
8 PEIIMANENCY Or TUE PASTORAL RELATION.

More depends on the "1Lwer courts," as to the details of administration, ana
every question of importance is remitted to the Presbyteries forthrjignet
thcreîpun. But %'e gather from wlîat; lias corne under our notice, that niîuuh of
the power of the system consists in tire national hoinogeneîty of those profcssing;
it, and the strong traditional hoid wii its doctrines, polity and usages Iive
upon thomn ; and that, where these fail to secure Cinflrnit, there is necesaiivy,
in the Cnmnadian church, a very gentie exorcise of the right of supreme juris-dic-
tiuîn, and a very constant regard to the aceeptableness of any measure to tre
peuple.
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O'N TUIE I)ERMANEN"CY 0F TRE PASTORAL RELATION;
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C<)NGRIECmAIONAL UNION, AND t'UBLISIIED 13Y ItEQUEST.

Everything Cnnnected with the Paistoral office impressos on àt a character of
sacredniess. Christ -tire Son of Gid and Sar jour of sininers -is its ori,.in:tur;
it has for its end tue acconi pisimnient of the objieots for wvhich Ile pîîured forth.
lis preciujus blood on the accursed troc ; tire qualifications demianded of sucli as
assume its dunies, involve the possession of ail tIre lulgier attribuire and chm;rac-
teristies of the Chîristian life ; wiie its motives are the rnuost saered anmd exzlred
by wvbieli even a sanctified nature cati be moved, and its resrirnsibiiitiés tire mi
tremendus of' wliicli %i'e cari furna a conception. Hleoce, hoth lie w-ho takes tis
office upon him, and they ainong wiiun3 it is exerciseri, should feel that tiney stanîd
upîîn iiuly ground, and guverri thiîeselves accordingiy. Ail triflurîg ivitiî it-
whatev'er the!furni it may take, or tire party cluargeabie ivith it-is sui, a crime
against God, and a wrmmg dune tu marn.2

nWiîotever the position we occupy, the Divine ~~i1forms tire rule tu wiih ve
are bound to confurm our cunduct. Thuis, primci-ple is of iixiveri-s applit-ation
becaiu-e God bas nigde us and all tlîingys for llimi.elf, and miaintains u8 anrd tirer
in heirig for th-e ends f'or w-hidi it w-as origiriaiiy besroivcd. In tire caseouf the.
Believer it applies, liowever, with a special inplerntivemiess, irismucu as he has
been " redeerred, noît w-ith corruptible higsuduh as silver and goid, but %vith.
the blood or Chirist, as of a lamib witiîout blcmnisi arnd witiîuut spt"andreee
rated hy the IIîly Spirit, that lie m:iy lire to - Hini %iîo loved luini,.ami gave
ilimself fur irin,"-thereby obtainimg lor Iliiiiself a righit of p erty imu honll,-

nîay"glrify God in lus body and ,;ptrit-wlii:h are lu.' Weave nuo riglit to
lulease marselves, or niake our own %vili our rulo ici anîyt.hing. 'l'ie tiunigit of
even ,t'.eiipting Lt shoud fill us with borror, Nviil do su if we have ni-de buot a.
very moderate proficiency in tie D)ivine life.. With respect ospecially tri wiiat
lias reference to the king-dom of Gud sliuuld a iîoly jcalousy bc felt, 2vill it, irà,
thn% case, be feit.

Proportiuned to our anxiet 'y to lie governcd by God'; will, wvill be our desire to
know itas an indispensable prelimuinary thereto, the readisiess with w iv~ e ailmit,
the prurîfs and manifestations of it, and tic liurîesty and carnestncss of Our crîdea-
vours to ascertain it.

The sources wiîence ive may g:îtier the Divine will in relation to *any speeifleo
act or courrse of actioîn are twvo, to wit: revelation, and tine circunist;tnces in
w-idi w-e find oursolves placcd.

As tri the Iengti of timne during whnicli thoqe w-ho enter on thre Patrlrelation
slîrud continue in it, tue NerTe1os;taînent-tie law--burk of Cliizt's kin.tuii-
savs nîîvhing expressly, tiuniiîgh the w-hile mriner in wiiich the uoffice is spohken cf
'nvouid seeni incunsistent w-itli the noitiuon of more tempuîrary engagecment.

Bet%,-een tic office of Evangelist and that of P;tstrîr a différencri exis-ts-, wlîich
lias an imprîrtint lîearmng on tAie question w-ith w-hicli w-e are relr'iiîg ;- 'vo
allude tri rue generality of time ciaracter of rime fî-rmiier, wimilc tiîat of thie latrer is
limited. Utiless restricted by the torne of bis conmmiission, the Evamgist's


