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llvely." Hlopin the following helps
will shed some % ght on theit pathway,
and dispel the darknttss that hitherto
robbed them of 8pîitual nourislimeït
and divine fellowship we give thetu a
place in the RECORD.

AS TO FIRST CoiUMrUT-ioN.-The first
communion is a date of singular imiport-
ance ini the recigious life or evcry nicm-
ber of rie Christian Churchi. It is hie
earliest public solernn profession of
Christiaiiity on prsonal responsibility.
It goes back to trhe dedication anti vows
connected with Baptism-wbere the ne-
s1)onsibility was on the part of the P11r-
ents--and, as itwcre, adopts and renews
these. Accordingly, the first commun-
ion ought not to be toc long defered:
it niy take place with all pnopriety be-
tween the ages of fifteen and twent.y. It
is a step eminentlv fitted b yGod'-, bless-
in te give steadiness 0n decision to
caracter of youth, te be a safecguard

against many temptations. and to be-
spcak the freshest and most vigorous ef-
forts of mmid and heart for the work (et
Christ on earth. According te the best
expositors of Luke, ii. 41-52), Jesus Iliiîn-
self, nt the age of twelve years, affords
an example te young in joiniing the
Cliureh. At that age Jewish yeuth be-
came -sons of law"-mernbers of the
sacred commonwealth of Isroel.

There is ne hint in the New Testamient
ef any separate rite intermediate between
Baptism and the Lord's Sulpper. Con-
firmation, whieh the Roman Church calls
a sacrament, and the English Churceh
niakes an Episcpal funetion or rite, has
only an imaginary root in the following,
textsa-Acts, viii. 14-17, xv. 32, 41, xix.
5, 6; Hob. Yi. 2. It is exceedingly de-
sirable that when young communicants
are first received thie occasion should be
duly and solemnly marked more than
any subsequent occasion for partakino,.
Up to that reasonable peint soine cere-
mony like confirmation is justfiable ; but,
as a special iunction only valid when
done by a bishop, it bas n-D Seripture
authority, and in its very theory is deo-
gatory to the erdinary Christiau niinist-
r yand t.he Chuistian Sacrament. W'hy
shoul d the twe Sacraments themnselves
be intrustd te a certain nuinister, and the

sarne person be ileemed incompetent for
that rite whicli is only a connueting-ink
betveeu t hem?

No EXCUSE VALI> FOR NEOLEI.CT.-
Tlhere arm various unre;tsoti.abio hiîîd-
rances witlî this inost blessed ordiniuiee-
Young persons are olùin afraid of an or-
(elei of questions, the answers to whichi
test the powver of nienuory and seli-pos.
session uniduly. Soine who bave reacli-
ed iniddle litèe belore becoiniiug conm-
inunicants are asharied te conte public-
]y so late. (>t.hers are rendered iiiha--
py and rcstrained by thieir keen sense ot
sh<utcoming lroin what a Christianî
shouild be. (itliers are perplexecl by tie
di ilietit pr wt-si of sel t-exaniinatiuni,

~~ucîis ocea.tsitinally per-formedI so as tu
muake a mai's own varying feelings thie
object of euneuî-itplation, rather than tlie
character and death cf Jesus Christ.
Again, sonie wt']o have corne Ieoking toe
muclit te the ordinance as a nicans of
f ced to t!heimnelves instead of ai solenin
estival in houeour of their Lord, ha%-e

feit dlisappoited in the partial absence
of wlîat lte ore imnie(iat4ily exIpeet-
cd]. fLeoking at Uhc &1crament of thie
Lortl's Supper in its simplest and pr.)Ati
cal M.iglît as a coin tuenioration of our

Sversdeath, àl ouglit not &)o grea.th-
toe ceu)nectetl in the0minds of conn uli-
icalîtsi with rig'éid systenus or question ani
atiser, withi intricate speculations as toe
the deepen dmaiiiues iuvolved in theories
oe sarifice, or with aruorbid l)rose,uti>n
ni'seli-sertiuvN. Dol1 feel iuyseif a site-
fui mu1an? li) I belit3ve tîat jeýsus oi
Nazareth caine frein Iteareii te die tor
our sins ? D)o i adcre Hini »s 66 v Lord
and my God"? Arn I striving. and (Io 1
trust in IIim to help by His Spirit te live
a godly, riglîftecus, and sober life ? île
may well be a cou'nunicant who cat tÀ,
tiiese thinoes he-artily say, Amen. And
he who, >laving cerne tu reasonîble
years. still delays becoming comniuiiu-
cant, should tlîink very scrinu8ly,-H.tvc
1 so little te do with Jesus Christ LIat 1
cannot be one cf those who celehi-ate
that simple fcast wbieh is the mortnmeff
of His owTi iLlpinttnent, te every quc.-
eeeding- age, of His death P

Is iL îînpreparednessP But he who is
unprepared for this is unprepared for
dcuth-nay, for life itseit properly con


