IN XOVA SCUTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

toming to a definite finding on the subject
until Monday morring.

The Synod then adjourned to meet at the
Usua} konr on Monday morning fuor devotion-
"l_ exercises, and this sederunt was closed
With prayer.

FIFTH DIET.
St. Matthew's Church,
Halifazx, July 3, 1885.

The Synod met, after devotional exercises,
and was constituted—the Rev. George M.
G!‘ant, Moderator. .

The minutes of Saturday’s sederunt having

een read and sustained as correct, the Synod
fesumed consideration of the overtnre anent
* Theological Hall.” It was moved, second-
ed, and agreed to, that the Synod adopt_the
Principle of the overture—affirm the desirab:|
1ty of instituting a Hull of Diviniry for arepar-
ing voung men for the office of the min sty in
®onnection with this Church and with the
View to carrving the suggestion of the over-
lure into practical effect, appaint Mesxrs,
Gf&nt, Herdman, McGregor, McKay, Pollck,
D“ncan. Hon. J. Hoelmes, . A. Fraser, Esq.,
L. P, P., and James Thompeon, Exq., a com-
Mittee with instructions:
. (1.) To-treat with the sister Synod of New
B"lnawick, with the view of enlisting their
Interest in this subject, and ascertaining how
Quch they will engage to give annually.

(2) To treat with the Colonial Committee
of the Chureh of Scotland, with the view.of
Obtaining their support and ascertain the
8mount, and generally, of gathering such in-
Ormation as may be of service to the Synod
In coming to a practical conclusion on the
Subject,

"(3.) To report on the whole subject at
Dext ‘meeting of this Court, and submit a
eme of operation; and, ,

. (4.) That a Committee of Correenondence,
fonsisting of Meesrs. Ogg, McGregor, and
.n'i:."t, be a delegation to consult on this
noject with the neighboring Synod of New

Tungwick.
the :e committee appoi|m«d 1o enquire into

ase of the Rev. Alex, Romans, gave m

" follawing report :—
%;. our committee having met on two several
stpy 1008 with Mr Romans, and having heurd his
the :(?lllem“ and his documents read, beg to submit
inquing oewing information as the \;euult.of their
ang Hes:—(1) That Mr Romans testimonials
of Beneral character as a scholar andamanare
is maanuceptionable nature. (2) Vhatwhileit
thle 1o Erbof_regret that Mr Romans has notheen
o ‘niono ‘lam a Presbyterial certificate, it 18 the
bl ame f.,?. Yhne commitiee that he is in no W;‘y t(:
f aeverit the want of lt,_but has been thPl:I" h};’m
Mang® g g0 (8) That with reference to Mr Ro-
on g eission. inasmuch as Mr Romans’ posi-
broy he mewhat peculiar, having been born and
ece ed—u-: in the Church ofBcotland al;:! having
e com step for_whxoh he cxpresses hisregret
deci!ion Mittee think that, whatever may be the
Mougd of this venerable Court, Mr Romans
thy g0 D0t be received without subscribing fully

Mool

Aation expressing regret for having left the

tandards of the Church of Seotland and a.
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Church and helped to rednce her strength in this
country—renouncing all the peculiar opinivas of
the Free Church in her controversy with the
Church .of Scotland, and dec'aring his full and
perfect sympathy with the principles and position
of the Church of Scotland at Home and in the
colonies, and interest in her operations. The
committee are also of opinion that Mr Romans
should not he admitted without a distinct under-
standing with him that he must he denendent for
employment and support as a milister upon
the voluatary invitation of tie peaple.
Respectfully submitted.
(Yigoed)

A PoLLok, Convener.”

The Sinod having heard the report of the
committee on Mr. Romans’s case, approve
tie sam+, appoint the Presbytery of Halifsx
ty correspond with the Halifax Presbytery of
th: other body with the view of ascertaining
tne reason why Mr. Romains has been refus-
ed a certificate, and tha the final reception
.of Mr. Romans into the Church be deferred
for a year,

Tie Report of the Commi tee on the E1-
amination ani Licensing of Students wes
read by Mr. McGregor. Itis as follows :—

« Your committee beg to report that they have
been able to give some attention to the very im-
portant matter entrusted to their care, but are
not in a position to repcrt upan the whole ques-
tion given to them for consideration. With re.
gard to the licensing of students your committee
would recommend that, should any case come
before any of the Presbyterier before the next
meeting of Synod. the request for iicense do-lie
upon the table of the Presbytery concerned for at
least s:x weeks, and that the Cleri of said P'resby-
tery notify the other Preshyteries on the subject,
and in the event of no objections being offered.
the Presbytery may proceed with'the usual exami-
nation. and grant licease“to such as show them-
selves duly qualificd for the office of the ministry.

With reference to the otker points-entrusted to
your committee, they have appeared so impor-
tant as to require further deliberation before any
definite avtion could be recommended. They would
venture. however,to recommend that a small com-
mittee be appointed, whose members can meet
for deliberation and bring up a well-digested re-
port at next meéting of Synod, upon the whole
suhject. Respectfully submitted.

(Signed) 8. McGregon, Convener.,”

The Report of the Committee of the Ex-
amination and Licensing of Students having
been read. it was moved, seconded, and
agreed 10, that the report be approved of;the
diligence of the committee commended, and
thut the Rev. Mexars. McGregor (convener),
MeDonald, and McKay, be appointed a com-
mittee to attend to the points reserved by the
committee, aud to report fully at next meet-
illg of S)’nud.

"The Report of the Committee on the Home
Missicn Scheme was tabhled and read. It is
to the following eflect :—

“The funds of which this committee takes cog-
nizance are of two kinds :—()) Those raised for
Preshvterial purposes ; and (2) those raised for
the general or Syr.odical Home Mission. As to
Lihedirst, the committee regret that there is no
Presbyterial Hore Misaion in Prince Edward
Island. Oue was instituted two years ago, but ip
now defunct. In Picton Presbytery there is s
-vigorous Lay Aseasiation, supported, however, it




