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Hymnal Revision.

In connootion with a resolution before the
lass meeting of the Pmbytexzh of Owen
Sound, Rev John MoAlpino, of Chatsworth,
proparcd tho following address which repro:
scata tho views held by many on the subject
of Hymnal rovision, Mr. McAlpine after

roliminary yemarks says : —This motion, so

ar as I undorstard mysolf, is the expression
of a vory profound conviction, which, with
tho leavo of the Presbytory, I shall attempt
she tly to émtify.

1. In doing v, my firat position is that tho
Bult.or is a medium of gﬁmi” furpishod by

iving inspiration to the Old Testamont
church. In tha% propasition thero ere two
parts: (a) that the psalter is u medium of
praise for tho 01d Testament church . and (b}
that it ia Divinoly inspired. Ido not think
cithor of these positions i» questioned
amongst us. ILst me just notice with re-
gard to tho inspiration, that the testimony
upon that point of the New Testamont is
very decisive, and all the mure that it is
given very expreasly towhat avecalledthocor-
sing paalms, so thot it is quito nnallowablo for
any Christian to speak of any psalm as
broaking the spirit of private revenge. It
isa vorydifferent s%irik they breathe, a apirit
of which if tho church was morc largely
Eoueuod, it would valus the paalms more

i

hly.

5. Kly second position isthat this Divinely
inspired m~dium of praise was givon to form
a medium of praise not only for the Old
Testament church, bat also for the church of
tho New Testamest. Thia is & position
which I think docs not admit of question.
That the Divine Being intenrled tho pealter
as a modium of Now ‘Lestament praise, will,
I think, bo at onceadmitted by all. Pechaps
I may bo pormitted to refer to two considor-
ations in support of it. One is the very late
date at which the psalter was completed.
Material continued to be added to it up to
the timo of Malachi, Thus it wasonly in her
closing period that the Old Testament church

the completed psalter which
would scem to bo at loast a confirmation of
the position that it was designod for the Now
as woll as the Old, nay, more, for the Now
than tho Old. The other consideration is
this very surgrising one, that rcnnod amid
the remarkable ritual of the Old Testament
economy and oxpression of tho religions
sentiments of thoso to whom every nite in
that economy was specially dear, the psalms
would be 20 largely freo from tho colouring
that could not but bo_expocted to impart,
and luyin;z1 hold ximply of tho informing
spirit should so oxpress it as to provide a
mediom of przise suitablo, Still when that
ritual had sunk into oblivion, a phenomenon
soromarkablo as to bo explainabloin no other
way but the now largely discredited ono that
holy mon of old xpuﬁ:o a3 they wero moved
by th; Hhol Ghost. 2

3. 1 ahall suppose my second proposition
to be admiztodl,m and skall nowProoeed to
stato the third, which is that tho psalter,
being aDivineg ingimd modium of praise
designed for tho Now Testamont church,
containy within it, nor is thero to boe found
anywhere in Scriptore with regard 1o it any
satisfactoryindication that itis only &Apially
fitted to bo a medium of vraiso for tho Now
Testament church. I cmploy the word satis-
factory bocause there are somo who supposed
they hava found indications ; but it ismani-
fest that theso indicaticns weing the
determination of private juigment cannot
be deomed satisfactory to woy whose judg-
ment maynot make the same pronouncemert,
nor can I imaginoany indication wonld or
~o1ld bo satisiactory, but an indication from
tho saine high sourcoas that wnich furnishod
the medinm of praise. Only Po whoss in.
finito wisdom has furnished it is entitled to
employ the pruning knifo and to say what
akounld and what should not be embraced in
tho psalmody uf the New Testameat ~hurch.

4. My fourth proposition, which is aimply
& corollyy from the proceding, is thatthers-
foro tho propossi to make selections from tho
inspirod psalter is a strangely anbocoming
ont. (lno might with antire propriety use
much itronger langusgoe with regard to it,
and all yhe more 8o when tho gooesia of : the

roposal is considerod. I venturstosay that
t in not long aslnce when such a
proposal corld not have bson mado 1n
the Presbyterlan Church in Canada. I
venturo to say that not long ago thero was
not & man in tho Presbyterian Church in
Canada who would have dared, in any court
of the Church, to mako such a proposal. Tho
poasibility of such a proposal is but of yos-
terday, and tho whoroforo of the possibility
is not hard to indicate. Thoro is not a
quostion bat it has risen out of the marvel-
lous manuer in which men bearing tho
Christian name have permitted theinseclves
to handle the Word of God, and s indica-
tivo, painfully indicative, of how the Church
has permitted herself to be influcuced by
them. Such is tho goneais of this proposal,
and auch being tho genesis wo have tho leas
hositation in characterizing tho proposal be-
foro us aw boing, to tho last dogreo, unbo-
coming., Its unbecomingness is further om-
Fbuxzed‘ by two considerations whith I ask
eave to present and with which I shall
conclude. Ono is the want of qualification
upon the part of any and overyhuman being
to say what aro the elements of praiso
proper to an iaspired psaltor. To havo to
write such a sontence is matter of “pure
amszement, Just think of a company of
men sisting down to determine what part of
ap inspired paalter is fitted for praise! Of
the incongraity of such a spectacle we shall
bo more convinced if wo recall to ourselves
what is tho Scriptures’ estimato of man. Wo
have ono statement of that estimato in the
words, ‘‘Cursed is manthattiruzteth inman
and maketh flesh his arm,” a statement that
finds amplo confirmation in the spectaclo
that at this day is prescented by socioty.
Another statomont of that estimate s tho
statemont that ‘“Ho that trusteth in his
owa heart is a fool.” And, friends, tho
more I become acquainted with wmyself, the
more® extendod is my obscrvation and ex-
ericuco of my fellow-creaturcs, tho more do
ffeol compelled to bow to the humiliation of
these roprosentations, And such being a
true ropresentation of man, and man at his
beat eatnde, what are we to think of & com.
pany of such beings sitting dJown to elimin-
ato from the divino book of praise what is
displeasing to them? Words cannot express
the utter and horrible incongruity of tho
spectacle. The sccond consideration in enn-
firmation of the anbecomingueas of the pr
posal before ns aro thoe scloctions themselves
that havo been presentod to us. Toone who
uns taken the troudblo 2o go over tho psalms
carefully, noting the solections and exclus-
ijons, tho result, I havo no doubt, has been
that of pare amazement and profound yain.
Thero havo been portions left vut that have,
no doubt, proved the rod and staff of God to
sappe + His own in their need, or the green
pastures in which Hohasmado them delight-
cdly lia down. Tako, for instance, that
beautifol verso in the 42nd psalm, ¢ s
loving kindnes# yot the Lord command will
in the day, His songs with me by night. To
God by whom Ilive T'll pray.” Inthe 40th
psalm wo are not to siny, ** Thy tendermer-,
cies, Lord, from me Odo Thoa notrestrain,
Thy loving windunss and Thy truth let them
mo still maintain.”” Words whoso precious-
ness aro immenscly cnhanced by their con-
nection with the striking confesasion of ono
which follows, a confession that must have
spoken hope to many a sin-burdesed soul,
and all the more that the words of confeasion
arv put into his lips by God himsclf. Inthe
45tn the words of pure praise aro no longer
to b:s sang, ‘0 Lord, according to Thy name
this all thocarth’s Thy pmisc, and Thy right
hac2, O Lord, is full of rightecusnoss alwaya.
Because Thy judgments are made known
12t Zion muunt rejoico, of Judah let the
aghterz all send forth a cheerful voice,”
. the 50th psalm is left ous, with its
magnificent start, reminding ono of tho blow
of tho trumpet at tho great dsy, **The
mighty Ged tha Lord hath spoken avd did
call, tho certh from rising of tho sun to
whero bath hie fall. Oar God shall snrely
oowe, kotp silenve shall not Ho before Him.,
Firo shall waste, groat storms shal'! ronnd
aboot Him be. Unto tho hoavens clear Ho
from above shall call, and.to tue eath like-
wlso that Ho may judgo His peoplo ail”

Who that has boon discouraing on the solema
theme of tho final judgment could fafl to turn
to that passago as appropriato praise, and
tho more that there is in it so awoct
o doolaration of tho very marrow of
tho Gospel in tho linca that describo
God’s saints, '* Thoso that by sacrifics hava
mado a covenant with no.” Nor aro wo to
say in tho 51st paalm, ** My closed lips, O
Lord, by Thec lot them bo opened, thon shall
thy praisos by my mouth abroad bo pub.
lished.” Nor, ** A broken apint isto God o
}i‘leuin mrlﬁco; a brokon or contrite, Lord,
hou wilt not despise.” In tho wisdom of our
hymnal committeo thesochoico prectouswords
are no lo?\f" to be nuns;. Ard just listen
to the strains thoy havo loft out in tho 85th
psalm, * That in Theo niay Thy people joy,
wilt Thou not us rovive. Shaow us Th
merey, Lord, to usdo Thy salvation give. I'll
hear what God tho Lord will speak : to His
folk Ha'll speak peace, and to Hissaints, but
lat them not roturn to foolishness. To them
that fear Him surely near is His salvation,
that glory in our land may havo her habita.
tation. th met with mercy, righteous-
ness and peaco kiseed mutnally. Truth
springs from carth, righteousness looks down
from hoaven high.” Just think of that last
stanza containing so striking an exprossion
of the central mystery of "ho Gospel, the
reconciliation of righteousness with ce.
Think of that being left out of the praises of
tho Church ; ayo ! and left out when divine
wisdom and grace had putitin. But not to
expand leb mo just notice two othor instances.
Ono is in tho 27th psalin, ** Though mo
my parents both should leave, the Lord will
mo uptake.” Words which the great Father
has Egt in tho pralter to comfort thoso who
in His providence have been doprived of
their natural guardians, or, whatis worse,
havg natural guardians that aro unfaithful
to thoir trnat; and thatis but an instance of
a whole class, a class in which reference is
made to some form or othor of numan pain-
ful oxperience, such as orphanage as here,
widowhood and old age, a class a0 minuntely
divided that I belicve thero isscarcelya
heso of human sorrow, ayoe, or guilt, which
as not its own special wonds of comfort and
hopo in the Psalms; but to which our
hymnal committo has been apparently quite
oblivious. My other roferenco is to tho
04th psalm, in wbhich occurs tho irrefragabloe
arguments in the words * The Lord did
plant tho ear of man, and hear then shall
nothe; He only formed theeyoe, and then
shall de nat clearly sce.  Ho that tho nations
doth corrret, shall ho not chastiso yon. He
knowledgo into man doth toach, and rlall
himrelf not know.” Our argoment beforn
which to overy upright mind all the ayatcms
of atheism, pantheism, agnosticism and
scopticism of overy kind tumblo into ruin
liko 80 many structures of cardboard as
thoy all are, bot an argament which the
Church in the wisdom of our hymnal com-
wittoo is no longoer to sing, although itis
worthy of the loudest notes of prais
Closing; these genoral allusions I would
call your sttention to this, that tho com-
niitteo in itz scloctions scems to hawo acted
upwn the prisciplo of oxcluding as wmuch
as possiblo averything of a denunciato
chamacter. Tho instances that might bo ad-
dueed on very many.  As to the wisdom of
tho principlo there 18 great room for question.
It {8 questionablo on the gruund thatitisa
cortain sign of churchd decadence whon ste
sings poace, pesce, and that in a high state
of spiritual lifo tho church will evor ?oyfnlly
squod the aoto of warning. It is objection-
ablo also in tho faco of tho fact alrcsdy
reforred $o that the Now Testament gives its
imp-imaturo to tho most denunciatory of all
thePsalms. And its objoctianablencss will
appear if wo tako a xin&o instanco. Lot it
be the opening linc of the 36th psalm, ¢ Tho
wickod man’s trang ton.”  Jast seo tho
concentrated wisdom of that collection of
words Secchow any transgressor istransfixed
with tho thought that ho isa wicked man,
That is & conclusion wkich many a transgres.
sor socks eag{erly to avoid,and how itis
thrust upon him .ind by an authority which
ho canno. dispate, and with ar emphasis of a
very spocial kind when it is tho atterance of
the praiss of the wholo coagregation. And




