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ionoers of tho vast interior: with

atholio settlurs camo the minister of
Qod, and Maes wae gaid to hallow the
land and draw down tho blessing of
heaven, before tho firat stop was taken
to rear o buman babitation, The
altar was oldor than the hearth.”

To this torsc and striking state-
mont wo may fitly add the rominder
that theso first comers sought to give
the now country a kind of conscora-
tion in tho very names that thoy be-
stowed. Sauto Domingo means
“Holy Bunday.” Ancther great
island in the 8panish Main was called
Trinidad, or * Trinity.” Ponso do
Loon in 1618 sighted tho coast on
Easter Sunday, which is known in
Bpanish as Pasoua do Florida ; and
honeo \bo presont name of Klorida
commemorates the s+ared scason of
BEastor, Wherever Cutholics went,
throughout North America, this deli-
cato yet porvasivo aroma of boautiful
roligious names and osgocintions woni
with them and diffused itself like the
porfumo of incenso which lingers in
the air and tho memoary. The spot
whero Mnsa was first said ot 8t
Augustine was marked for a long time
on Spanish maps ag Nombre de Dios :
that is, * Namo of God.” San Fran-
cisco in Californin koeps beforo us, by
its name at least, the rccollection of
St. Francis of Assisr. In thoe middle
Weet thoro is a puak still known as
tho ** Mountain of the Holy Cross,”
from tho cruciform mark of snow in
tho deop ravines of itg rocky height.
Many of tho old religious names of
places have been changed end cffaced.
But Santa Fo—signfymg * Holy
Faith "—yot survives in New Mexico.
Marylund was named for that pious
Queen of England, Henrietta Maria,
whose sccond name of Maria—or
Mary—was choson for the Catholio
colony because it was the name cf the
Blessed Virgin.

Those may scem remote considera-
tions. Butthereis agreat significance
in names and the way in which they
aro applied, Certainly it is intorest-
ing to observe that our couniry—which
many persons are pleased to call,
without authorizetion, a * Protestant
country "—is so clearly marked in
evory dircotion with holy Catholie
names as well as with Leroic Cathclic
traditions. The fact that theso names
have remained is emblematic of that
othor and deeper fact that the faith
itself has remained and increased,
although at one time 1t seomed pro-
bablo tbat notiung would bo left of
Catholicity, ercept 1ts names.

Within a period of two hundred and
fifty years from the first Catholic
foundations in North America nearly
everything ostablisbed by them had,
to all appearance, been blasted. Tho
settlements in Flonida were dovasted
and burned by the Anglicans of South
Carolina, and the torritory itsoll was
finally given up by Spain to England.
Later on, Maryland—which, as a
purely Catholic colony, ofiured peace-
ful life, liberty and freedom of worship
to people of every seot—had been
treacherously undermined by Protes-
tant immigrants, who overpowered the
Catholics and condewned them to
proscription. The great Catholio mis-
sionary orgamzation in Capada had
been destroyed. The Puritans had
seb up and were mnmtaumng immov-
ably their absolute intolerance and
oppression in New Iinglund. Iivery-
- where, east of the Mississipp, Catho-
lics woro woighted down by an arbi.
{rary power, which deprived them of
civil rights and could at any moment
seizo thewr proporty snd drive them
into oxile. Even in tte West and
Bouthwost, where Catholics wero still
freo undor Catholic governments, the
supprossion of tho Jeguits had stripped
many districts of thoir priesiz and had
left the faithful exposed to tho danger
of isolation and religions decay.

This was thostato of thiugs in 1763,
a doren years before tho Amierican
Revolution. Thon cemo the Revolz-
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tionary War; and suppressed Catholio
Maryland was promptly hberated und
Catholic citizens were restored to ther
rights, becauso tho othor colonists
know and sdmitted that—when tho
inoh camo —theso citizons wero abso.
utoly loyal to tho country, notwith-
stauding the wrongs it hud inflicted
upon them, and wero essontial to the
success of its cause.

From tho time whon Cathelio
omanc gation was declared on  our
shores, and ratified by the Constitu-
tion of tho United States, which
guaranteed ‘o ovory ono the religious
freedom that Lord Baltitmore inaugu-
rated on this continont—from that
time tho Catholic and Apostolic
Chureh has flourished amnazingly
within our North Awmerican borders.
It was a good thang that all the eccts
found oatlot hore, and were enabled
to carry on their baitle to the fallest
extent. It was n good thing that the
Puritans should entor freely aud have
their way, and fanoy that they possess-
ed tho whole land. Spain, France
and England ~ theso three powers
vied with each other in colonizing aud
trying to possess the New \World, and
cspecinlly this northern part of it.
France and Sp.in wera Catholic, and
thoy rendered us tho service of tinge-
ing the country deeply with thoir faith.
England beeame anti-Cathiolic and did
her best to oxpunge the faith from tlus
realm, whick crme under her rule.
Yot, as history has resulted, the
Church at last found her surest foot
ing in this couutry under the unti
Cutholic dominion of Lingland, which
had tried so harg to suppress her , and
th, Church bas sinco attained here, in
a sirgle contury of freedom, a growth
nover paralleled in modern history.

This, then, 13 one of the most im-
portant results 1n rehgion of the dis-
covery of America,

It was largely brought about,
bumanly speaking, as the Vicomto de
Meaux tolls us, in hig recent boolk on
* The Catholic Church and Liberty in
tie United States,” by ¢ tho advent
of the Celts of Ireland and the Teu-
tons of Germany to the first rank of
Catholic peoples™ in the Uited
States; which he declares * is the
most astonishing phenomena that the
New World, at the end of this century,
can offer to the conterplation of the
Old World.” In former times French-
men and Spaniards, both Cathohe,
strove against cach other mn North
America ; sometimes to the detrinent
of religious progress. liven the hng-
lish James, Duke of York, also a
Cathiohie, tried to oppose the French in
Cannda—for political and state reasuns
—by setting up in the provines of New
York an Iroquois village vnder charge
of Jesuit priests, as a hostile offset to
the French Indian villages supervised
by Jesuits in Canada, o-day certain
rivalries between German aud Celue
Catholics in the United States are not
altogether unknown. et here we
have this French Cathelic of our tune,
the Vicomte de Meaux, honestly sink-
ing ali prejudices of the past or the
present, and surrendenng luwmself
completely to admiration of the way
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entiro indopendouco in tho pursuit of
its spicttual aims.

But geo—the dovelopmont of this
indapendence was opposed by noarly
all the human forces which were in
nction during the poriod when it was
maturing, The Puritans themseives,
though rebols againet Church nu-
thority, formed tho closest kind of
union botwoen their own partioular
rohgious orgamization and thar own
forin of civil government. When it
beeame nocossary to admit Catholics
a3 political equals and follow-eitizens
the Puritans, who wore «n torror of
the “Romish* influences that might
bo overted upon the State, were
obliged to abandon their own systom
of controlling the State by religious
authoritios, and to join in forbidding
all connection of Church with State,
s0 that thoy might be sure of
shutting out the '* Romanists" from
such control. Aad this separation of
Church and State proved to be pro-
cisely the most benoficial thing that
could have happened for the progress
of Cutholic Christianity.

If Cathiolics had been ablo to estab.
lish, when they first sot out to do so,
a geries of flourishing colonies along
tho seaboard of North Americc  ud to
maintain them unopposed, they would
have built a rampart which the Pil-
grims and lator legions of Protestants
would hardly havo ventured to pass.
As it was, the attempts of Sir Hum-
phrey Gilbert and Woymouth to plant
Catholic colonies in New England
failed , and wherever Catholic settle-
ments were wmade nlong their coasts,
from Florida to the St. Lawrenco, they
sere overturned, cut down or rondered
puwetless. So it came to pass that
other elemeats pressed in, which,
under differert circumstances, would
scarcely have ventured to doso, They
throve, and cawne to believe that this
portion of the continent was theirs,
Their successors streamed in, and
believed the same. Circumstances led
thom—swhile thoy were opening the
gates to overy element of warring roli-
gious belief—to establish completo
civil liberty and freedom of couscience,
thereby oponing the gates, also, to the
ono religion which does not mean
endless division and war, but means
peace. And everywhere thoy have
gone, through all the great expanse of
territory, they have come upon the old
monuments and tokens of this religion
which preceded themr —in Florida, in
Maryland, in New York, up and down
tho Mississippi, in Canada, in New
England itself, and in far off California,
whoero tho restless tide of pioneer inva-
sion ceased on the shores of the
Pacific, at the feet of the old Catholic
missions along the coast.

The whole country is surrounded by
early outposts of the an. mt faith.
Their garrisons may bhave seemed
dead, but thoy ware only sleeping.
The saints and missionaries of the
past have apparently come to life once
more in oll those little strongholds
which enring tho land and seomed to
be ruins, but suddenly prove to be in
full vigor of existenco again. And in
the train of these reviving memories

in which—by unforseen meons—tho j und associations an immanse army of
Insh and the Germans, oppressed y lrish, German, Italian, French and
at home, have becomo the central and | I'olish Catholics have como upon the

immediato forces of Catholic advance
mont I America. Ought we not all

field.
Let them learn from the past, and

to learn some pertinent and peaceful { avoid all strife, jenlousy or rivalry
lessons from thesestruggles of whiepast, | among races or families which may
and this calm, impartial tnbute of a | tetard roligious and national progress.

modern Frenchman ?
True liberty is what the Church

needs. It has fonnd 1t at last m tins
country, whoro at first its prospect of
doing 80 scemed most unhikely. Itis
by such paradoxes that tho divine

wer works regardless of the self:
interest, or oven tho most unsclfish
foresight and planning of men. The
complete soparation of Church from
State, which oxists hore, has been an
immense advantage to religion, and
will continuo to be 50 by assnring it of

When we perceive and comprehend

lho\v the apparent failure of early
most inoulcates, and what 1t most | Catholic institutions in North America

was tho ecssentinl factor in bringing
maultitudes of non-Catholics hither

whero they have developed within a
cardon of Catholic historio instituticns,
aud have becomo mingled witb o great
body of living Catholics—and when wo
rvoalizo how 1t has taken four hundred
yearg for this country to realize that
the loro, Columbus, whom the entire
pation unitedly cclebrates in 1898,
was tho colossal Catholic pioncer—
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then we shall begin to have somo con-
coption of the immense scalo on which
God works, and tho patience with
which Ho works.

When we realizo, also, that the
present condition of tho true faith in
this country—with its millions of
communicants, its thousands of church
buildings and oharitable institutions
—hay grown up against the opposition
of thoso who atlempled to mould tho
national lifo in o totally difforont
direction, wo can appreociate what St.
I'rancis do Sales meant when he
said : * God raskes pooplo co-operaie
with Him whon thoy are least aware
of it."  Gxronror Pansons Latunop.

Tho Worst Slums in tho World,

A fow days after my arrival, writes
an “Obgervant Englishman” in tho
Review of Reviews, I was fortunate
snough to meot a group of earnest
social reformers, who wero discussing
the condition of the lower strata of
Chicago life  One of them, a friend of
mine connected with a university sot.
tlement in East London, and woll ac.
quainted with tho darkest district in
the metropolis, startled mo by saying
that he had found worse slums in
ghiwgo than he had over seen in Lion-

on.

“Our rookeries,” he said, “are bad
enough, but they aro at least built of
brick orstone. Here, hcwever, the low
tenements are mostly of wood, and
when the wood decays or breaks
away the consequences are more de-
plorable than anything we have in
London.

This was the testimony of a visitor.
It was confirmned by the testimony o?
resident sociological experts. One of
these wae & lady, at present engagnd by
the national government in investiga.
ting and reporing on the life and homes
of the p.or in Ohicago. The awful
state of things she described greatly
sorprised me, and I suggested that it
was due to the presence of the large
foreign element.

© On the contrary,” she replied, “the
very worst places in the city are in-
habited by native Americans.” And
she showed me the official chart of one
of tho loweat streels, on which the
tenements wcre marked white vvhen
occupied by native Americans, biack
when occupied by forsigners. The
rooms to the front which possess the
worst character were white.

Theso carefully ascortained facts
knock the bottom out of the complacent
assurance I have since 8o often heard
axpressed, that foreigners were respons-
%pflo for the darkest shades of Cbicago
l e‘

% Is this gtate of things sllowed by
law to exist 1 I asked.

¢ Certainly not,” replied the lady;
“it exists in flat contravention of every
municipal ordinance.”

* Can nothing be done to enforce the
lIaw?”

** The very men whose duty it is to
enforce the law are the nominces of the
clssses intercsted in violating it.

“ Can you not rouso the churches to
combine and put a stop to thiz muni-
cipal corruption §”

“The chnrches"—the lady spoke
wi h infinite scorn—“the proprietors
of tho worst class of pro, arty in Chica-
go are leading men in the churches. I
have more hopo of arousing the poor
Polish Jows to a scnso of their oivic
duty and opportunity thanthe churches.
The Polos, poor a8 they sre, and
ignorant, do want to lead a decont life.”

4 Stmple way to help Poor Catholic Mixsfon.

Savoall cancelled postago stamps of cve:
kind and country and lcnsdothom pt: Rov. P,
M. Barral, Hammoaton, Now Jorsoy. Givo
atloncs your addross, and you will receive
with the neoossary cxplanation a nice Sou-
vanir of Hammouton Missiona.

A kind-hearted man ftads lifo falt of joys,
for ho makes joys of things which olso were
pot joya; and a simple.-hearted man can ho
very joyous on a little joy ; and to tho pure-
%ctrtod man all things aro joys. Fatker
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