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POSSIBLY A NISTAKER POLICY.
Sa far tho C. P. R. Co. has been succeý,s-

fui in its legal efforts tn provent the cros-
sing ofite Pembina branch by the N. P.
& X Co., and it ie quite possible that the
comipany may ba enabled to delay tlîo
complotion of the Portage braticl until
next season. This will give the C. P. R.
full control of the traffla of tho Portage
district and the northwestern country for
a fow monthe longer, but it ie certain tijat
this priviloge can only bee held by the
company for at the inast not louger than
the coming winter and epring nicnths. In
the end the obstacles placed ini the way of
opening the Portage branch are bound to
be overcome. The question therefore is:
WViJl it pay the C. P. R. Co. to opposa Oie
construction of these independent roads
in Manitoba? The 0. P. R. people are
not nierely flghting another railway coin-
pany, but tliey are seoking ta defeat the
paputar will af the united people ai Mai.
toba, and in daing so they are incurring
an enuiity wvhich hodes no gaod to the
campany in the future. The counpany lias
a lready gene te great expense in prevent-
ing the crossing of its lines. For saine
time it has had a eniall army af nmen eam-
ployed in preventing the N. P. & M.
people and the provincial gavernment
froin making the crossings, and it is a
question if the autlay an the part of the
C. P. IL Company has net; already beaun
greater than the company will gain froui
the obstructiohai thcroad for afewmonths.

The C. P. R management is certainly
acting withuîî its legal rights in the course
taken cancerning these railway pressings,
but there is another and inflnitely higher
-way ai looking at the matter, and one
which places the C. P. R. management in
au unenviable position. Wheu the C. P.
*R. Co. accepted the guarantea af interest
upon the $15,000,000 loan, the company

*- morally bound itself ta offer ne further
objections te the openiug of this province
ta. independant railway construction.
EÇvery thinking persan aill over the Do-

-muinicu at once concludad that the rûil way
agfitatio -n in Manitoba had at last coa te
an end. Tharefore in taking advantage
of what inay a1mosté ha termedl certa~in
legal teclinicalities, ta obstruet rail.
way construction in the province, the
company bas brokan through ail moral

reetraint, and has eliowiî total dieregard,
for obligations ai a lîigher nature than
mcerely legal promises. The people ai
Manitoba, and ait Canada, are therefora
j ustifi±d in looking upon. the course ai the
con)pany with alihorrenco, and in Mani-
toba at least it je ovident tliet the course
pursucd hy tho company, wiIl beè remeni-
bered te the dieadvantage of the grant,
railway corporation in tlîe future. If the
company lias occasion ta realize its
mistake in the future, it will not ha diffi-
cuit ta locate the blanioupon the doings
of iLs own officiels.

The legislature ai the province -wvill
nicet vcry shortly, and it je seid that the
advieability ai rctaliating against the
company wvill ha considered by the Heuse.
The coipany enjays a nou-nber ai privi-
leges at the banda ai the Manitoba Legis-
lature, such for instance as tax-emption.
These privileges, it is hinted, may be with.
drawin. Should the Legislature seo fit ta
enter upou a policy ai retaliation and al-
struction against tha 0. P. R. Comepany,
iL could probably makoe matters rather
uncouifortable for the railway corpora-
tien. The advisability ai adopting such
a course i@, however, a matter warthy ai
the nîost careful thaught. Retaliatiop je
at hbut a dangerous weapon ta handie and
oe wliich is liable te eut both ways.
Tak ing a 2,-pu.rfcial viewv ai the maîtter, it
would serm almastjustiiablo on the part
ai the Legisiatura ta seek a mens ai re-
prisaI upon the compehy, for the heavy
loas and expelise iL has.put upon the pro-
vince. Grat care and due prudence,
hcuwever, should ha given te the consider-
ation af any proposais ai retaliation. Se
far as the people are cancerned, it would
ha dacidedly wrong ta advise the cern-
mittmnent ai any oflences against the pro-
perty af the company. Good sense should
prevail jr this matter, and goode sense
rarely prompts racoursa te extrema, much
Iess atrbitrary mnsures. We do nat he-
liave that the people as private citizens
have or will commit any illegal acta
againat the 0. P. R. cèrporation, natwith-
standing rumor ta the cantrary. In the
matter ai patronage, aur shippers have
an apportunity ai visiting their displea-
sure upon the company, in a way which
it is perfectly proper for thein !e do,
should they cansidar that they are war-
ranted ini this course, an accounit ai the
action ai the conipany in wantanly ah-
structing the pppular wlll and putting the
province ta cansiderable unnecessary ex-
pense.

T1IR INJURCTIQIL
The deaisian oi Justice Killani given an

Monday marning las%~ cantinuiîîg the
interim injonction, restraining the Northî-
arn Pacifie& M1anîtobaCoupv.uy fremtreas-
ing the Canadian Pacifie track, was soae
wht of a surprise ta the great majority
ai aur people. The sumniary remaval oi
the first interim injunction, by the decirion
ai Chief Justice Taylor, confirmed many
in the belief that the second injunction cese
would nicat witl evan more specdy disse.
lution, and tiiet sn far as the provincial
courts wera concernad the Government
wvould aoon ba free te extend the Portage
brandli ai the N. P. & M. systcmn across
ta oC.P.R. track. The dacision ai Justice
Killam in cantinuing the injunction, how-
ever, placed a legal barrier in the Nvay,'
which it would not have been wvoll.te at-
tompt ta override by force.

WVhatever inay be saidl as ta the evident
intention ai the Provincial Govornînent
iu ignerin- the legal aspect oi the case, as
it stands befare the Supreme Court at
Ottawa, iL is hardly likely tlîat; publia
opinion would sanction the use ai farce
in overriding the additioaî legal barnier
placed in the way by the granting oi the
injutictian. The local authorities were
bound ta accapt the dacision ai the Court
and niake the hast ai the situation. The
opening ai the Portage branch will ha de-
Iayed for a while hy the arbitrary action
ai. the C. P. R. autho'rities, but this is net
suficient reasan ta induce the people te
resort ta illegal measureh. The exercise,
af a littlej patience under the prenant try.
ing circunistances, will cettainty redound
ta the credit ai the people ai the province
in the long run. Thaugh niarally wrang,
the C. P'. R. people are for the moment
legally in the right. They have the law.
on their sida, and they have shown firin
determination ta deiend their legal riglits
ta the utmast extent. An attempt te
overcor.'e thase rights by force, under the
very strained condition ai publie feeling,
would most likely have resulted in blood-
slîed. The province cannot afford te
have anything ai the kitid accur. Mia-
itabans who believe in tlîe justice ai their
cause, shauld have faith ia tha courts, and
should continue ta figlit out the matter opL
this linae. There ie nathing mare certain
than that Manitoba will triumpi in the
end, and it would tharefore ba unwise te
resort te otrage or ilaegal acts, wheài a.
legal victc.,y le within rtacli.. The situa-
tion is undoubtedly exasperating, and the,
very fe.eling that the province is in-the,


