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Iwsus said to his disciples.  Whom do you eay
that { am !

Simon Petor answered and #aid ¢ Thou art Christ

the San of the living God.

Ahd Jesus answering, said to him: Blessed art
shou Stmon Bar-Jona : becauso flesh and blood hath
not Yavealad 1t to thes, butmy father who 1s in heaven.
Anp [ oAy To THSE THAT TuoU anT PETER  AND
“wpoN THIS Rock | witL wuiLp My Cuunch, aND TUE
42428 OF IRLL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT,

Anp Y enart cive o THED tur Keys or vux Kive-
pox of usaven. And whatsoever thou ahalt bind
upon oarth, it shall be bound alsoin heaven : und what-
seaver thou shalt loose on earth shall be looscd also in

¢ —TentriLiay Prescrip xxit.
, ’Phere is ono Gud, and one Chureh, and one Claix
© i foundud by the voico of tha Lord uron Purea. ‘That
“: any other Ahar bo erected, or a new Pricsthood esta-

S SR AT

;i ‘- Was anything concealed from Peter, who wos
]

atyled the Roox on which the Church was bailt, whe

5 received the Keys of the Kingdom ot Heaven, and the

power ol Joosing and binding in Heaveu and on cartb{"

! blished, besides ghat ono Altar, and ono Priesthogd,
1s impossible. VWhosoever gatherselsewhere, seatte
Whatever is devised by human {renzy, I1n violation of
the Divine Osdinance, is adalioruus, ympious, sacrile-
gious.”’—St. Cyprian Ep. 43 ad plebem. .
* A}l of them remaining silent, for the doctrine

beyond the reach of man, Persh the Prince of ¢
Apostles and tho supreme hersld of the Chureh, 8bt
following his o'~ n inventivns, nor porsuaded by human
reasoning, but enhghtened by the Father, says jo
him: Thou art Christ, and not thisalone, but the Sgn

‘mearen. S. Matthew xvi. 16—19.

of the living God.—St. Cyrll of Jerusal: Cat: xi. T
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Frakoany l—Thumd;\y'—St‘lgna&\ig,ﬁ,&l Doub.
@ o—Trday*Turification 4f the B V
.. Mdoub II ol .-
o 2-"?—:Saturday-—-5t Dionysius P C doub
s _.sup com St Blasius P M.
J- . 4—Sunday—Septuagesima, Sunday
o gemid. k
. 5—=Monday—St Agatha V. M doub.
«  §—Tuesday—Prayer of Our Lord
Jesus Christ great doub sup comm
St Dorothy V M.

7—Wednesday—St Romuald Abbot
' doub.
«  8—Thursday—St Joha of Matha C
doub.
®  HFriday~St Zozimus P C doud
comm St Appolonia V M.
»

186—Saturday—St Scholastica V.
#  11—Sunday—Sexagesima Sunday se-
mjd.

< 12—_Monday—St Telesphoros P M
doub., ]

13—"Tuesday—Comm of the Passion
of Our Lo+d Jesus Christ grt doub.

n I—Wednesday—St Agatha P C

doub sup comm St Valentne.

e

pyp=ay

COMPITUM ;
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The Mecting of the Ways at the Catholic Church

Aost averd.the. long .line. of castern hills
peeps the first faint smile of morn ; and we take
aar way beneath the forest’s sohitude, intendin:
to gusvaey life's varied wandering and the many
ways througn which the m:nd of manis led to
diseera the bright citadel of 1suth, whither as to
a central point 2}l wishes tend, winle sull op-
pesing passions and external wiles arc leading
it astray ; and as a woodman when ;he comces
{into, the thick-giown forest of Ida casts his eyes
og geery side to determins the spot where he will
first begin to labour, though he lhas abendant
supply on all sides, so do 1louvk around through
this immensc and intricate region to fix upon &
point of departure where outr observations may
most advantageously commence., Perhaps we
should be guided in the first 1astance by the na-
tural order of time, and tako tho instance of
childboud’s views as prescutung the first of these
svenves, through whoch the soul s lovingty 1n-
wited to pass with right iateauon 10 o straght
aad happy courss to its glotious and cternal end.
Sweet is the announcemcnt that we enter oa the
so0ad of children. Even in tho satural forest n
can attract, Jike that of Fontainbleau, by its de-
sircd foun‘ain, us rock of ihe two sisters and
the fruendly hill.  Tho spint’s firs. amaze on en-
toripg this probativnary wilderness is 2 theme
removed beyond our imvesuigaticn ; we only
know that it is exprossed in cries.

As we advance, joy and feac are the first im—

Fressions, as if caused by tho sublime silence
and the solitary horror of an umbragcous furest,
end 3}l ¢ that ehequers tho phantasmal scene that
floats befure our eyes in wavering light.’ When
Hagar, after wandering with her child in the
wildcrness of Bersabee, at 1angth, when the wa-
tor was exhagsted, 1aid him undera tree, and
withdrew a short distance not to see him die, and
difted up dier oico and wept, wo rcad that God
Zioard the voice of the boy®. The cries of infan-
¢y avo thus heard by Iim who “understands best
avhat they signify.  © Thoy meoan,” wo may oasi-
3y suppose, what the good St Juliap, Archbie
ahop of Toledo, says so beastifully of himself,
* Bhind 2nd weak, from tho desert Jdumes, 1
asck my cternal country, Jerusalem.  Therefore
atia ch 1 forth my hands to thee suppliant that ]

® Gap xxi.—The Road of Childrea.

may be led in safety, and preserved from the
dangers whieh infest the way.'

‘The starlight smile of children, answerrg thie
sweet Jooks of women, suit well the murmur
here of the unrepining brooks— !

¢ And the green light, which shifting overhead
Some tangled bowors of vines around me
shed.’

Let us follow lhem.ﬁs!ecping in arms ere the
end of each day’s wandoring, wafched over by
bending angels, who kiss their Jittle hands, and
weep perhaps when on their candid brows anxi-
ety would write to-maorrow,

In all ages, men of observing and contempla-
tive mind have been struck with the mysteries
of childhood. ¢ Facile est hanc cesnere in primis
puerorum actatalis,’ says Cicero, * quamquam
enim vereor ne nimius in hoc genere videss ;
tanem omoes veteres philosopln ad ncunahula
accedum®.’ The Persiuns, indeed, so far from
stndytng infants in the cradle, would not even
see their owt. children belore they had atained
their seventh year ; in order, said they, thetthey

.might not gricve if they should luse them earlyf;

but wath the mystertous affinity between child-
hood and whatever was most divine 1n human
thought, the whole ancient world secers  sufhicie
ently impressed. The stern Stoics themselves,
seem on the point of dissolving at the image of
the grace of first youth, which ihey styled the
flower of virtuel, .

Cicero appeals to the testimony of children to
prove the justice of what he has laid down, to
show * Omnis liausta o fonle natere§;’ and
Plato in his }Jaws pursues the same line of argu.
ment. ¢ If children,’ he says, * be taken for the
Judges biere, would they not declare in fasour of
this opinionl—would not the suffrage of the
young be given 80 —— |1’ Fortitude and a
horror of injustice, say Roman authors, can be
learned from Ceato's questions when a child,
seeing the heads of the prosceribed in the hall of
Sylia, and asking Tarpedon his tutor why there
was noone to Xil the tyrant. ¢ What more
admirable ! exclaims the Pagan histonian ; ¢ the
buy did not fear tho conqueror in his presence.
If Marius had teen in his place, hie would have
thouglit more of thaht than of achleving the
death of Syla.’ Herce, in the judgement of
the ancients, the dignity of the task which
copsisted in developing the facullies of child-
hood, as when the puet s2ys—

¢ Hoc quoque te maret, ut puctos elementa dJo.
centem
Occupet extranus 1n vieis beiba senectus. 4

And, n fact, whenever nztere was not syste-
matically opposed, ail history 2ttests the influ-
ence cxercised by children.  Sergius Galba was
about to be condemned, when the sight of his
hitle children weeping raoved the ‘Roman people
to acquit him, merey, not cquity, deciding tne
case : the scquntal, winch could not he pronoun-
cad on the score of innocence, respectui puero-
rum dataest.  Similarly Aulus Gabinios, lisving
only the lictor and the dungeon bafore his eyes,
owed his deliverance to the interest excited by
the view of his son prostratung himself at the
feet of lus accuserit.

Some few of the Pagan philosophess them-
selves sonm to havo felt  how solemn a thing it
ts to keep company wath littlo childeen, so lately
arnived, as it were, out of another world 2nd
from God's ncighbourhood, who are now in that
wondcrful stato, a3 a medern author says, where
1n wg were onoe, and did nat, alast compreliend
it, ull » had shipped sway from wsff.’ They

° Da Finibus, v 20. Val Max. ii.
Dmf Laert. De Finsbos, i.
Do Legibus, 1ib ji. Val Maxlib il

s Hor Epi20. 4} Val Max viti. 1} Faber.
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seom to have recognised, in other wdrds, that

the first steps in human lifo, through the sensis
bilites and uodeveloped intslligence of the child.
But not to linger at our first setting forth amidst
tho darkness of.hcathenism, lot us observe how
prodigionsly these mystic avenues wero widened
and multiplied, whon the darkoess of paganism,
with its obstructions and delusions, had passed
away, and left the forest wholesome.

‘The Gatholic religion invests childhood with
the swectness and sanctity of areligious mystery,
placing it in the number of those which men
contomplate as joyfal on the beads; and bence
the new device of Jove to succour isfanoy, in
France is cal'ed, not the crudle, bat the crib, as
if cach new babo by the choico which the
Church 7eckons on in its baptism, was really
another Christ.

Taking our way over heathy paths through
the vast shade of a strange forest, if by chance
we meet some little lulus and iequire from him
the distzcuce to a given puint, he will probably
represent it as farther than an older person would
rce, ttitto be from the place which we have
reached ¢ but in this moral wilderness the par-
ties will exchange answers, for to the early age
of maan, the way to his srue centreis the nearest

In life's Bizst walk, as in the gardens of Armida,
blossomsiind fruit cbocnd at the same time :
graoe gaéms w0 bo the act of nsture herself, so
exquisitelv is the wild and cultivated united.—
Marinz de Escobar, when only three years of
age, used to be heard repeating, * 1 love God
more than my father, and mother, and auat, and
all things else 3 and sho used to place herself in
secret corners of the house, or field, and ssy,
¢ that she would fiud Gud, who was her hfe, in
solitnde*.’

¢ Thus did she knecl, lisping sacred names
And looking. while her handsaad eyes
Are lifted to the glowing skies,
Like a stray babe of Parad.se,
Just lighted on the flnwery plain,
And secliug for1ts homne agzin V'

A child bora of Catholic and prous pazents in
2 fand of faith. 13 lLke guileless Adzm in the
aroves of Paradise—

- On ! the jov

Of young rdeas. pawmted on the mund

in the warm flqing colnurs fancy spreads

On ohueets pot vet known ;. when allis new

And s lovelv : helouks areund, and

Lo, as :f retura’d 10 Eden bowaers, evory thing

1s very guod.’

Por all thungs ate seen with the redceming hght
of Chirast’s cross and passion.  Wherceoeser he
lifis his cyes th= holy cross or other symbol of
our fantl presents 18 gleam or shadaw, and as
the poet wishes, mungles with lus dresms, draw-
ing lum up by silent power 1o the fehewty of
heaven.

History rclates thata tather obliged 1o leave
his child often in its cradle, used to put in its
hands to amuss its cyes sume flowers , the child
loved to consider these ovdonforous and vaned
forms ; but the first impressions excercised on it
a slow and mysterious action, which only in-
creased with-age, and this child which played
with fowaors becamo the celebrated Linnzus.—
Thus does the pexfume which escapes from the
symbols, manners, and minds of catholicity,
insinuata itself into the young heart, and diffuse
in it secrctly the divine germs, which later ex-
pand with tho warmth of faith into tho beaoties
of 2 serene and haly existence. Truth comesto
it in tho porsous of venerable and beloved pricsts,
¢ inclining to the lowest child of Christ the fraits
from Heaven’s third height themsclves havd
wan ,' in tho smiles of its mother, 1a tho soubd

——————

® Yt Ven Virg dfarium do Excobp 1 3.

shero are avenues to truth naturally opening at,

of tho cheerfu} or solemn bells, 1 overy thidg
that it sces and hoars ; for though the sonse .of
divine things 18 s0 profoond, that ono may.&g
for ever without.coming to tho rooty; thew fnfit
is 80 near as that we have not to mise our awm
to gather them®.’ Thus noursshed are those
first uffuctions, ! those shadowy recolleciions,
which, be they what they may, are yet tha foon-
tain Jight of all our subsequent days ; whigh
neither listlessness, nor mad‘endeavour, nox afl
that is at enmity with joy, can utterly in after-
Iife abolish; for the heart loves them to tholast,
whatever intesveaes between us and our child-
hood’s symphathy, still reverting to what first
caught the eye +. ‘Tha young stranger acoepls
from the Church whatever she presents to him—-
~——= Dona parentis
Miratur, rerumque ignarus, ireagine gaudet§,’

The child that cannot tell what he would
have, will kneel and hold up hands for ff:ll‘c}{‘
ship ; and then, exclzims a recent poet, wha"i_\a
look is that! * When fresh from sleep with lips
of artless modesty and juy,.it hisps a hymn. not
understood by its own self, but duteoutly le?rpt
in syimple faith.” He cites a child that sung the
Alma Redemptoris, and then adds—

¢ This Laun knew ho nothing what it said ;.

For he w00 tender was of age 10 know 3

But 10 his comrade he repaic’d, and pray’d, ,

‘That ho the meaning. of this sopg yipuld show,

And unto him declare why men sing so.!

But children often know more than they there-
selves suppose ; aod well mght the Fragga
poet say, ¢ Let us not silence those sublime
voices—IJet usleare those children on their kmegs
—we have need that childkood should pray thps
for us all.” ¢ I remember,’ says‘dlanna de Es-
cobar, ¢ that when I was a litile gitl, and did
not know what was meant by mental prayes,, I
used to copsider with great emotion the myste~
nies of the life <i Christ§.’

¢ 1 cail educauwn,” says Plato, *the virtue
shown by children when the senuments of joyor
sadness, of love or hatred, which risc in théir
souls are conformable to order, withoat théir by
ing able o render an zccount of it; though when
reason comces to their aid, they can tender en
accuunt ol the good customs to which they =zve
formed . and 1t 181 this harmony. between cue-
tain and reason that virtue consists, autes R'e
Zumphonia Zumpasa men, arete §. The Chris-
tian philosophy proceeds on the same principle
which the profoundest wisdom af tHe anciepts
thus anticipated. Such is the dignity and joy; of
childhood's faith, which manhood's wisdor
needs to keep alive, 2 spirit of wandering sim-
plicity, that is delighted with 2l the types X
finds on carth of heaven, and which miturer
wisdom has only to ratify und admire ; as eves
a poet in his wandeting lost, is able to rkcog-
nize, exclalming—
¢ O sweet morning dream, I pray,
Pass not with the matin hoar ;
Chaym me : heart and tosguo allay,
Thoughts that ache, and eyes that lowgr.
From the fotintain to the shrino
Béar mo on; thou tranco divine ;
Fazint not, fade not on my view,
Till 1 wake and find Theo ttoeq.’ 4
¢ Qui mane vigilant ad me, invenient mé.'—
in tho house of all other princes, continues Asn-
tonio do Guovars, it is the custom never 10 apen
to carly visitors, bat ptrsoss wust oo ER&
noon , whoroas this verab shows us that those
who would transact business with Josus Chnae,
should repair to Him at tho davt of their oxisi-
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*Etudessur les Idees.  § Monris., § Ln. vk
730. ¢ Vit. Ven. Virg, Marinz do Escobsr, 1o
§ De Legibus, lib. ii.

"« Lyra lunoceativnn,
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