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THE COMMEROIAX,

A British Zollverein,

Sir Juliua Vogel was for many years Premior
of Now Zoaland, and sincs his retirement from
activo politics has taken o deop interest in all
questions connected with the unity and dovel.
opment of tho Empive. His article therefore
in the Nineteenth Century, ovon apart from its
ably mevshalled argumentsin favor of a British
Commeivial Union, would bo worthy of atten.
tion and considevation. But this contribution
to a great discussion is of more than ordisary
intesest, because it presents o clawly thought
out sclieme for a commorcial consolidation; one
which may form a basis for much valuable com.
ment aad criticism. L.

Tho writer commonces by pointing out that
in Indin by means of feudatory states and in
Africa through hugo chartered companies the
British Empira is steadily growing. = Nowhero
are there sny avidences of a desire on the part
ot Britain to diminish its extent or check its
development, yet every year it is becoming
moro and more apparent that tteps must be
taken to mako the union closer, in order to
avert eventnal disinte%mtion. Sir Julius speaks
of the *‘superb way” in which Canada bas
cultivated her cnormous possessions, and be-
lieves that if only better trauo relations can be
cupsummated the British Empire will in a few
years hold a position towards the United States
somewhat like the present position of that

rent country in comparison with a sccond-rate
§outh American Republic. . .

Tho present situation is briefly described.
British importa in 1891 were £435,000,000, of
which £336,000,000 came from foreign coun.-
triee, and £99,600,000 from British states.
The exports were £216,000,000 to foreign coua-
tries and £93,000,000 to British possessions. Of
theso exports £61,000,000 wore imports reship-

ed, and upon which little or no British labor
End been employed, while nearly £70,000,000
of the imports were maunufactured goods com-
petiog with British industries. The p-oblem
therefore is in brief : .

1. To increase the supply of British manu-
faotures to British countrics. L.

2. To increase the import into Great Britain
of Colonial products.

3. To obtain time for bridgiog over the space
bstween the present aod the period when the
colonies will be at1e to supply Britain with all
requisite food and raw muterials.

ir Julius Vogel vory truly saysthat vastness
of area, varlety of clivnate, soil and conditions,
muke this vosult cettaio, if the pecessary steps
be taken. Bat it is with reference to Lis zome.
what novel suggestions for the solution of the
problem, that discussion and differences of
opinion will arise. Itis, in short, a proposal

15 give s bonus to ceitain colonial productions,
upon a specified basis to bs settled upon by the
differcot goveraments concerned.

The followiog articles or products are select
ed :

lmports to Imports to
Britain from Rritain trom
Foreizn Countries, British States
1891, 139

£170,868,000 £55,853,000

Threo of these twelve products are already
subjoct to dutics, and the bonas required could
be given by a simple relaxation of the tax upon
that poriion which comes from the colonics.
The total payments soggested by Sir Julins as
bonuses {o the producers is £5,357,650, incroas.
ing, if noccssary, to £8,350,000. The bonus is
to be paid to tho Lome producer as woll as to
tho colonial one, s0 as to equalize conditions
and prevent an hoatility which would render
the achemo hopeless. So far as the United
Kiogdom is concerned, the amount paid by it

could bo raised chrough taxiog Juxurios, as sug-
gosted by Lord Salisbury at Hastiogs, the
writer suggesting that two thirds of the total
bo contributed by Great Britain aud one-third
by tho colonies and possessions,

In veturn for this immonso advantage being
given thoir products, Brttish states abroad are
10 agroo to an extra ad valorem duty of 10 per
cent, on ell forcign commadities similar to those
imported from Grunt Britnin, They will bo ex-
pected to raiso the one-third portion of the bou-
us i any way they chcose, and it is supposed
by Sir Julius that the ultimate result :wvill bo
free trado botween all portions of the Ewpire,
and duties upoa foreiga goods imported within
its bounds. This will be attained by a gradual
change from a bonusing to a differential duty,
whonover ono or more of thoe colonies is found
to produce sufliciont for British consumption.
For instance, as soon as Canada nnd India
grow enough wheat as a result of the bounus, it
will cease, and a duty be Elaoed on foreign
whoat going into Britain Thus no increaso of

rice will follow to the consumer in the United
ingdom, and Caunadian development would be
assured.

The author considers the scheme practicable.
Certainly it is interesting, Forty million dol-
lars of taxation distributed throughout the Em-
pire would be very little for so grest a result.
British trade and shipping would receive an
impetus : British exports to foreign counntries
could not decrease very much, while they
would increasoc immensely to British States.
The population, wealth, ‘power and exteut, of
the Empire would enormously develop. The
scheme is wise in not askiog the coloies at the
prescot to take Jown their tariffs, which is at
the present stage an utter impossibility. —Em-
pire.

Montreal Grnct;y Market,

The movement in refined sugar from the re.
fineries has not been very brialk during the past
weels, but thera has been quite a business done
between the wholesale houses. The market for
raw sugar rules slroni. Advices from New
York say the trust has been buying centrifugal
in Cuba, and has paid 33¢ forit. Localrsfiner's

rices are unchanged at 43¢ for granzlated and
3ic to 4ic for yellow.

Thereis a steady demard for syrups and
American stock of good celor and flavor is be.
ing picked up at 24c to 2i4c. There is a
moderate jobbing trade doing in wolacses at
abont 32c.

Japan teas are moving out fairly woll and
considerable business s been done during the
week in teas worth from 15c fo 24¢, anything
offering around 16c being quickly picked up.
The market for blacks is quiet. London re-
ports on the tea market say: “Trads demand
is improviog all around.” Chinas tens have
changed hands more freely, especially for the
lower grades, at slightly hardening rates, and
export orders accounting for a large skaro of
the business dove. Indian and Ceylon sales
bave been heavy, bat thoy bave passed off with
spirit, and wo shall no doubt now havo a spell
of good tiade. The estimate of Foochow ten
has been reduced 2 million pounds by tolegram,
and we shall most likely uss up all this scason’s
supplics at least. Teas have come forward too
frocly up to date, and importers have been such
cager sellors that prices were forced down to
under their patural value: the supply now on
the water is 6} million pounds under last year
to same date, and prices are, therefere, decide.
edly hardening for commonest grades. Teas,
from G4 to 94, still offor woanderful), and look
tamptivg as a specnlation, although, no doubt,
the stock cousists of this class, as both common
and finest ars in short supply. The best Kin.
tucks and Tehsngs left weio dealt in more
freely this week from 11d to 1s 434, bat thoso
offering about 9d to 10}d are dull, and not very
deairable.”

The demand for rico has not been 20 good dur-
ing the past few daya as it was during tho two
or threo wecks proceding: bat there is atill &
{sir trade doing at unchasged prices, We

uoto: Standard, $4 to $4.20; Japan’s $4.60 to
25; Patna, $5 to §5.60; Carolina, $7 to $3.

There has boon a very good movement in fish
of all kinds during the weel, owing, no doubt,
to the fact that thoro wore threo fast days this
week, Tho frosh fish mavket hus been woll
supplied, and smoked or pickled fish ave of.
foring, mote freely. We quote: Haddock, 43¢,
balibut, 16¢c, white fish, 70, dory, 8o, B.C.
galmon, 150, No. ) prime dry cod $5.60, groen
cod $5.25 to $5.50 per 200 lbs., C.B. herring
$5.75, aud half barrels $3, mackorel $12 to 84,
smoked Portland haddies 8¢, St. John bloaters
600 to 80c per 100, Yarmouth bloatera $1.20
por 60s, lobstors 16c to 205 per 1b., Malpecque
cysters $2.75 to $4 per barrel.

The market is well supplied with domestic
fruit, gmﬂes avd poars ave particularly plonti-
ful, and the receipts of fall apples aro increas.
ing. The demnnd on the whole is very good,

¢ quote :—Blue grapes, 246 to 32; peaches, $1
to $1.50; pears, Bartletts, 402 to $0c¢ per bask.
ot; 84 to 36 per barrel: apples, $1.25 to $2;
Califoraian peaches, $2.25 to $2.50; Tokay
grapoe, $2.60 to §3; Muscats, $1.50 to $2; ban-
anas, $1,.25 to $2; coconnuts, $1.25 to $4.50 per
100; now Messina lemoans, $4.50 to $6; Jamaica
oranges, $9.50 to $I0 per barrel and $5 per
box.—~Gazette,

North Dakota, Grops.

‘The North Dakotn state crop report, dated
September 24, says—A week of dry, warm
weather, -vith abundance uf sunshine, has pre-
vailed over the gotira state sinze Inst Monday.
In consequence there has been no impediment to
the progress of farm work and it has been car-
ried on with a “‘rush.” At present date very
littlo grain remains uccut and threshing has
becoma genoral, The week opened cool, with
heavy frosts on the 12ch, 13th and 14th killin
cora late flax and vegetables in the central an%
westera portions. QOa the 15th there was a
decided rise in temperature, which has con-
tinued above the normal since. The rains of
the latter d;'Jart: of iast week, although putting
the ground in excellent condition for plowing,
of which considerable has been done, was the
cause of more damage than was known at the
timo of the issue of last week’s bulletin. The
correspondent at Grand Rapids, LaMoure
county, states that the continned wet weather
of the 8th to the 10th sprouted some in shock,
injured wheat generally nesrly or quite one
grade. Practically the same report is made by
correspondents in Stark, Mcl.ean, Kidder and
McYuatosh continues. .

Tho yield from the thresher is an irregular
one. Tho correspondent at Tappen, Kidder
county, reports tbat the yield is ver: poor,
turoing out 8 fo 10 bushels por acro, Peters.
burg, Nelson county, is running from 12 to 20
busbels, and %rading No. 1 and No. 2 northero.
Seymour, Richland county, is yielding as high
88 27 bushels por acre on high ground. From
Now Salem, Morton county, came reports that
the grain is rather short, but well tilled, and
the yiold will be almost as good as last yesr.
In tho_northera portion of Burleigh county,
wheat is averaging 20 bushels per acre, while
%n the southern portion it is veported mach

ess.

Silver,

Tho silvor matket has shown but little
change doring the week, the only feuture being
& slacker eastern demand,resulting in a fraction.
al decline of commercial qaotations. The tone
of the market was effected by the hiliog of tho
goverament requiremeonts for the current month
under tho silver purchase law. Supplies con-
tinuo normal, receipts here from westera smelt-
ors boing fully up to tho averngo, Transactions
in silver ballion certificates were moderate in
amount, tho quotations being relatively firmer
thau commorcial price. The amouat of bullion
on hand at New York agaiust certificates out-
standingis now 1,830,000 ounces,— Bradstreet’s.



