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THE CATHOLIC REGISTER.,

MASSACRE OF FROG LAKE,

We chp the following interesting
account of the Frog Lake massndre
from ** Lpsodes of the Riel Robellion,
i Saturday Nighs, by Mr. Georgoe B.
Brooks. Mr. Brooks 18 a son of Rov.
Canon Brooks, for many years Viesr
of St. Mary's Church, Nottingham,
Eug., and now Canon of Lincola
Catbedral. At the tume of the Rebel-
hon, Mr. Broaks was first Lisutenant
i the 91st Battahion of Cuanadian
Militia :

Frog Lake 18 a small but very
protty sheot of wuter, clear as orystal
and studded with small islands, some
of them mere points of rocks, others
an gcre or moro i extent. The
settlement of the same name is a good
five miles from the Inke, situated on
Frog Creck, which flows out of ths
lake and finds 1ts way into the B8as.
katchewan. There are fow spots mn
Caunanda as pretty as the country
around that settlement. It remunds
one of Enghsh park sconery, plenty of
trees but no underbrush ; soft grass,
plenty of wild flowers, principally
roses, and overything green and fresh-
looking. The cuuutry 18 not flat, on
tho contrary, 1t 18 Lilly, some of the
hille msum; to u sery respectable
eminence, sometlnnuy hike the wolds of
Lancolnsiure 11 Kngland or the combes
of Devonshire. At the settlement a
dem had _bect built acruss the creek,
makirg & mll-pond, and just below
this pond a saw-mill had been erected,
not far from winch was the Roman
Catholic Church and mission house,
the center of the settlement, and
aroand which were some twenty
cabing, each havieg its small garden
vlot 1n front. It was a pretty place
and when tLe advance party sent
forward by Genera: Strange to recon-
noltre, first came 1n sight of it and
halted, there was bu. one opipion,
that nou lovelier spot Lad been seen
gince Wimnipeg had been teft.

It was about seven o ciock n the
evemng when the settlement was firat
sighted, the sun still high, the birds
still minging, and altogetoer 8 heauti-
ful, warm, balmy spring evening,
But what a cruel sight the settlement
itself presented. Every cabin in it
bore the marks of fire. Doors were
off and windows broken. In some
instances the roofs were gone and the
gable ends torn out, and in the little
gorden plots were to be seen the
remains of backed and broken farni.
ture, faria utensils and agricultural
implements ; the mill was a complete
ruin, more than half burnt down, the
circular saws twisied, broken and
scattered about. Tha chuzch had not
been spared. Its roof was gone, v.e
ond of it was a mass of charred timber,
the bell that once swung o its little
belfty was broken and lying in the
church-yard almost hidden in the
grass ; even the few wooden crosses
and greve siones had not been spared,
but had been torn from the ground
and were strewn about the mounds
marking the graves. But perhaps the
most pathetic sight and remembrance
of what had once been s peaceful
settlement, peopled by industrious
Ontario and Quebec yecomen, was the
torn books, scraps of letters auud
dilapidated pictures lying around the
bumt cabins. Many of the books, or
rather what remained of them, were
of a religious character, some in
English, some in French, others were
school bogks, and on the flyleaves
were the pames of those who had
once owned and perused them. Not
a living soul was tc be seen about the
plezs, the only welcome the soldiers
reccived being from a poor half starved
collie dog, which stood in the doorway
of one of the cabins waggng his tail,
but apparently afraid to trust himself
further. That poor brut¢ was subse-
quently adopteg bty the 91st, was
cliristened Riel, became a great pet,
accompanying the regiment to Winni-
peg Rt the saddest o ht, and one
which made strong men weep, was to

bo seon inside tho ruined church. On
the fonco avound the building were n
number of hawks, kites and eangles
and other birds of prey, so fat and
lazy, so gorged with food that they
wore scarcaly ablo to niso and fly away
when disturbed. Tho church had a
bagsemont, and 1n it was revealed tho
seoret of the Frog Linke massacre.

In one corner of that basement,
lying one upon the other, and ovi-
dent'y thrown there after death, wero
tho {)odiea of four doad mon, il
terribly decomposed. It was a shouk-
ing and sickeming might. Lvery head
had been scalped, the features swere
unrecoguizable, having been saturated
in oil and then eot fire to, for they
were all charred and burnt. The
bands and feet had been ocut off and
the arm and leg bones protruded. The
hearts bad been cut out and other
indignitics nad been practiced of the
most savege kind. By what remamed
of their olothes 1t was evident that
two of the wictims were the Romen
Catholie priests who onoe had charge
of the mission; the other two wore
evidently laymen. Jt would be im-
possible to adequately express the
indignation and borror which all feit
when the ghastly find was seen.
Strong moeu, men who wore medals

Lalo being hung up on the same
scaffold at tho samo timo at Battle-
ford, singing their war and death songs
to tho vory lust.

At last tho doubt and mystories
which had for so long bung around the
“rog Liake messacre were oleared up,
the finding of the four bodics in tho
basemont of the Roman Catholio
church proving that a terriblo tragedy
had been enacted. The peopls of
Cannda were slow to believe that the
*wards of the nation”™ bhad been
guilty of so grave s orimo, and the
truthfulness of the reports whigh frem
time to time camo from the North
Saskatchowan distriot were questioned
and denied. It was on April 11th that
tho newspapers of Cunada published
the first rumors of the outbrenk—
mengre in dotail, but giving a list of
ten kiled, a list which was subse
quently proved to bo slightly inacour-
rate. The ohief victims of the tra-
gedy were the two Roman Catholic
priests, Revs. Father Adelard Fa-
fard und TFathor Felix 3. Mar-
oband, both belonging to tho order of
Oblates. Rev. Father Fafard was
born in the Province of Quebes in
1849 and was made an Ublate Father
m 1874. He was ordained a priest in
Montreal, and frors that time devoted

honourably won in the Imperial Army, | his life to missionary work among the

men who had seen and faced death :n

North-West Indians. He was o zeal-

hard-fought battles, men who were not | ous priest and a man of gplendid eda-

given to sentimental weakness but | cation.

Rev. Father Marchand wegsa

were more recklezs than sedate—those | young man born 1n the Prowvince of
men as they viewed the hornble | Quebec in 1858 and ordamed by
gsight broke down and blabbered like « Bistiop trandin at 8t. Albert i 1881.

babes. As the daylight waned and
darkoesg set n, lanterns had to be
ligbted and lowered 1oto the base-
ment, and by thewr dim glare the
horror of the scene was intensified, if
that was possible. Thaere was no
furpiture in the basement, nor the
wrecked or broken remams of any,
and the floor was the hardened soil.
To what particular use that basement
had been put was hard to determine,
but it was not destined to be tke grave
of those four victims of Indian cruelty
and treachery.

Word of what bad been found was
gent to General Strange and just
before dark a strong fatigue party
arrived from the camp having with 1t,
shovels, picks, ropes, tarpaulins and
carpenters’ tools. It was not an easy
master getting those bodies out of the
basement to the surface. Working in
a disgusting atmosphere and by the
dimn hight of a few lanterns, with great
trouble tarpaulins were eventually
passed under each body and they were
slowly hauled up to the surface, where
the tarpaulins were rolled around
them as shrouds. While half a dozan
men head been enguged in this unplea-
eant operation, others had dug four
graves in the lttle churchyard,
others had taken boards from the
ruined cottages and had :onstructed
four rude coffins, while others had
fashioned four wooden crosses. Just
at break of dsy all was ready for lower-
ing the bodies into the graves, a rite
solemnly and decently performed, the
liturgy for the dead of the Roman
Catholic church being read over the
corpses of the two priests by a Roman
Catholic officer of the 91st, and the
beautiful burial service of the Anglican
church over the other two corpses, by
Colonel Osborne Bmith. It was s sad
party that stond sround these four
graves that bright, beautiful morning,
and no four men were more reverently
interred by strangers than wera those
four victims of the rcbellion. After
the service had been read, the graves
were filled in, the crosses were planted
at the head of them, roses end other
wild flowers were strewn on the
mounds, and as tae birds carolled their
morning hymuns those who had been
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He, too, was enthusiastic in lus work.
And it is the same with all the Catho-
Lic mmssiwnaries n the North-Waest.
He who has travelled through that
vast portion of the Domimon must
have often met with educated white
men dwelling in the midst of a wild,
savage people whom they tended with
a strange and mother.like devotion,
opheld in their hfe of demal by a
simple faith which seems something
more than human. And what is true
in one case seems to be crue n all,
whether the priest be stationed at
Winnipeg or in some far remote mis
sion, north or south, far in advance of
irader or settler have gone those
fragile men, bronght up amid the
sunny scenes of the 8t. Lawrenze or
old France, scenes that they are des-
tined never to see again in this lifc.
It isa curiovs contrast to find in that
far distant, lonely land men of culture
and lngh mental excellence devoting
their lives to the civilization of wild
Indians. I care not what partioular
form of behef the onlooker may hold,
he 18 but a poor man who can witness
such devotion and abnegation of self
through the narrow glass of seatarian
fecling and sce in it nothing but the
self-interested labor of persens holding
opiniuns foreign to nis own.

From those who were made pris-
oners at Frog Lake and who ‘or long
weary weeks were compelled to accom-
pany their coptors through muskeg
and ewamp, half-starved and in daily
fear of their lives. The following par
ticulars of the massaore were gleaned
on their liberation from captivity after
the fight at Frenchman's Butte, the
latter end of May. Big Bear, a worth.
less discontented Indian, hed been
prowling about the country between
Battleford and Fort Pitt with his band
for some months, stirring up discon-
tent wherever he went. Partly by
threats and pertiy by persuasion be
induced the bands of Crees av Pitt,
Onion Lake, Saddle T.ake, Fort Vie-
toria and Fort Chippewoyan to join
him, and together thay went on their
warpath, 83 motely and ill-favored a
gang of vagnbonds as ever defied gov-
ernment authority. On April 2nd
they visited the settiement at Frog

cugaged in o sad duty returned to | Lake snd invited the Indian agent

camp, vowing vengeaica on the per-
petrators of the massacre if the chance
was ever offered them, & vepgeauce
that they took afterwards snd which

there, T. T. Quinn, and others to a
conference in their camp, and stated
reason of the desired pow wow being
the insufficient quantity of provisions

wag life for life, seven of the Indians , served out w the Indians. Quiup and
éngdged in the terrible drime at Frog bis friends went to the camp and were

immeodiately shot. Hearing the firing,
Rov. Fathers Fafard and Marchand
wont over to the Indian camp, ond it
was while they were administering tho
the last ritos of tho Catholic Church
to the wounded and dying, and while
kneoling, that thoy were treacherously
shot 1n tho book, their bodies being
burnt and mutilated allerwards. Thoso
murdered, 1 addition to the two
priests and the Indinn agent, waro
John Dolancy, M. Gowanlook {brothor
of ox-Ald. Gowanlook of Toronto),
Charles Gouin, Wilhum Gilolrist and
two others, Mrs. Gowanlock and Mrs.
Dolangy, at &rst roported murdered,
wero taken prisoners togother with
sevoral othors.
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The Work of A Mounk.

The most beaatiful volume amop
tho balf million in the Congressiona
library i3 said to be a bible which was
transcribed by « monk in the sixteenth
century. It could rot be matched to-
day in tho best prin. 3 oflice in the
world, The parchmeat is io porfeot
preservation. Every one of its thousand
pages is o study. The general lettoring
is in Gorman text, each letter perfect,
ag i8 every one, in coal black ink, with-
out a scratch or blot from lid to lid.
At the begianing of each chapter, the
the first letter 18 very large, usually
two or three inches long, eund is
brightly illuminated in red and blue
ink.

Within each of these capitals is
drawn the Sguro of some saint, some
incident of which the following chapter
tells, iz illustrated. There are two
columns «n & page, and nowhere is
traceablo the slightest irregularity of
line, apace or formation of the letters.
Even under the magnifying glass they
soem flawlesa. This precious voloms is
kept under a glass case, which 15 some-
timea lifted to show that all the pages
are as perfect as the two which lie
open.

A legend relates that o young men
who had sinved deeply bacame a monk
and resolved to do penance for hia mis-
deeds. He determined to copy the
Bible, that be might learn every lotter
of the Divine commands whick he
had violsted. Every day for many
years he patiently pursuzd his task.
Each letter was. wrought in reverence
and love, and the patient soul found
its only companionship in the saintly
faces which were portrayed on thess
pages. When the last touch was given
to the lsst letter, the old man rever-
ently kissed the page and folded the
sheets together. Soon afterward he
died.
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Recreations of Gireat Men.

The favorite recreation of Pope's lei-
sure hours was th. .ociety of painters.
Nothing was more agreeable to the
peet than to spond an occaeioaal oven-
ing with bis friend Kueller, who, to
use the words of Thackeray, * bragged
more, spelled worse and painted hotter
than any artist of his day™ War.
burton telis an amusing anocdote of the
two friends. Mr. Popo was with Sir
tlodfrey EKneller one day when his
nephew, 2 Guinea trader, camo in.
* Nephew,” said Sir Godfrey, * yon
have the honor of sacing the two
greatest nien in the world.” * I don't
know how great you may be,” said the
Guines mson, “but I don't like your
looks. 1 bave often bought a man
much better than both of you together,
all muscles and bones, for 10 guincps.”
—Lhambers' Journal,

Timely Wisdem.

Great and timoly wisdom is shown by
keopicg Dr. Fowlor's Extract of Wild
Strewborry. on hand. It has no cqual for
cholers, cholora morbus, diarrhaea, dysont-
cory, colle, crampe and all summer complaints
or looseness of tho bowols.

Jumpuppo—Confound tho Theosophists
L
Jampu oy convinced my wifc that

ebo b:s Eevm bo!ios and sho weat off and

boaght a dresa for cach oo,



