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‘I'ag great success of the German armies
is Que not only to strategy and energy, but’
probably just as much’to the perfect system
of the national defences of Prussis, extend-
ed since 3866 to the North German Confed- |
eration, and toa cortain degreo to the South
German States. '

1. BISTORICAL REVIEW,

The principle that every citizen is bound
to assist in the defence of his country is as
old as it is natural, It wes recognized in
the Roman republic, and still mors among
the nations which overran the Roman Em-
pire. The barbarous custom of ensluving
conquered nations in the middle ages re-
stricted the honor and the duty of defend-
ing the couwntry to the conquerors. The
property of the soil was given to the victor-
10us warriors, under the condition that they
were always to be ready to {ollow the banner
of the chief in case of war—the origin of
feudalism. * Every reeman was brought up
o warrior, the tilling of the soil to be left to
the conquered for the benefit of their mas-
ters, Tha first - hange was brought about by
the invention of gunpowder. Soldiering then
toa certain degree ccased to be a common ac-
complishment; it became a profession which
had to be acquired with some pains; and
soldiers began to be hired for pay. Then
the old principle, that every freeman had to
be a soldier, fll into ateyance. Armies
were hired for the war. They censed to bo
national, and became 2 scourge f{o friend
and foe alike. This system, which was de-
veloped to its most fearful extent in the
times of the thirty years’ war, led next to
the establishment of standing armies. The
desire to suppress the feudal barons, always
inclined to oppose the increase of the power
of their liego lords, induced the latter to
keep soldiers in permanent pay and coutin-
unl readiness. The increasing demand lor
such armies taught the princes to rovivs *he
old principle that every citizen should assist
in the defonce of the country, and the ful
filment of this duty was exacted; conscrip-
tion was introduced The first Prussian
king who gave & kind of organization to this
system was Frederick William I. The so-
called ¢ canton system” assigned 2 certain
reériditing district to each regiment. The
enlistment Qf foreigners became the excep-

tion. Frederick the Groat, during his foar-

ful struggle against almost all Europe, could
not do yet without foreign enlistntents, be-
cauge his small nation was unable to furnish
for years all its ablo-bodied men, if the ruin
of agricultural pursuuts wasnot to stop utter-
ly its natural resources,

‘Tho Freach revolutionists, when attacked
by the standing armies of their neighbors,
revived. tho old principle of a national de-
fence to its fullest oxtent. Enthusiasm
maade up for the want of braius, especially
as the opposing armies were commanded by
superannuated martinets, bewildered by the
new spectacle. Taoctics were adapted to the
raw but abundant material ; and finally Na-
poleon organized those French armies which
in their victorious campaigns congquered
nearly all Eurvope. Prussia, whore the rem-
iniscence of the glory of Frederick the Great
had imbued the army and its leaders with a
vanity sufficiont in itselt to precluda sue-
cess, was in 1806 ignominiously overthrown
by Napoloon. No country in Europe suffur-
od g0 tearfully from the relentless conqueror
as Prussia. His exactions, in spite of all
justice and all treaties, never ceased; and
though the herowcstruggles in 18i3 and 1314
restored Prussia, Napoleon's oppression is,
still bitterly remembered.

One of the most disgraceful conditions of -
the treaty of Tilsit in 1807 stipulated that |
Prussia was not to lreep more than 42,000
men under arms. But Prussia’s patriots
never dispaired, and it was during this most
unfortunate period of Prussia’s national life
that the foundation of the present system of
national defence was laid. Not only the

made up again for want of trawning, though
at great expenso of life and treasure.

After Napoleon's downfall the system was
continued and’ improved. « Thoe peaceful
times then following permitted, however,
tor the good ot the finances, to reduce not
only the sctual time of service with the
colors, but also the number of men called
out, and sbout one-fifth to one fourth of the
numbor were usually excused altogether.
The short campaigns of 1848 and '49 aguinst
Denmark, wue mobilizations of 1550 and '59,
without leading to actual war, shewed sev-
eral weak pointsof the system as it thenwas;
and in 18060 the present King, then regent
still, ndopted a plan of reorganization pre-
sented to him by General von Roon, wbich
coimncided with his own opinion about the
matter, and the general entered upon the
office of Socretary of War to bring his plans
mto execution. The two main points of im-
provement were: Ist, that the principle be
carried out to its fullest extent, and thatno-
body should bo excused; 2nd, that every
organization, cven of the administrative
branches, si'ch as subsistence, ambulance,
ammupition trains, etc., shouid bo repre-
sented in peace time, and their preparatory
training Lo just as earefully attended to as
that of the fighting men.

PBoth points involved an increase of tho
{ military expenses; and this gavo occasion
1 to difficulties between the Kingand his Par-
» liament since 1860. which were adjusted by
" the groat success of 1666, when the tirst ef-
| fectutl step toward the fulfilment of tho

priaciple of everybody's liability to miliLnry{ Justorical mission of Prussia—to reunite and

duty was recognized, but it was made obli-
gatory on every Prussian to serve a certain'
time in the army, for the purpose of receiv-
ing a soldier's traming. General von Scharn. |
horst, Secretary of War, devised the means;
to increase the number of trained soldiers,
ready for an always expected emergency, 1n

spite of the above peace stipulation. Each |
year a part of the 42,000 were dismissed on
furlough and an_equal number of recruits
Joined; and so Prussia was enabled in 1313

to increase at onco its 42000 to 120,000, alt

trained and disciplined men. The Langd-

wohr, consisting of all able-bodied men up |
to the age of 35 years, lurnisbed additional
troops. The time, however, between 1809
and 1813 having been too short, the Land-,
wehr of 1813 was not cowmposed, like the,
Landwebr of to-day, of trained soldiers ; and

the inferiority of raw levies, compared with

trained soldiers, would have been still more!
perceptible than it was had not the fearful,
losses of Napoleon in Russia tforeed him, too, !
to mako his appearance in 1813 partially 4
with young troops. Patriotism in this case

organize Germany— was taken; and the
great value of the present organization of
the annonal defences was ncknowledged.

Il. RECRUITING.

‘The namo of every malo citizen of Prussia
is sinco 1809 entered upon tho army lists ac
tually at his birth. The civil authority, upon
receiving the usual notice of the birth of a
child, reports the names of tho males to the
commander of the “Landwehr Battalion.”
e represents the territorixl military uthor-
ity; and his district is coextensive with ono
or sometimes two *circles,” as they call
what wo call “cbunties,’”! Every Prussian
is bound by law, as long as ho is not yet ex-
cused from oll military duty, or aslong as
he hos sons under the age of twenty, to re-
port any change of resdence, that is to say.
any change of his home for good.

Enigrants have been very numerous from
Germany, simply because tho soil is no long-
er adequato to the wants of the steadily in-
croasing -population; but this movemont
excepted, tho German is steady, and not



