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tradition to eaui the hiero of Sw'itzcr-
land out of the mists and uncertain-
ties of the wrorld of legcends into the
%vtor1ld of actual hieroisii ; while
"Wallo-iistein" is rea(l bv strious stu-
(lents everywhlerec as oiie of 1ic -:ias-
tcrpieces of dranmatic comlpositioni. No
onie places Schiller iii the front rank
of poets. 1-e beliogS. not withi
H-omer, S'tiaktspeare, Dante, and
Goethe, but Nvith Eschylus, Corneille,
Miltoni, and \ictor H-ugo, poets of the
second rank.

The later vears of Sclîiller's life
werc passeci iii or liear Weimîar, en-
jovingp with the maturer Goethe a
frank and cordial communion of heart
andl soul sncb as the amnaIs of litera-
ture nowliere else record. It is true
tha-,t Schiller's niothier died on the
vers' dav on wvhichi lie nioved into the
ilo(est bouse at Weimar, now re-

g1)arded withi sticb reverence by the
gTood people of that hallowed town,
an(l that shattered health . like a
grini spectre, doggfed his path there-
after: but stcp by step lie contended
bis ground with cleath.

From his oesthetic studies Goethe
wvon Schiller back to poetry and the
drania, and repeatedly inispired ii
to greater production and nobler at-
tainmient; and Schiller in turn gave
to Goethe ail the rejuvenating force
of bis ardent soul. Togyether, as
friendly rivais at Kari Augcust's hum-
ble but brillianit court, they wvorkzec in
noblest 'emnulation, Goethe writing his
"W1ilhelim Meister," "Hernmaiii und
Dorothea," and parts of the " Faust,"
and Schiller composing " Das Lied von
der Glce" <'Tallensteini," "Die
Jungyfrail von Orleanis," " Die Braut
von M\,essinia," and " Willbelni Tell,'-
And hiere in Weimar, on May 9 tb,
i8o5, after gloriously requiting the
prince wbo had wvelcomed and bel ped
him. Schiller passed awvay, at the age
of fortv-six, noune tbe Iess beloved by
bis fellowýv-citizelis than evervwhere

lbailed as tlic star of bis strugygling
nation.

Schiller's early denlise wvas (lue not
oiilv to a naturallv weak constitution,
but to indiscretion, poverty, and over-
workz. Even while the guest of
Kü~rner in Dresden lie devoted the
l)etter part of bis nights to study. 'rb'Iis
sapping habit, contiinued iii heaIlh and
in sickiiess, grew upon imii until, at
Jena and Weimar, Schiller grave the
day to readîng, to wvalkino- in the
parks, w'bilc lie studied or coniposed
iii the quiet of tie nigbt. Sublimie
thouglht then exlîilarated hîii i; and
wliat checateci Nature further dcniand-
ed lie tried to supply tbrougbi strong
coif ce, vi ne-chiocolate, olci Rhen isli,
the aromia of rotten apples hoarded
in a hiaif-open drawcr, or cool water
kept benecatlî his (lcsk in a tub), into
w'bichi lie thrust bis feet for hours!

MW'len at last Schiller enjoyed the
home circle so dear to, every German
beart, there wvas no bappier husband
i Weimar; lie proclaimed the sanc-
tity of the home, and tradition
says tlîat in leisure moments lie
gave i nîscif Up to bis several chil-
dren like a rollicldng schiool-boy,, ly-
ing, on bis back on the floor while
thev rfinibed upon him, or rolling, over
ail over wvith tbemi incler the -ta:ble
and chairs.

In a charmning article in Acta Vic-
toriana, our own Frofessor G. H.
Needler, B.A., Phi.D., speaks thus of
Sclîiller's associations with Weinar:

When Schiller first entered Weimîar
o1n JulY 21st, 1787, and put up at the
stili flourisingic Erbprinz, it wvas a
town of some- six thousand people.
Herder spoke of it as " dreary Weimîar,
a miserable cross between village and
court residenice." It is situated niear
the souithern ecige of the undulat-
ing country that formis the graduaI
transition fromn the great niorthern
Prussian and Saxon plain to the pi'-
tuaresque hill-country of Thuringia.
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