
Titi i OTTA:WA\ N rU RALIST.

NOTES, REVIEWS AND COMMENTS.

Gl-EOLODGY.-Siiiimja;y' Â'cor/ of i/ze Geologicezi Surtiye of
Canada, by Dr. G. M. Dawson, C.M.G., Director, Ottawva,
March, 1896.

This report, just issucci, contains many features of great
interest to the gencral public, as weiil as to those more par-
ticuiarly cngýagecd in mi-ining eniterprises, and in scientific wvork
generally. It treats of the wNotrk, of the ivliolc stafir for the year
1895, and shows that the scope of thc Survcy's xx'ork1 is stili as
coînprehiensivc as in former ycars.

The operations of the ficld staff extendcd from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, and included another cxpedition into the intcrior
of Labrador Peninsula in ordcr to coi-npictc certain lines of
inivestigrationi necessariiy lcft unfinishced from- Mr. L.ow's former
explorations of that arca.

Ail the provinces %vere included in the Survey's oper-ationis
wvith the exception of Nex' Brunswick, the distribution of the
parties beingy determnined, as far as possible, in accordance with
the importance of the xvork to be donc.

In British Columbia two parties, under the leadership of
Messrs. McConneil and McEvoy xvere engaged ; the formecr
more particuiariy in the Kootenay District, where much atten-
tion xvas devoted to the study and mapping of the rich minerai
bearing zones, while the latter xx'as engageci in the studv of the
country in the vicinity of Shuswap Lakcs and southi-eastwvardl.

East of the Rocky Mounitains the boring operations, now
bcing carried on in the Athabasca River district, to determine
the value of the gyreat petroleumn basin which evidently exists
iii that part of the Northi-West, xvere continued, but the ail-
bearingy horizon xvas not reached, oxving to the gyreat difficuity
encountered fromn soft strata in prosecuting tlue drilling. Thecre
is, however, a prsetthat tiimportant investigation xviii

soon reach a succcssful issue. The chief w'ork on the plains xvas
carried out by Prof. Macoun, more particularly near the southern
border, and %vas confined largeiy to the study of the plant and


