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cial disasters -%vlicll spread such ivide hiavoc in America, and wyhich is happily stili
procceding, lias beeiî the iiost important and encouraging of thein ail. Thiere lias
bccn iess excitenient about it ; it lias been more extensive ; and iL has appareutly
produced more conversions than were the resuit of any previous revival. Ail
aiccounits show tlîat there lias been vouchsafed to the clîurches in Ainerica a mani-
festation of divine grace, for which we should grive God thianlçs. We should also
earnestiy pray that it nîay be continued and extendcd ; for there scems to us to be
littie in the scriptural delineations of the work of God to warrant the idea of periods
of prosperity and decliiie, of active operations and indolent pauses, of labour and
rest. This inay happen with men whose powers are rcstricted, and soon exbausted;
but it can have no place with God, wlio faints not, neithier is weary. IlMy Father,"
said Christ, Ilworketh bitiierto, and 1 work." Divine agency is incessant,
unwcaried, and inexhaustîble. It is truc, indeed, that Lucre have been in the
church, times of revival and decline-tliat there have been alternations of day and
nk,,lît ia the spiritual as in the natural, world ; but this lias been owing to the
inactivity and the unbelict of tle people of God. Jnst as the Christian sins, slides
back from. God and duty, and is again revived, established in the faith, and coin-
f*orted, se it is with churches ; but, at tlîe saine Lune, there can be little doubt,
that the law of duty requires that the cliurch, as wvell as the Christian, make
contiiiued progress, and that iLs path should be like that of the sun, shining more
and more unto Lue perfect day.

Now, of these two modes of increase ive wvould rather have that which is sulent,
steady, and progressive. There may be something in the social habits and consti-
tutional. tendencies of the people of Ainerica 'which God is pleased gracio-asly te,
overrule for the advancement of bis own cause, and whi cli he renders subordinate
to the extension and the building up of the churcli. But we consider that state
more healthfül and more scriptural, where tue increase is continuous-where the
instructions of the family, the Sabbath, and day sehools, and the ministers* Bible
classes, blessed by God, lead the young- early to give their hearts te Christ, and
to associate theinselves with bis people ; and where Lhe faitl.ful preaching of the
Gospel, attended by the energy of the Spirit, brings to Christ any unconverted
aduits that inay have been destitute of early religious tuition, or have withstood
itS influence, and carrnes on to uiaturity tlie work of grace in the hecarts of all who
believe. The cliarch is compared to a field ; and we know*that iL is continued,
systematie, and wisely experîded labour that renders any field productive. Tue
elhurch is likeued to a, river ; and that river ad.vances Nvith a steady flow, deepening
and widening as it goes. Stili, as it is the tendency of all means to lose their
influience-as faniiliarity destroys effeet, se it is ever the dulty of the clîurci to cry
te God for reviving grace, and to avail itself of ail occasions that are fitted to
excite attention, and to induce men to give greater hecd to the things which
concera tIe salvation of their souls. This is one of the special ends which per-
sonal, or doincstic affliction serves ; it gives greater freslincss and power te tIe
meins of grace. And it is well also for the church, -wie n events occur wvhich tend
to couinteract the deadcning influence of habit, whicî prompt a greater interest in
divine things, and which lead to more ahounding personal, fâmily, and social
prayer.

2. T'he .special izeed that there is at1 the present time for an enlargeci measure of the
gracious influence of the Spiit.-Thie Lord, %vho lias blessed the churches, of Americ,
is willing also to blcss us. We sliould seek this. The Lord is -waitinrg te be
gracions ; and we too shaîl obtain increased biessing, if we asic it in a rigît mnan-
ner. We do riot ivish to sec any additional mneans established ; but we fervently
desire to sec cxisting means vivified and made more fruitfutl ; and on this accotint
we are giad to know that thre tidings froin America have led to increased prayer iii
mnany places. We grcatiy need a higler degree of spirituality, and we should
ardently endeavour to realise it. No one cari slint his eyes to the consideration,
that Lhe religious stite of Scotland is full of peril. Thiere neyer ivas a time in any
country wlien the mecans of grace were se abundant. The gospel of Christ is
everywvbcre prcached ; education abounids ; copies of tIe Hoiy Scriptures are
chcap, and excellent religionis books may be lad at very little cost. The agencies
that arc seeking thc spiritual wehthre of ail classes of the community are numcrous


