor.
tfied lum for vthers to think a0, * Howaevor,' snid he to him. ¢if,
10 19 no burinoss of thaier, I shall, thorefore, do os I please.”

Muses was occupysng his urual quartess un ths rail fenco next
morning whon he again percaived the Squice approaching.  Huw
firat impulse wae to avind hun by guing across the Jut to the
woods, Hus better nature, however, auggosted the meanscss of
such a course, and ho resolved to stund his ground.

“ Friend Blauvel,” sad the Squaire, 1 come to get you to
sign tho pledge—licro 1t 1s; and I want you to make a spocch at
our meeting next Monday.” R

“Ha! hal ha! Well Squire, you're a team, that's a fact
Sign pledges, make spcechen, hob! hoh! hwh! AN nght—1
tather think I'll do t—over the left.  Sarry T cnn't oblige you

“ 1 thought,” said the Squire, * 1 would make you a jropo.
miton, and you ean do asyou chovse in reference to it You
wero telling moe yeaterduy that yuu found it tight work to pay the
landlurd end storckeeper.  Now I will tell you what 1 will do, |
will nake a barga.n with you that of you wil! not diink any fiquar
fur threo muonthe, T will be responsiblc for your expenses. ~ At the
ond of that time, f you have not gt twenty-five dollars over and
nbove, coma to me and I will make it ngdy"

“ Weli, Squire,” rephicd Moses, ** 1 must ssy vouare very kind ;
but really I don't like this idea of tying myscli up”

T'a shorter gur stury © after & long confercnce, the propusition
of the Squire was accedud (0, “just by way of jike,” a3 Moses
shserved.  And now about the piedge.

* Qur bargain in only for turce months, Squire, and than { ean
bach vut hunur bright, i T hke.  You will have to alter the pledge
accordingly; so we will step in and got a pen and ink.”

[luldah met her husband with a pleasunt sanle, and wiped a
chair for the Squire,

* Wife,” sadd Mores, 1 am going to sign the temperance
pledgo—whut do you think ™

‘Tears gushed ity the wile's oycs, and luwking first at ung and
then st the aihier, she dropped upon her knees, exclaming,
*‘Thank Gud, we will be happy yet. Muy the Lord give you
grace o Keep your resolution,*”

¢ Oh it's only for three months. You sce the Squire hero rather
bantcrod me, and T thought T would take him up Just for the fun
of it ' und he stated the proposal whieh Squize Smith had made.

Butto passon  Tho pledge for thres wunths was signed and
futhfully ndhered to,  ‘Tho task was n most severe onc, snd
apnions were div.ded among the neighbors about the probatility
of the new convert bholding o, Bareroom excitement and speeu.
Iatim were nife. The fact of M- s s Blauselt signing the pledge
wae the all cngrossing tup'c of tha country for many miles round.

KEeery doy the Squire enlled to speak & kind wurd of encou.
tagenent to hus protoge ; and afier the first unpleasant and same.
what pamnful sensntions incident upin the now condition into
which he had entered, vur friend exiubited an unwonted cheerful
nese, and deelared that his zpints were moro baoyant, lus appetite
{pr better, tus rest swodter, and 1nat he had in fact just begun to
ive,

Maondny came round, and the Squire called as usual.  He
thunght and snid that a few days of rational hving had wronght
u wonderful change, not only in the man hunsclf but ¢n all nround
. —He had fortuerly notieed that the fences and barn were =
goud deal ont of repuir; now they were presentirg a comfortable
appesmnes  "Thie corn, potatees, and tho cropa gencrally scemcd
to be cotmng on well.  So anuch thought he fur lotting strong
drink alone,

* Ah, Moses,” temsthed the Squire playfully, that speech ; we
shall want it to mght.  You will have to tulk a hule.™

« Now, Squiro, that’s putting it on rather thick. 1 never made
a speach of ten aunutesin gy Wife.  Besides T am only a three
tnonths recruit, you know, g0 it can’t smaunt to much.

** Never mind 1eplicd the Squire, ** sumething you must say f
1t is only in‘gunticc to yoursell, gomo of yuur friends will no doubt
bo there, and they wi'l feel u cunosity 10 know whit has induced
you lo take this step.*

* Well, I suppose T con tell them about the bargain—nad 1
oan say, hkewse, that so far, 1 feel uil the better for 1.

 That will be enilicient. T have no four but what your guod
seuso will direct you anght."—

That was a great mght—ono thot has never yet been forgot
fen. Anucipsung u very lerge atiendanco, the Litle meetng
tiouse, capable of seating thrao hundred, was procuied in the

flace of the Academy, and crowded it was to overflowing, 'The
Squire presidod, nnd after same pertinent remarks, prayer wae
offered by tho pastor.  Then camo a song by soveral young
fadiea from a ucighboring town, whoso services had been oblained.
Never did the sweet air of ¢ Sparkling and Bright,” fall more
ravishingly upon the cars of a spell bound audionce. ANl way
nuvel, wonderful, delightful.  In the ultng sat M¢  Blauvelt, for
such we now eall i, in his nght mind, al'hough something
dashed, from the consciousncss of buomg the observed of ail ob-
aervers, A short address from a siranger followed 5 and then
Squirc Smith stated that neighbor Bluutelt would say & fow words
to the mceting.

fle arose enhuly and looling arouad for 8 moment remarkaed,
*Tuma new mn, Dacived king Aleohol faithfully fur twenty
add yenrs, aud now 1 hase got wnly a theoe months furloagh, but
{ mean o take this chance to desert the army.”  HHe then went
on to relate tie Loppy «fieets wlieh had ecselted from his adop.
ton of the princpics of ontiro abatinence.  Those who listened
to that wanm, unstudicd, out gushing of the fall sl in & cause
which Heaven asd bumanity combine to invest with lofiicst,
holiest nterent, stil lae 1o remember the breathless attontion—
the deep and thrilling scuaatiun with wlich that wonderiag ay-
ditory hung upon hv's words.  Thuse woras were ke tho gentle
whispers of angelic voices cuming over the dark and troubled
waves of moital orror and destructa e viee, and speaking not
ouly purdun fur the past, but shoddisg the Light of hope, screne
and confiding, over the dun vistn of untrodden Jife.  Yes; the
muan spokc vut the re—it was not buoks, net phdogphy ~but man,
n the nob eness of s regencration ; and presenting by the sido
of tircoretical truth a practicad diustration of the digmty and
happiness to which it is the provinee of mon in the might of firm,
ungwerving resolution to attan,

‘That mght was au esain the histary of a people who, though
sumplo and untaught, eould appreciate and cherish the admoni.
tous of plun and practical cxperieneo. Very few hoft the sacred
enclosure wihout recording thoir vows of allegiunee to the em
perance pledge,  So deaided, at the day ie the change, not s
much i populaton as i character, that a visttor, after a fapso of
a lew years, wonld rcarcely recagnizo in that quiet and orderly
haaniel, the vary epol whure the damon of intemperance formerly
held unmolested sway.

W e gt alinost ws well ount any farther allosion to the bare
gam berween the Squire and Moses Blauvelt; but will simply
state that, at ine expiration of s furlough, he en'isted for hfe,
nor had e any oceasion to call upun the Squire tor the (u'fi'ment
of bis pmt of the eontract.  An altered hfo brought with 1t ale
tered circumstances and prospeats, and plenty abounded whee
want ssemed to huve taken up her dwelling place.  P.'TL AN

The Teetotal Pledge not Unscriptural nor in Vain
(To the Elditor of the Netimal Temperauce Chronicle.)

Sit,—The suthor of » volume of scrmans lately publishod,?
after showing must conclusively that the hife blood of gospel mo.
rality 18 the love of God shed abroad 10 the heart, that *‘a hol
Lfe 1s the spontarcons frint of union with Chnst,” s without ¢f
fort aud without pride,” wiites thys,—** In old times, Ordors of
one kind pr anather, 1 our own days Assaciations, with vows
ot pledges, have attempted to bind themsclves by n great cffort to
exiniat some one grico, which 1s in fact a very ordinary fruit of
membership with Chnist. Alisuch works when ifted by the eyo of
God, wili be found, I think, to be altegether of the carth, und
have ther reward on earth.  They ere not the natural fruits
of the true vine. They ure mutations only, hung on the

branches, 1n the v hope that they mny grow and flourith
there.”—p. 143. Such 15 the view thut this good and able man,
for such I knuw luns to be, takes of the Vevtotal pledge, and
vet how rash and unfounded is his condemnation! He does
not indecd say, and no man can jusily soy, that wo deny or set
aside the great principle of gnspel morality, for we know and
acutely feil that withouot the sap of the true vine wo can neither
have leaves nor frurt that can aido the withering influence of this
world's georn, nor the decentful lust of sell-gratification.  Nao, his

* Sermons by tho Rev. S. A. Pears, B. D, cno of tho Assatant
Masters of Harow School. 1851,




