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sbould be, and 4eventy-five per cent. af our population arc ini the
rural districts, depending dircctly on the soil and its products, and
if we believe in the principle ai "Ilthe greatest good ta the grcatest
number," then, rural education sbould b. a preparation, at least
in smre degree, for lie on the farm. It s-hould lead the child into
a more sympathetic relation ta bis daily hf.r - ta the end that bisi
lie may be stronger and more resourceful." This dcs flot mean
that Uic,. schools should teacb only the art ai cultivating the soit.
Rural education sbould b. broadeucd flot narrowed. It cannot be
broadcued by teaching agriculture only; boys and girls must have
a knowlcdge of lauiguage, bistory, matbeniztics, etc. ILa nguage
in a mind tool - the bac a haud tool. Trstining in the use af cither
mgy be education; but, for best rrsults, tbey must go together.

In arder ta develap the trained band and cultivatcd mind,
more empohasis shauld be laid on the metbod of acquiring the in-
formation than on tbe information itrself. Mere facti, however
important, are flot ail of cducation-tbcy are of secondary consid-
eation. How the child acquires% those facti, is af vastly more
coosequence from a eaogclpoint of view. The pupil should,
as fer as pasible, b.led ta rely upon bis own resources. He
should ha led ta investigate probleus for himmelf and thus acquire
bis kuowledge first baud. 1t is tbe thinking man, 11, the reasoning
and the reasonable man," that akes Il' the good citizen and the
boncst ncigbbor"e; s0 it is the cbild tha, in taugbî ta sec tbings
as tbey really are, and ta think for bimself regarding the tbings
he mecs, and is thus led ta draw correct conclu%ions from what b.
secs, that makies 46the rcasaiing and thc rcasonable man," 1"1the
good citizen and the hauest neighbor." In training tbe eyc ta
s«c, the car ta bear, and the mind to perceive, we have donc
much ta aid the child in understanding the mare complex tbings
in reai lii.. It may flot ha true '1 that anly those things are use-
fui wbich anc fiuds out for hisr.çehf," but no anc will dcny that
from the ideal as well as from the cconamic point ai vicw ai cdu-
cation, thos. things are af mont use which anc fiod% out for bim-
mcli. But thec world is too wmde and lite toa short ta tumn a cbild
ouat by himschi and expect him ta came, unaidcui, ta even a fair
undemtaading af the mysteries ai na aure; yet. give him a wise anid
carefu instructor, and bu, may ha led ta sec how nature salves ber
problcms and thus ha better prepared ta salve tbase problems ai
lii. whicb confroot everybody, and which eacb individual must
solve for bîmscîf

In ait being doue that can b. donc ta improve rural educa-


