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writos to tho Phonographic Magazine :—*1
am roporting for tho Soutk Carolinianin the

Lagislature, I shi sot yst 18, and havo
stadied Phonctic Shorthand not more than
syoar.” Mr. Jacoba beats the writer of this,
but ot much, Having sccurod an ongage-
ment 33 Reporter for the Rochester Duly
Tridunc o fow weoks after completing our
18th yaer, vuz first report—of a specch be-
fore tho Aﬁxenonm’, on the evening of the
2ith, by Dr, Bolger——was published in the
Tyibune gn the worning of the 25th Novem-
ber.18565. W naturally fult as it we wore

tting up in the world when the Tribune of
ﬁib'moming made its appearance, leaving
the first fruits of our any mouths’ study of
the beautiful thought-catching art.  Ten
dollars s wock was s consideration, te0.  Thet
was about two aud a half'years, agnbar as we
can remember,from when wo first saw or hieard
anything of the art bus three months, of six
hourd & day would, wo think, embrace cvery
hour spent in its study, to. say nothivg of
haying been obliged, from ill healih, to lay it
aside for 3 wholo six months in 1854 5 and
thus forgetting somo of it.  When wo first
oommenced to roport, as abovo mentioned,
wo wero ablo fo write the “ Speech of Ed-
ward Everett” in the Reporter's Companion
—after sommitting the first 180 words of it
to memory and writing it over something
like fifty. times—only at tho rate of about
100 words per minute.  After gotting ne-
toally at work, however, wo impruved rapidly,
until, to fullow an ordinary ekaur, wued for
word, bocame but a light taxk, Itmihtbe

well hero to add-~for the encuuraguineat of

some who thiok it almost impossible to ae.
quire a full knowledge of the art without a
tcacher—that we nover had a moment’s oral
instruction from anybody. Wo might have
had it for the asking, a great portivn of the
time, when living but a fow minate’s walk
from tho offces of Messts., A. J. Graham,
Heney 8. Clobb, 8. P. Andrews, Augustus
Boyle, E. Webster, and other great teachiers
in Nowr York City, but we did not require it,

age is at present imise

dering ideas visible. We may supposc that|spelling by which langn
with tho power to relato came the desire to[Tepresenteds

retain, and from the pleasure of conversing
with a present friend aroso the desire of com-
mupicating with an absentone. Henee we

The present system of writing, however,
lis anncceesarily lengthy. No reagson can be
given why the sounds of language should

findip tho earlicst ages, that images and pic- not be represented by the siniplest sigus in- |
tures of various objects were cruployed di-lateud of by the somowhat complicated forms
rectly ot inditectly in rupresenting facts and at presunt used, many of which require four,
thoughts, such bnages bulng painted or five andsix inflectives of the pon tupteduce
carved on wood, slonc, or other substances. them. So great is the disparity existing be-
But a8 mon's. ideas cxpanded, it was found tween tho two usaal modes of conveying
that this method of representing was too thought, namely, by spoken sounds and by
lengthy. Thoy thereforo abbreviated these written signs, that frum sevei tv ten Lours
istures, and instead of the whols of the [uccurdiug to the spevd with whick we wiitc]
mb, the lion or the fos, thcy painted orjare occupicd by cummunicating in writing
carved purts, or merely shutcled the cutlines, what cougd be uti.red in cne.  We cenvey
and in tho cvurse of timec many of these ourideas to o fricnd in ccnversation with
res were so much abbreviated a8 to Joso,fluency and case, fur, when spohen sounds
all resemblanes to the objects they were in-laro cmployed, thoughts are ccumunicated
tended to represent. The characters em-lwith great rapidity; but when we sttemptto
ployed by the Chincse at presont afford an ) talk on paper,” the process is tedivus and
illustration of this process. From a mixfurcewearisome. ence cxists the need for a gys-
of alphabetic and cmblematic signs arosethe tem of expressing spoken sounds, whercly
hieroglyphie or emblematic style of writing, the writer should be ¢nabled to inipress
of the Bgyptians as well as vther apcient thuughts un paput alwost as rupidly as they
nations. can be expressed by ordinary sounds. So
*Tho pictoridl method of writing, wherein generally has this need been felt, that ever
persons and things were represented by their jsince the days of Timothy Bright, who, in
pictorial resemblances, has been confined,the reign of Queen Elizabeth, publisked the
chiefly to half-civilized races. By this mo-,ﬁrst system of abbreviated writing, by which
thod, a horss was painted for a horse; a lion | with a feic characters, short end casic, a
was skotahed to represcnt a lion; and a trecjsicifye hand may trife orations, vilered as

for a tree. This modo widely differs from [becometh the graviticof suck

|
|

a?funs,"—e\'cr
the hieroglyphio ur crublematio style of writ-sinco this first and most interesting uttempt,
ing, wherein idcas and things aro repre-system after system has been ushered into
sented by their corrcspondence.  The pic-jexistence, till it may be questivaed if ihere
torial method. was in usc in_America at the,arc not ten times as many stenvgraphic surks
timo of its discovery, the King of Mexicolying on the shelves of the librarics of this
had paintings brought to him represeating,land, as there are pracucal every-day writers
tho vessels, horses, arms, and mode of war-;of the respective systems.  Every system of
fore of the Spaniards. Some of theso iu-jehorthand ur steuography hitherto mventd
toresting pictures aro still_preserved in the has Leen based apon vur present incuneistent
royal p:ﬁ:we of Madrid. But theso primi-jmethod of epclliug. Such systems, there-
tivo nrethods of representing and cummuni-fore, nccessarily possessall the dufects of vur
cating thoughts and facts, alﬁmugb sufficient present orthograplyy, greatly inereased by the
perbaps for these antivns who had little use cunstant umission of the vonel evunds. 1heeo
for such an art, did not_satisfy mankind systems profess to represent a language con-

overything noccusary beirg laid duwn in the when their idess became still more expanded , jtaining thirty-four primary sounds with cLbout
bovks, Most, if not all of the difficultics {and when tho necessity for a bricfur mode twenty marks or letters ! As searly onchalf,
rionced by some in learning the artfrum of repruscating thought was fult, the glorious therefore, of the soundsef vur language aro
the bouke, arises from their having forgot- jinvention of x:ﬁo Alphabet was cﬂ'cctcs. This junrepresented, vast nuwbers of nords can-
ten a prinviple inculeated in sume paragraphymode of writing cousists in_the cmpluyment,not be curreetly written, and & dedutine is
carclessly read and soun forgutten, a fow days ot signs to represont the clementary suunds every mere system of shurthand, tht wkolo
rotivasly.  Young aspiraut. when you gut)and articulations of spoken language in which (classes of words, of differcnt svand and dif-
“stuck,” just act on tho hint hero thruwn out, ;the ideas of the mind are clothed, and notferent meaning, are indicated by the samo
and ?'ou may have cause o thaak us for it,the ideas themselves. marks! Hence arises the great difficulty of
for the remainder of your life. The alphabetic mbde of writing, which, jdeciphering words and s:utences when thus
— with slight alteration, has been used by alf’cxprescd; for the context, thememory, and
Tho Art of Writing. ytha nations of Europe for many ccnturiesthe judgment, must be called in to assist
. (past, has at length attained a great dcélrecof jthe oye. Thisis the grand reusun which
From the cardiest times, all einlized racesjbuauty.  Tho forms of the written charac- has prevented shorthand from Lecoming more
havo hoen ablo to communicato ideas to one{te™ ©f our alphabet arc exocedingly elegant, jgoneral, it ll)‘cing impussible that any system
Another, not culy by of spoken sounde and, cons: wnng their length, may be veryjineapable of answening the varicd {»ml.uw:s
othet, y by mnogas of spr .  jrapidiy. made.  But most words are render-jfor which writing is required, should super-
but they haw also made use of curlaiu i od much ionger than aro absolutely neccssary, sede the common longhand as a general means
thods of * painting thought,” and of ren-{in consequenco of the absurd method of [for communication,
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