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PRESBYTERIAN,

Damaseus.,

Two things make Damascus interest'ng.
O1e s that 1t is the oldest city in the
w rll.  The other, that yonder on the
r ud leading to the city Paul was stricken
blinl. Here in the city he received the
connnand to go unto the Gentiles.  Here
then was the starting point of Paul's life
of servive to Gead, .

But is it not strange that the nations
that were then suvage heathen are now
se 1ling the gospel back to Damascus.

The Presbyterian Church in Irelund.
wvh'eh contributes every year to our own
H aue Mission fields, has a missionary in
D naiseus, who writes as follows :

¢*Let me ask you to accompany me to our
little church on o Sabbath morning.  The
church, a neat stone building, stands «
litde distanes Lack from the street. and is
sarroun led by an open space several feet
in wilth, with no high walls near it, so
that the air circulates freely through the
biilding, a matter of some importance
daring the warm seasn. The service
¢rmmences at .15 am.

As you enter you notice that the men
are seated on one side of the building, the
women on the other. The custum of the
¢ ey makes this necessary.  Foragood
MY Vears it was even necessary to keep
a cartain stretched. during the service.
the whole length of the church, separating
the men from the women, so that none
bat the preacher, who stood in the pulpit
at the enl of the building, could sce the
fices of all on both sides of the curtain.
As shewing the change that has taken
pace in this respect, the curtain was re-
awved a number of years ago, with little
o jection on the part of anyone.

Tae order of the service is that with
which you are fumiliar at home, though
¢ yow) in a strange kguage.  The most
of the congregation unite in singing the
Arabic version of the Psalins, the preacher
u wally lealing in the singing, in which he
is assisted by the teachers and pupils of
tle yitls’ school.  All seem to join reve-
reutly, with the exception. it may be, of
a few strangers, who have droppeld in out
of curiosity. to see what a Protestant
sevice is like.  The attention given to
tie ssrnon is as close and devout a8 in
m st of your churches at hame.

You will abiserve that the eongregation
is Yargely male up of
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band that among these are a number of
‘ persons who from their style of dress and
I general appearance manifestly do not be-
! long to the city. These last are natives.
of villnges, or other towns in Syrin.  Some
of them are here for a short time on busi-
ness, and maiay not beseenin the congrega-
tion azgain.  Others have come to the oty
seeking employment, and have taken up
a temporary residence here.
Among tham you will notice, first of all,
@ man considerably advanced iu life, with
% a heavy gray beard and a broad forehead.
; This man was formerly a priest-of the
i Greek Chureh, liviag in a village in the
| district of Hauran, tires days journey to
i the south of Damascus. A number of
ryears agy, a Bible and some Protestant
books cme into his hands.  In"the study
- of thiese his eyes were opened to the soul-
- destroying errors of his own Church, and
, the way of salvation through faith ina
; erucified Redeemer.  After trying for a
. time to quict his conscience while continu-
. ing in his office as priest of the village, he
,felt compelled at last to throw off his
i priestly robe and make an open contessien
{ of his faith in the simple truths of the
| Gospel. He was abliged to leave his
f village. even his own family turning
i against him and disowning him. His life
} was fora time in danger. Few in these
; days have suffered more for the truth’s
"'suke. He held among his people a posi-
tion of great influence, and was in com-
i fortable circumstances.  From a worldly
| point of view he hal nothing to gain by
i the coursz he has pursued. He gave up
" all for Christ and the Gospel's sake.  And
! he has borne all with great cheerfulness,
| and does not seem to think he Las donz
; anything remarkable. He has been -
; ployed a part of the time as a_teacher and
" calporteur among  the Belaween—the
|
f

Anbs of the desert.

Not far from him sits a young man, of
i dark complexion, a native of one of the
! northera villages of our field, and, when
"a boy, a pupil in the amission school in
' his village.  He has come to Damascus,
. seeking employment as & weaver, and has
now for several months beent very regular
in his attendance upon our Sabbath ser-
_vices. A short time since he expressed a
. desire to hecome possessor of a Reference
Rible, for the better study of God’s Word.
Now, 2 Reference Book in Arabic is a
large book, and costs about three times as
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