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British Columbia Trade Letter

(SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.)

VANCOUVER, July 21.—The warm weather is
upon us and fruit has ripened splendidly.
Crops throughout the province are looking in
the best possible condition and hay is being
harvested in good form. Regarding fruit the
same complaiot is made this year as last that
the canuneries are unable to obtain frait at a
price which will make the industry profitable.
There is not enough fruit grown in the country
yet to produce a surplug and the mercuntile
spirit of selling fruit upon its merits does not
pervade the farming community. A good
many raachers would sooner appareatly let the
frait rot on the trees than sell it at prices less
than they have been accustomed to reccive.
Conditions are now altering and only first-class
fruit put up in good form will command the
best prices. That class of goods always sell
well, but the ioferior grades such as canners
can utilize can be sold profitably at a much re-
duced price. Considering the prodigious yie!ds
of this country farmers can afford to dispose of
their secondary grades even at eastern prices
and still make money. It is doubtful then if
the output of the canneries will be equal to an-
ticpations, although the volumue of thz B. C.
frait handled in the aggregate will exceed that
of any previous year.  Prices are high aud the

demand greater than the supply. Cherriesand
small fruits are of exceptionally fine quality.

Shipments in foreign export and import con
tinue good and a larger number of lamber ehips
are now in port than usual. The Duke of
Argyle from Liverpool is dischargiag fieight
here and the sailing vessel loaded with iron for
tire tramway has arrived. The 8. C. refinery
is operating at its fullest capacity and is sup-
plying an increasing market. The varioasiron
foundrics and wachine works and wood work-
ing establishments in the province are working
full time and having a large output, showing
that the varions energies are active and devel-
oping. The Moodyville mill under its new
managemeat is about to he greatly enlarged and
created, so it is understood. into a mammorh
industry. 'This was the mill lately tcken over
by aforeign syndicate, With the Hastings saw
mill, Royal City planing milis, McLaren-Ross,
Brunette, Chemsious aud other large saw
mulls the provinve is well supplied with firat-
class lumber cstablisnmeats. There has been a
wonderful improvement in cutting facilities
during the past two years, 8o much so that the
industry may be said to have been entirely revo-
lution? =d.

Another event of resl estate interest occurred
last week, viz.; The sale by the government
of the Moodyville timber limit some 1,600 acres

west of Cayila'n creek, and nearly op?ositc
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Vancouver, in the municipality of North Vaa.
couver.  Mr. Beattie, the auctioneer, sold the
whole land offered in blocks for $52,000 the
price per acre varying from $10 to $150, the ro
sult being a demonstration of the stability of
inside property and the faith which exists in
this province in land investments. From this
point of view as well as financially it was a great
success. Another feature of the real estate
market is the offering of lots in the Fort Simp-
son townsite, which is now being boomed in the
prospects of it one day being a second Vancou-
ver. ;The agricultural exhibition movement is
strong.  Victoria and Westminster will each
have a provincial exhibition, while the finit
growers’ ussociation has its show in the former
place on the 11th and 12¢h of August. A num-
ber of the municipalities are also preparing.
The provincial exhibit association expects to
outstrip all previous efforts and make the Brit-
ishh Columbia exhibit back east the largest and
finest ever yet sent ‘o the big fairs,  The pro.
ject is exciting a great deal of entnusiasm,

Business generally is good but vot rushing.
Building is active in all parts of the province.
Westminster is going ahead with a number of
fine new blocks. The salmon canning is in full
awing with indications that the market will be
healthior than last year.,  The Aluska catch is
reported poor. There bave been heavy import-
ati~ns of California fruit, and British Columbia
fruit is coming in wore freely. Theve ie a
shortage in first class butter, a result without
any doubt of having entered dog days. Good
fresh ranch eggs are also scarce, and prices gen-
erally are stiff, Following are quotations :

Flour and Grain—Manitoba patents $6.50;
Manitoba bakers, 86 25; Oregon flour, §5.75 to
6 25; oatmeal and cornmeal, $3.73; rolled oats,
€5; shorts; §26; bran, $24; wheat, $35 to §38;
oats, choice, $45, do. common, $i0; chopped
feed, 835 to $10; hey, $15 to $16,

Meats—Dry sait, 12¢; roll bacon, 12¢; break.
fast bacon, l4c; backs, 13ic; hams, 15¢; lard,
in tubs, 12¢; in pails, 124c; in tios, 13c;
lard compound, 12¢.

Sugar— Granulated,
cube, 63c; syrup, 3ic.

oButter—-Creamery 924} to 20c; dairy, 15 to
20c.

Cheese—123 to 13c

Lggs,~—18} to 19,

Vegetables—New potatoes, $1.30 to $1.40 per
100 tbs.  Local potatoes, §20 per ton.

Fruit—Apples and pears, $1.25 to $1.50 per
box. Bartlette pears, £3.25; peaches, apricots,
$1.40 per box; prunes, $1. 95 and plums, $1.25
to $1.75.

&ic per b ; yellow, 53¢ ;




