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walked in, and we were soon surrounded by the wholu of a ver
large tamiy.  Colonel particuiarly urged mo to dive with
lum that day, and to defer my departure until the next. The in-
vitation being warmly seconded by the family, I was nut sorry to
{nuld to the temptation to remain, and test the hospitality which

wd been zo freely tondered 1o me.  Indeed such was the extra-
ordmary empressement of all 1o detain 1ag, tiat it was not without
sne dutlicalty, and only on gaiving a promise that I would return
mwcediately afterwands, that [ was sutfered to depart with my
1niend, for the purpose of countermanding the instructions I had
gwen, and ordering my horses back 1o their stable.

That night I was detained a not vory unwilling prisonor among
those with whom 1 had dined, and who, in lisu of the Juxwy of
ventnloquism, offered me that of a most tempting clean bed, from
which I arose far more refreshed than I think I should have dono
hud I vceupied my room of the former night, Breakfust over,
Colonel s who, hke a sensible man had an “eyo to busi-
ness,?” and had also advised my providing myself with a waggon
#t once, without waiting until 1 got to Kingston, took mo to exa-
mine ono which he had seized a few duys befure Jaden with
sinugeled goods, and whieh he strongly recommended as being
suited 10 my purpose. I consented to take it at the price ho
named—twenty-six dollars—and as the box was both sfight and
shallow, Ehanded it over to a wheelwright who had been sent for
to g@ve his opinion, with directions to place the box of iny sleigh
upon the w vels, and so to mould the whole together as o give tv
the vehicle both durabijity and hghtness.  Tlus jub,ho observed,
could not be perfonned in less than two days, and my dcganuro
was consequently aguin delayed. In the mean time, Colonel
y Who had insisted on my leaving the inn, and removing
my horses, servant, and baggage to his own place, vias sou
enough 1o offer 1o shew me whatever was worthy of notice in the
neighborhood, and among other things a ¢ villa? nearly ad-
juining his own grounds, which he stated was to be sold fura
mere song. These grounds, embracing fourteen acres {not moro
tnan one halfof which were under, or susceptible of, cultivation,
the rest being batren, but rather picturesque and elsvated, rock,)
were enclosed by a'clese board fence, not two Jeagths of which
were alike, while the frame d\\'clling-fxousc, which fronted and
adjoined tho river, exkibited as uniuviting an_appearance as a
building which had nearly lost the thin-coat of paint with which
it had ence been udorned, and moreover stood ia necd of much
repair, could well assume. There was a prodigious sheil of a
stable, which had been intended originally fora bam, placed in a
position the mozt favorable to deface the grounds, and every-
thing elsp, which had been raised by the gra.pd of man was in
strict keoping with what % have already described. Still the
place was beautiful and romantically situated ; so much soin-
deed, that the same property, bordering as it was on the water,
would in England have readily commanded some thousand of
pounds. There was a deep sandy bay on one side of the house,
which was completely shut from view on every hand, evenon the
river, until you closely approached ity and this bay afforded ex-
ellent shelter for boats 1u stormy weather ; while on the other,
was onv of the most perfect siles for a fish-pond that ever was,
formed by the caprice cf nature. This was effected by a narrow
arm of the St. Lawrence which runs into the grounds between
two oblong masses of rock tenminating at the point where the
stable stood, and a dam across the mouth of which could have
heen ]conerucwd at a cost little exceeding five-and-twenty
pounds.

This property, at the rate at which lands were selling in the
Jolnstown District in which it was situated, was wordh about two
hundred pounds, at which it has been repeatedly valued by com-
petent partics. But, as my very kind friend Colonel , who
expressed a most flattering desire that I should become his neigh-
bor, declared it was ¢ dirt cheap » at five hundred, which was
the amount demanded of me, I yiclded to his presumed better
judgment, and agreed to pay thut amount. The deed was drawn
~the transfer made, and, by the nicest Jittle arranzement in the
world, (although-I knew nothing of this latier, for fiad not taken
the trouble 10 read the wordy and dry document,) a mortgage was
given in exchange, the purport of Wrgichwas the reversion of the
property to the scl,lcr—*onc Hayes, a clever and acute yankee,—
on failing to pay any one of the instalments, which were at rather
short dates—of equal amounts with interest—and five in number.
Thus my accidental calling on Colonel , Who, by the way:
was one of the witnesses to the deed and mortgage which had
been exccuted, and who never wounld have known me had it not
been for the interesting ventriloquism of his relative, had been
the immediate meaus of altering the whole course of my exis-
tence, and causing mo to be what I never was before, and trust
1never shall be again, a fixture in any place; and one especially
that has littlo more than its natural beauty 1o recommmend it.

1 had now been nearly a fortnight on my route from Montreal,
and yet morc than three-fousths of my joumey remained to be
accomplished. Thiswas undoubtedly travelling at one’s leisure,
but certainly not at rilway speed, and indepcngenlly of the time
dwindled away in this manner, the fatigue of guiding horses
through so longa succession of bad roads, was harrassing in the

extrome. 1 was ' it vory sorry therofore when the waggun
Luilder eame to an unco that his job was completed, and-to ask
fur the ponies to drayg up the hermaphrodite thing—half waggon
half sleigh—which, paiuted black as it was, very much resembled
ahaarse in appearance, although it united every advantage for the
journcy that I could reasonably desire. Tuaking my leave of
Colonul who had promised to sce things put in order in
my now place, and to prepare for my arrival in the summor, I
mounted 1nto_my high waggon, from.the driving seat of which
my ponics looked very much’ as though they had come from Lil-
liput, and with my tiger at my sido, and my baggage curefully
disposed of, onco more set off on my adventures.®

‘The road from Brockville to Gananoque—a distance of from
thirty-five to forty miles—runs parallel with what aro called
the *thousand islunds >’ of the Saint Lawrence, and a groat pot-
tion of this read is, like the islands themselves, extremely rocky.
This is by no meatis a rich portion of the country, but on the con-
trary, consideriny the longth of time the district has been settled,
woars a character of poverty, if not of actual sterility; that offers
bat little temptation to the enterprizing settler.  This description
indeed applies ina greater or Jess degree to the chief portion of
the country along the immediate banks of the Saint Lawrence,
from Brockville to Kingston, where the river takes its rise.
As you retire into the interior, and strike the more inland streams
and rivers, the quality of the soil is much superior, although the
facilities of transportation are necessarily fower. Not being pat-
ticularly hurried in my wnovements, or desirous of distressing my
ponies, I passed the night at Gananoque, ono of the most miser~
able, and yet one of the most picturesquely situated villages in
Canada. Here thore are (what are prized boyond anything else
in_the country,) ¢ good water privileges,” formed by the dis-
colored and narrow river from wKich the place derives its name,
near its point of junction with the Saint Lawrence. A clan of
M‘Donald’s own the greater part of the village, which (opposite to
Frenchtown on the American side, and the great rendezvous of
of the celebrated Bill Johnston, I have alluded to on a former oo~
casion as beiny the head quarters of descrters from the British
army,) has the reputation pf producing the best flour in Canada,
or even in the United States. It is fortunate that it can boast of
something of which one may write favorably.

Tho joumey from Gananoque to Kingston—a distance of twenty-
four miles—my ponies accomplished on the following day in good
time, and as in consequence of my having been so opportunely
supplied at Brockville with the proper vehicle in whichto con-
tinve my route, I had now no inducement for delay. I.pushed
on immediately for- Toronto, passing through Bellevillo, Coburg,
Port Hope, &&., and over a tract of fine céuntry which increased
in richness and fentility as I approached the then Seat of Govern-
ment in Upper Canada, (Lord Sydenham had not yet carried his
act ol union,) and hot-bed of what the radicals and disaffected of
the Province term toryism. ¥ was five days in reaching this

. fine and rapidly improving city from Kingston, the distance be-

ing one hundred and eighty miles, for with the exception of four
leagues of beautiful plani: road 1 eading into Toronto, which my
waggon rolled over ag though it had been an English bowling-
green, the roads had been execrable throughout the greater part
of the way, and I seldom fe't inclined, aftera hard day’s journey,
to continue out at night, nmiess the distance to the place at which
I intended to stop should render it necessary. ‘The plan I had
adopted, and );,ursucd, during this ttip, was as follows:~I caused
my ervant, who otherwise enjoyed a far mare luxurious easo then
his master, and who always siept nearme, to rise before taylight,
and sce the ponies watered and fed in such time as would admit
of our starting about sunrise. Ithon pushed on until twelve
o’cluck, when T stopped at the first inn which seemed to promise
—-and not only to promise, but.to be supplicd with—the best % ao-
commodation for man and horse,?® and ..ere I ordered breakfast,
while my ponies (always under my own superintendance,) re-
galed themselves with thieir second feed of oats.  After an hour’s
rest I resumed 1y journey, until the closo of the day, when hav-

. ingordered dinner at the house where I purposed rémaining until

the morning, und ascertained by personal inspection of their stalls
that my faithful and generous little steeds were well. littered

- down with clean straw, watered, fcdi) and sopplied with hay for

the night, I made myself as comfortable as the absence of acom-

anio, in whose conversation I could take pleasure, would admit.

he accommodations for the ¢ beast® were usually good, but
those provided for the “ man » wero not always of the most tempt-
ing kind, The beds were sometimes good, but much oftencr bad,
while thé meals, except in the citics and some few of the towns
through which i passcd, were the Jeast inviting that could have
been placed before 2 hungry travoller.  Let the reader imagine
10 himself—sour, home-made bread—tea which resembles, in
flavor, a decoction of hay, and sweetoned with what I never could
endure, the maple sugar of the country,—a rasher of bacon or
ham exceedingly salt, and oftener rancid than sweet, and as thick

* The amisble Colooel panicd me a short distance on the road, and ontaking
his final departare, graphically remarking to a zonticman who was with him—t*
tho feliow, T like him, D~—d fin feltow; d———d rich too, (would that ho had bean
cottect in this panlcuhrg. 1lo has given lois of prescnts to tho ghils.—~Dewe—d s0rTy fo
jsgooe Soatlemt} andesiood.




