
duced no appreciable modification of surviv'ing paints and animais, %vhio
vast a. periil inust h tve been required for thiat marvellous sclieile of
organic developmnent which is chroniclcd in tme rocks ? :\fier careftil
ruflection on the suhject I affirm tliat the geological record furnishies a
miass of evidence %vhiich no arguments dr-awni (romn otiier departmlelits of
nature cani explain aw.iy, a-id which, it seemis to Ille, cannot be s-itisfatc-
torily interpreîed save wvith an allowance of time mtich beyond the
iiarrov Iiiis ivhiich reccnt p!iysical specuilauion %vould cotcede." In
conclusion the Prusident referred to the geological features of E-djiinurghi,
%vh;ch had fuirii.Iid su much inat,ýr:.-l for enijoyi-ientt duiring bis life.

1-1. M. A.
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In this mlonograph Of 7- Pagýes Prof. Baiiey lias eî-abodied a lîrge
anlount ()f practical unformatiui. as %vell as aco~ihdthe veCry diffi-
cuit task of muakin- a thorough classification of ur native l>lumis and
ChierriL..

%Vith IpIt',!s the work bias been partictilarly complicateci, and only
the miost patient study and research cuuld have been rcwarded by such

-gratifying resuits.
Up to, the present timie our cuiltivated native varieties have been

roughly asi oe threc %vild types. (i) I>rzus /Imcrana, Marshall
the plum of the north and west (2) Prifflus <uz-,'istzfi- 'N z\isalo

P chickasi7, :\icl'c, native of the miiddle and Souithern States and (-)
Prunmt nuzzilimiz. WV.tm.heinm, knowni as the Beach pluli of the south.
Much cotifusýion e'ýisicd howvever as many of the cultivated formis could
n -)t Ie satisfactorilv assigned to any of these original types. Prof. Bailcy
snys, -'Therc lias been no attempt so, far as 1 kno'v, to make a1 comn-

prehiensive sttidy of these fruits anîd as a consequercice our linowledge of
thi.m is vagume and confuiseci. In tact, the native plumis constitute
probihly the hiardest knsol in Amierican pumucgy Thir botanical
statuis is cq j .!'.y unsatisfactory aud the group is one of the niost nextric-
ably con fu.scc of ady of equal extent in our wholc lora-." As a resuit of


