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He ouly knew that hie liked bier and ta talk to bier ; and there allways

seemed ta him ç9mething wanting when ehe was flot ini the roota. Dut ho
did flot quito realizo bow necessary she bad become ta his happiness until the
the bouse becamne crowded with vicitors. Then there wus no more practis-

.ing in the small drawing*room, na more undisturbed conversations in the into
library whete they used ta chat ini the mnarning, na mare accidental tetings nant
in the ball or on the stairs. He soldomn saw Leslie alone now, or spoke to
bier for more than two or three minutes together. .She feht the difference sous
too and thought tbat the bouse wras flot so nice as il used ta be, tbough she hav<
did flot exactly understand why. wer4

A waltz was being playëd as Leslie went slowly downstairs at about
balfipast aine o'clock on Christmas Eve. The dance was an impromptu out
oe; but several pe ople besidps those staying in tbe bouse were present. foll

Leslie wore a dress of blick satin and tulle, witb silk poppies ta brigbten il witl
à little, and long Suede gloves. Grahama Lynn, ta wbom she bad promisedl ben
the firni dance, was awaiting ber in the hall.
. They entered the room and bie took bier baud. Leslie loved waltzing, beg
aMd thia was tbe firet waltz she bad had since juce. Now, as she found ope
herseif once more witb a perfect partner, sbe experieoced the dreaniy sense cou
of pleasure abe always felt in tbe first waltz of tbe sessoa-a sensation gre~
wbich did flot return with cvery dance, though with Leslie waltzing neyer
became a sacre mechanical movernent. pre

As the dance came ta an end and they stopped, Graham Lynn looked
down ino bis pattner's eyes with sucb an untaistakablo expression in bis you
owii tbat she looked away fromn bit, trcmbling fromn bead ta foot. . Lynn's
huart beat bigb vith hope; ho longed ta tellilher thon aud there that bie rny
loved ber-worsbipped bier. But ehe was besîeged with requests for dances
tramn nearly evc:y min in tâe roota, and bie could not get bier ta himmeif for son
a tiine. leslie danced every dance, kecping ont of Lynn's way as rnucb as
pos3ible. She danced witb Jack once; but Captain Stanley did not came
near bier.

After the lust dance was over and those of the guests who werc not stay- ap
m.g in the bouse werc dispersïng, Leslie found berseil, without knowing how of
or wby, & lu inbth amali drawing-roomn witb Captain Stanley. -He

IlMisa Dauvers," lie began, evldently speaking with difficuity ; but the vci
sigbt o! bier smiling eyes made him forget what ho was going ta say, and bie thi
cxclaimed, " WVhy are jon looking so happy ?"1

"Happy ?" ejaculate-î Leslie. IlWhy should 1 not bc lhappy '1" de
"You look too lovely," hie blurted ont, losing bis bead altogeter-"« no su

won der ciery one raves about you 1 You bave made me love yau. Oh." av
li exclaimed wildly, Ilwbat rigbt bas a beautifui girl ta bc a governeu 1" an

Leslie stood stili, as if tuuned witb amazement. Co
1 "Why do you look at nme s0 coldlyi Oh, Beryl, bave you no pity? il

I love you madly, passionsîely, and yct I eaa neyer ask yau ta bce my wife 1
You kno v iLail! You know why 1 can nover marry you, and yet you look hi
at me so calmly azd coldly as

III dontL understand what, you are saying," l'ep e c eliet çontemp la
tuotsly; "but, il itis an offer af marniage you are trying to makse me, I beg in
ta decline it with maay tbanks."W

"Oh, Beryl, bave some pity! I love you-I shail love you tli I dio 1" w
"Allaw mie ta euggesî a remedy for your broken heart," said Leslie E

scorafully. I will ask Mrs. Stanley ta engage a iascinating bousemaid. a~
Perhaps you raay divide jour affections between us, and Sa bc saved (rota
tbe disgrace of marrying ei:ber" hlI

Captain Stanley sîaggcred back bewvildercd, and, as hie beard bis owa ru
words, for once feit beartily ashamed af bis miserable pride. c

Leslie turned away witb a look of cantempt; but, before she could reacb n
the duor, bie seized lier liand and fcli upon bis kr .es irnpioring bier ta listen v
ta bita. He declarcd tàhat lie was willitig ta, gi.e up cverytbing for bier sake. b
Il ahe would consent ta be bis wiie bie would take bier away frota England, 1
and they would live abroad wbere no ane would kaow thatl be had 1
mairied beneathbhim, and wbere no ane could taunt bier with baving married
above bier station, 1

41Wbaî a laudabie self sacrifico 1" exclaimed Leslie. IlI hate and
despise you more than I cao say ! You consider yourself superior ta a c
gaverues because you have more money,ý-witheringly-"ý but in mind,
feelings and marnnt yau are inferior ta a stable boy 1"

This tirade look Captain Stanley Sa compietely by surprise tbat bc re-
laxed a little his ciasp ofilber hand; but, as she triedl ta draw il away, bis
slroug fint;s éloscd moie firnily ouir hcr', and the jeik sprained heT w ist.
She uttercd a cry af pain, and lie saw bier lips quivcr; thenabch becamne
quite stili aud did not attempt ta take tway bier band.

IlWbaî is it, ]3cryl, My darling 1 Have I burt you ?" cxclaimed bcer
persecutar, springinig to bis feet jusin daîlie ta prevent ber (rota falling;
for she bad fainted.

He laid ber upon the sofa and called for assistance. Most af the ladies
bad gone ta bed ; but hie smw Miss Nelson gaing upstairs, and called bier
bick. As bier senses returned Leslie beard Claude Stanley cxpiaining that
abc had sprained ber wrist trying ta raise a window. She opcncd ber eycs
slowly, and saw that a sniall crowd liad collc:cd round the sofa and scveral
pairs of eycs were rcgarding lier witb laoks of commiseration and curiosity.

Lynn had been unabie ta get near the sofa, though he had Iicd hard;
but, when1 Leslie opcned ber eycs, hie detcrmincd ta take a bold course.

II think I can bc af use litre," he said , and elbowing bis way past two
or tbree mca bc put Miss Nehsclon aside almost îougbly, and look poor Les-
lie's awallen hand lu bis so Sentiy and rcverently that she scsrcely feit a

ne i p i Hviùg got na far bie was at a loss what néxklà Md ; for
ý8siIo kew notigbu spriny es or how ta treat them. Suddeuiy bie
ght of linon bandages. Il1 muet have sme bandages," hie said firràIý'
8oft stuif. Here-my handkercbief will do. Now I 'vant some waim
r."p
ICold, you niean," correctcd Mliss Nolson, smiling grirnly.
Warm," persisted Lynn, tbinking it best ta assert lis autbority front

first and pretend ta kuow aIl about iL
Vhile some one went for water, hie began tcaring bis silk handkerchief
strips. Mien, turning to the men wha stood round, be said indig-
"y-
SI Say, you fellows, suppose any of you were in great pain, and feeling

queamish that you migbt faint at any minute, how would vout like ta
ea crowd oi gaping idiots round you watcbing and waiting for wbat you
e going to do next ?"
The "gaping idiots " stared at first ; then somo laugbed and sauntercd
ai th room, whule the others adrnitted that it was rathier a shame, and
owed them. The roorn was soon cleared ;and Leslie tnrned ta Lynn
i a sigb of relief. She said notbing;- but cho looked bier îbanks, and bie
t down and kiased bier band soffly.
[n another minute the messenger returned with the water, and Lynu
an bis task, feeling intensely nervous and anious as ta the succets ofithe
ration. Leslie looked ou with the greatest interet. Althougb no anc
Id bave been more gentle or careful, tho bandaging necessaily caused bier
al pain ; but she endured it beroically.
" There," bie said wbcn bie finished bis task-"« that is aIl we cao do at
sent, I suppose. It is casier now, 1 hope ?"
IlI can bardly feel it at ail," Leslie a' swered untrutbfully. " Thank
ifor taking so mucli trouble, Captaîn Lyiiu 1"
Il ou mueI lot me do it for you two or three times a day. I 'viii not trust
patient ta any anc cisc. You muet bave a sling too."
A mling was soon made; and Leslie was escorted t.pstairs by Ils. Nel-
t, wbho would flot ]cave bier until abe was in bcd.
Leslie did flot get much ale ep that night.*

Captain Stanley leit the bouse on Christmas Day witbout a word af
~logy or explanation ta any one. Graham Lynn he.f guessed the cause
bis spccdy depiarture; but lie did flot mention bis mupicians ta aoy anc.
istroe vainly ta obtain an interview with Leslie ; but. with strangc per.
rsity, she kcpt out ai bis way. She bardly dared analyse bier feelings or
nk about hlm aI aIL
Leslie wceot home on I;ei Year's Day wjîhout Grabaim Lynù hiving
ziard hi: love. He was in a mait unenviable franc af mind. He feIt

re that she loved bunt; and yet, if she did, wby did she s0 peristetitly
aid bita1 He left the Stanîcys' bouse on the day miter Ledulie liadt gone,
d spent bis lime chiefly at bis club. While bie was *ondoeing bow bie
uid manage ta sc hier, the opportunity came ta hlm la a most uuexpecSd
auner.

Callinig aI bis club anc day about a week miter Leslie bad loft Làndob,
fouud a letter awaiting bita (rain an oId school friond fromn whot ho had

othbeard for some yearm. This friend had been travelling wiîh no particti-
r aim or abjtct runtil the news cf his fatlîer's desîli bad reath d bita a
,ontb before, aiZ '-i h corne borne, as bie said, Il ta seulie niatters." He
as the only survi-ring member ai the family, sud the home ai bis fathtfs
as a melancholy place ta him aow ; so bie biait decided not to remain long in
;ngland. He wimhed Grahiam cauld spare lime ta run down and mec hM,
s lie could flot tell wben hie ehould lie able to coraz up tz tu*xn.

The Chase, the rambling aId bouse whcre Graham Lynn had often s£pni=
is hoiidays as a boy, was lu MVarwicksbire-Miss Capella county, bie
ernber.-d, witb a thrill o! delight. Miss Capel was known ail over tht

aunty of course; and, for aIl hie knew, tho Puiory and the Chase miglit be
eit door ta cadi other. He miglil have a chance af meeting Bervi Dan-
ers af ter ai. Ht wrotc at once ta bis iriend, muying bie w uid came ta
ini at once; and within forty.cight bours ai thc lime wben bie wratc tht
etter hie and bis aid school chuni 'ere shaking bands once more, after a
apse ai many Yeats.

Their conversation turc --d riaturally ta old limes aI firet; but, after dia-
cir, as they 'vere smokiLS. an nc ac side of the firepiace, bath became
atlier sulent. Grahami waz -ondcring bow ho cauld brinq Beryl loto the
:ouversation. At last, as bie couid tbiak ai no better plan thian that 01
plunglng loto the subject at once, lie asked Dcering if bie kuew Miss CaDCl.

IlWhy, yes,"1 rcplied Dering, Tousing buiseîf frot a reei-"ey
one knows Miss Capel 1 'lb Thr1t a! the County ' sic 1: called. I saw a
grcat deal of bier when 1 was home a few moutbs a ycar aga. Wby 1 Do

"Tht fact of the natter is," said Lynn, IlI'u inl love, Dering-madly
and bopelessly la love-and 1 cao't get at her ta tell bier sa, yau sec."

Il26y dear fcllow," rcîurned Dering, looking zt bis friend in a perplexed
mnuer, I m awiully sorry ta hecar that 1"

*" '%Nhy r dem&adcd Lynn
IlWbVy, because I am afraid yau are ulmply tbrowing your bearî away 1

You sce, Miss Capel bas dozens of lavera, and she wou't bave anything to
ay to any ai theta. Nov you, wbo are the best feilow lu the world except
(rota a pecuniary point ai vlew, came forward, cager ta try yoiir luck wberc
so xnaüy bave failed, and yau bavcn'î even been intraduced ta lier. 1 sup-
pose il is a case ai lovc at firn sight. I neî'er belicved in il befote."

"Love at firsi ight-nonsense 1" rotorted Lyn. Iltis not Miss Cape-l
I am lalking about, but a girl wlio la staying with bier naw V'

" Oh, then 1 amn indecd thankini 1 V/cII, lct us icar ail about it. You
mybc sure ai my congratulations and aIl the belp I can Siva !mou."

Lyudid as bc wl' requested.


