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corne to bo realiv.ed that ail our compatriots
hiave dlaims upon us, and thiat ive should no
more withhiold a lielping band fromn the
Frencli than from the Enuglishi, Scotch, or
lIrish.

The increased liberaiity of the Church
in ten years indicates what wev may expeet
in thé next ton. But progress in this age
usualiy becomes more rapid as the years ad-
vance. The stride next decade wvilI bo longer
and swifter than last. Hlundreds -%vi11 ho-
corne thousands ; thousands wviil mount to
hundreds of thousands and te millions, lIt
will bring ricli blessing upon our Churcli if
every one of lier mombers can lie brouglit
te consecrate something worthy of the
object te the diffusion of the Gospel at
home and abroad. Wliere -we have hitherto
failed is not perhaps in tlie amount of indi-
vidual gifts, but i the number of contri-
'butors. Very many thousands belongingto
aur congregations have yet to learn the
-very rudiments of liberality. lit is this
that weakens oui Clinicl iii lier noblest
enterprises ; it is this that leadts te deficits
in the treasury and crippling efforts at un-
tim ely and ungenerous retrenchinent. Can
we net i the coming years diffuse the
biessed privilege and grace of giving se
that ail may participate in it? îBvery weor-
shipper must lie reached, se that this act of
wership may net be neglected any more
than praise or prayer, or liearing the Gospel.
The wvide'w's mite is vory precieus ; the
Churcli will -welcome it as tlie MASTER W(31-
comed it long ago ; but the tons and hun-
à-f~eds and thousands of dollars are aise wel-
come, and are expected from, those wliho
bappily are net wîdlows, and are net 'poor.
lIt is te, tlie number of contributors, net te
the amounts contributed, that we wisli te
direct special attention, lit is in the line of
geatly increasing the number af contri-
butors that -,e hope tho Churcli will new
move witli earnestness; and affect. The
ILord lias need of the theusand dollars .from,
the ricli man ; but lie lias ne less need of
the ene dollar ecd fromn anc tiiousand poor
mon, lit is Most profitable te the -pioty,
stabulity and -prosperity of tlie Churoli that
tic base of aur contributions siould be
-widened thireo fold. Thoso wlio may be
univilling te give for Home Missions may
givo for Foreign Msin. Those wlioô
have, ne inttrest ini tic colleges May be ivil-
]ing te, heip the heathon. If a man once

learus te give fer any worthy ebjeet lie will
soon learu te give for ail.

lit is ne more %VIS() or just for mlembers anci
adhéerents of tlie Churcli te be ignored and
neglIected in the matter of giving than i.
tie observyance of any ether erdinance of
religion. You must nô more do their paying
for your neiglibours than yeu would ýtheir
~prayzng. Do net lielp any one te Ilrobi God.7
Tie werk of teaching ail their duty i
this respect and leading thexu te do it, will,
as a matter of course, fall Chiefiy upon aur
ministers. But they have seen sucli strik-
ing progress i Vie past that they may woll
bo encouraged te try Vhs much-needed re-
form. _________

JomnZ WicLiFFE.

MUR sketches have been illustrative of Vlir
spread of Christiaqnity in different coun-

tries;- butin the lapse of tine, the fine goid lie-
came dimo. Wlon, IRomé attained the highest
point of lier suprexnacy, true religion had.
almost disappeared frem, the earti. The
hierarcliy had beceme rici, sensual, and
overbearing. IRite and ceremony liad taken
the place of worship. The Bible was a
sealed book. Prayers wereo ffered te dead.
saints. Homage -%vas paîd te pictures and
images. Auricular confession became cern-
pulsory. The ruonastie systoxu preduitced
swarms of idle friars. Scieiasticisrn took
the place of ortliodexy. Works of super-
eregation, priestly absolution, and transub-
stantiation woe insisted upon as authorita-
Vive dogmas. The inquisition was instituted
for Vie extermination of lieretics.

JoHN WicLippE was born in the Manor-
lieuse af Wicliffe, Yerkshire, in tic year
1324. Eus ancestors liad lived thoro froma
the timo, of the Conquest. Little is known
of is boyliood,excepting tiat, ho was remark-
able for quick perception and a reVentive,
mcmory. At the ago of sixteen lie was.
sent te Oxford, -wlere, tliere wero tlien net
fewer than 30,000 students. One of tlie pro-
fessors of Merton College., -was Bradwar-
dine, tiec Rrst inathematician and astreno-
mer of lis day. Having 'beaun drawn Vo,
tlie 8tdy of tlie IBible, lie. ernbràced the
doctrine of free graco and becamo as famous
a theelogian, as ho -%vas a philosopher. Froxu
huxn young 'Wiciiffe recoived the first garmis
of that faith for 'whicli lie became conFpie-

198


