THE GROCERY TRADE,

TO CORTROL THE COFFEE MARKET

That the condition of coffee growing
countrie¢ under the extremely low
prices which have ruled for the berry
in the markets of the world for some
considerable time past,. was serlous,
has been known, and {rom time 10
time report¢é have emanated from
various growing polnts that compre
hensive steps were to be taken to
remedy conditlons so that planters
would derive sufficlent profit to enable
them to remajn solvent; but to date,
every effort has been [ruitless. Now,
however, according to information
furnished by correspondents in Cara
cas, the Venezuelans bave put their
shoulders to the wheel In earnest,
spurred on to make & hard fight, under
the threatening cloud which is hang-
ing over coffee estates in that coun-
try by reason of low prices. It is esti.
mated that the coffee-producers of the
Latin-American republics under pre.
valling conditlons are losing 315,900 -
000 annually. of which about one-half
falle upon the Brazilian preducer. Cal-
culating -the total prcduction of the
worla at 18,000,000 bags, of 132 lbs.
each. an@ the consumption at 12.000..
000 bags, the fall of price is considered
due to over-production. The govern.
ment of Venezuela proposes to take
the Initiative In the formation of a cof.
fec combination. the first aim of which
wil} be to restrict the output. and to
control the sales by a general export
anty of §1.00 per bax. ‘The produc-
tion of all countries is to be restrict.
od to 10,500,000 begs per annum, of
which Brazil will be permitted to ex-
port slightly more than one-half, and
the remainder to be divided among all
other countries.—Canadian Journal of
Commerce.

DRIED FRUITS.

Tieports from the coast lndicate that
the demand from  the canners amd
grren fruit shippers for peaches has
bren se heavy that prices have ad-
vanext beyond the point where 1t 13
profitable to dry them. says the Min-
neapolls Commercial Bulletin. The
canners anl shipp>rs are takiny very
heavy supplies of green peaches, and
the quantity to b~ dried will be great-
1v curtalled. Prices for new stock
praches are very high and it is elaim-
1 that speculators and johbers ave
takiug Wo'd very carclully, with the
el that th~  quantlty clanging
haalx is nominal. Apricats are mov-
e from coast hands slowly, nwing
to the high prict they command. Spee-
ulators 4o not scem to eare to take
Lol of themi. In ralsins there Is a2
betiter ferling. Toose muscatels anl
two-crown are likely to asdvauce short-
v If present demand continues. Wew
York reports an advanc™ on prunes of
il a cent, with stocks thare held
rery firm. This advauc> is not ex-
el to affect the weslern market
direetly. as jobbors in his territory
ar~ nol Jdependent upon the zastern
coast for thelr supplics.

APRICOTS.

The Log Angcles Times says: The
apricot soason is over. The crop 218 0
reneral rale has heen @ rooid one and
crowers have had a prosperous year.
Jere in Southern Californk there will
W harvested n total of about 7,000
tons of the frult, perhaps 1,000 tons
more. Buyers. degan by takinz the
whole orchards at $20, and little by
ttle pricos crept up until xrowers
got 830 per ton, tbhe buyer taking
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everything., At these prices the grow-
ors got $10 to $60 per acre from their
crops. Canners have run npight and
day to handie the fruit. The soft (rult
has gone to make pulp, for which fruit
there I8 an active demund. It ls
thought that the apricot crop of the
state will be 50 per cent groanter than
the average. But the amount of
dried fruit will be smaller.

GROCERY TRADE NOTHS.
Lemons have advanced 25¢ per box
at Minneapolis.

Dr. Price’s extracts have advanced
20 to 25 per cent in the United States.

The quotation for taploca, August
Ebhipment from Singapore is 8 1-8p
f.0.b. point of shipment.

Recent cables from Greece quote
currants at ils 41-2d for Amalias,
cqual to 4 8-8e Jat ! doenvn in Now York.

According to a report recelved from
one sourte cable advices were recelved
s1ying that the Foochow Oolong tea
crop is 30 to 40 per cent less than
lagt year.

Grapes promise an  enormous crop
in Essex, which means that the wine
industry of the country will flourish
this fall. Essex is also theo greatest
corn growing county in Canada, and
the yleld this season will be very
heavy. .

During the week ending Thuradny
last between 60 and 75 cars of south-
ern watermelons from Texas, Mis-
sourl, Georgin and other states were
received by dealers in Minneapolis for.
distribution throughout the north-
west. This s the largest single week's
business on record.

The anticipated further cut in the
price of refined sugar at Montreal by
the disscnting grocery houses materi-
alized at the end of last week, and they
are now quoting sugar which cost
$35.70 at the refineries, at $3.50, and
they threaten to make still another
10> eut The troubln istetwien cartrin
wholcsile grocers and the other louses
fu the trade and refineries. The dissent-
ing houscs are trying to break an
sgreement which exists between the
other houses and refiners. Prices at
the refineries remain firm, and an ne-
tive trade is reported.

There Is still o steady demand for
new pack canned salmon, and further
s:lcs of round lots have taken place
for futurc delivery, but owluxy to the
ktrene condition of the market it is
stateld that canners in some  cases
have withdrawn  from  the market
while others have reduced their sell-
({5 gnnntity considerably. Salis of
1,050 cases Clover Leaf brand  were
made on local account al $4.75, fobh.
Coasst, but it is reported that $4.50
hns been accepted in the west for the
sune brand. There has also been
some {nir sized sales of Lowe Triet
and similar brands at $3, f.o.b. coast.
—Montreal Gazette.

Advices to th~ Canadizn trade from
Greece state that the chunber o”
<eputivy has passed a law providing
for the retention of a certain portion
of ilic currant crop. Thr law pro-
vides for fixlng th~ quantity of cux-
santa to b~ retained by 2 rommittee,
which will mnet In Athens on Augast
4th of cach year, and vy & majority
votr fix the amount of retention {or
the crop of that year, the Jdate of
such retention belng fixex!  between
August 13 and 18, Shipmentx of tho
new crop wili not b permittod before
August 18 in cach ycaxr. The law
also provides that In th> event of

damage to the crop by unfavorable
weather conditions during the cutting
and drying perlol up to September
18- the minister of the interior and
financ~ cap roduce the retuained quun-
tity as previously fixad by the reten-
tion committee, but he cannot under
any circomstances make it less than
10 per cent. Recent advices from
Grecce report a continuance of the
favorable weather and cstimates on
tho crop place the probable total at
160,000 tons, against 183,000 tons in
the erop about coming to a 2lose.
The carry-over of the present crop
will be about 15,000 tous, making a
total visible supply of 175,000 tons.

THE DRY GOODS TRADE,

BRITISH DRY GOODS IN CANADA.

The Toronto Aonetary Times re-
views the dry goods situation as re-
gards British mmports as follows:

“British textile exporters are look-
ing with wmncreased interest towards
the Dominfon. There are at present
o host of prominent Canadian ary
goods men selecting stocks in British
and Centinental markets. For the
twwelve months ending with Juue, Can-
adian purchases of Irish linen plece
goods execeded those of the previous
year by 29.7 per cent., whilo in the
monthi of June thcy were 35.9 per
cent. larger than in the same month
a year azo A report from Belfast
states that: “The development of
trade with Canada has been one of
the teatures of the past twelve months,
and 1¢ steadily continuinz. In other
centres of the textile industry a Nk
interest. 18 bLelng aroused. The ‘Map-
chester correspondent of the Drapar's
Record states:  ‘The Hudson's Bay
Company, with a staff of only twen-
ty-efght men In Eangland fthere are
600 I belleve in Canada), was able
during its Iast trading year to make
o profit of over £125,000. The terri-
toriex which ylcld profi. to the Gov-
ernor and  Company of Adventurers
trading with Hudson’s Bay, have, in
the past, been comparatively nezloct-
ed here. But a change is noticeable,
The focal huoses are sending Hut more
young men to the Dominion, and the
city Is becommg nore and more a
gathering place for wholesale and re-
tall buyers representing  Canadian
houges.” We are naturally the mnore
pleased with  this wmereased interest
with the manufacturers of the Mother
Country in that the home prodncers
of textfles arc very busily employcd.”

Good Roads in Manitoha.

One of the councillors of Shoal Lake
municipality £as wntroduced o wood
roads proposition which indicates chat
the agitation 1 that direction {3 bear-
ing fruit. The proposition made to the
councif and ratepayers of Shoal Iake
is that £30,000 be borrowed at ¢ ver
cent. wmterest and runninw for o torm
of thirty years, with which four maln
roads could be burlt through tho mun-
Icipality under thc supervision of =
cotapetent engmeer, which would im-
mensely prove the teaming facill-
tice of the mumicapahity. The interess
and smking fund charges for this ex-
penditure would bLe, according to the
councillor’s estimate, 32,200 ner year,
wlhereas the present cxpenditure on
roads ig §3,000 a year aud annuvally
becoming farger. This would admit of
the same rate of taxation beinx maine
tained as at present and stilf leave
390& per year for malntenance of side
TOR !



